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The later Fullers: Holborn, The City and Camberwell  
 
 There is still something of a mystery about Henry Fuller (See Tree 6 ð page 48).  
He was baptised at St. Sepulchreõs on 14th February 1808 - the day of his parentsõ 
wedding at St. Andrew Holborn:  
  

Fuller, Henry, son of Richard and Phoebe Fuller, glasscutter, born  
St. Sepulchre. 

 

Unlike his brothers, he was not apprenticed to his father, and his first occupation 
was miles away from being a glass cutter.  He appears in Kellyõs Directory1 in 1838 
as: 
 
 Henry Fuller, Chop and Coffee House, 14, Godliman St. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Godliman Street with St Paul's in the background  

 
Godliman  Street was in the parish of St. Gregory in the City of London, a stoneõs 
throw from St. Paulõs Cathedral, but he was designated ôof this parishõ when he 
married at Hornsey in 1834.  This may, of course, have been expediency to save the 
cost of two sets of banns in separate parishes.  There is no other evidence to suggest 
that he resided in Hornsey and he paid land tax 2 of £4 6/3 on a property owned by J. 
P. Ward in Godliman Street in 1836 and 1838. 
 
 His bride was Jane Collidge n®e Dodd, a widow, also ôof this parishõ.  The 
ceremony took place on 25th February 1834 at St. Mary Hornsey after banns 
published on 22nd and 29th December and 5th January.  Both parties signed the 

                                                 
1 Post Office Directory of London, Kelly, 1838  
2 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/  Land Tax, Castle Baynard Ward, City of London  

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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register, as did the witnesses.  One of these was Richard Fuller - his brother, I 
suspect; the other name looks like Ann Maria Frankling.  Presumably the newly -
weds settled either immediately or within a short time after the marriage in 
Godliman Street, for it was here that their first child, Henry William, was born three 
years later.   
  

By the time of the 1841 census3, the family was living in St. Dunstan, where 
the birth of their second child, Anne Elizabeth, had been registered in 1840.  The 
address given was 19 Johnsonõs Court, St. Dunstan West.  Johnsonõs Court runs from 
Fleet Street, just east of St. Dunstanõs Church, to Gough Square, and was named not 
for the diarist Samuel Johnson whose house butts onto the court, but for Thomas 
Johnson, Citizen and Merchant Taylor in Elizabeth Iõs time.  Henry was listed as a 
glass cutter, so presumably his attempt to follow a different career had been 
abortive.  He was 40 years old; Jane was 35, while Henry and Ann were four and one 
respectively.   All have ôNõ for 'noõ in the ôborn in this countyõ column, which isnõt 
strictly true, as only Jane was born outside Middlesex. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Entry to Johnsons Court  
 
It may be at around this time that Henry acquired a copy of The Psalms of 

David by Isaac Watts.  This is still in possession of one of his descendants and has 
two names written on the flyleaf: Jane Fuller, whose signature matches that in the 
marriage register, and Betty Fuller.  The only known ôBettyõ at the time would have 
been her sister-in-law, Elizabeth, born 1827.  On the frontispiece it says: 

                                                 
3 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/  1841 census, St. Dunstan, HO 107/726 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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Printed and sold by J. Haddon, Castle St. Finsbury, 1825  
 

which  would fit with Richard Fuller living in Castle St. between the 1830s and 1850s.  
On the inside of the front cover, in pencil, but in a hand matching his wedding 
signature, is written:  

Henry Fuller  
76 Gough Square  
Fleet Street 

 
whether  this suggests a short move, or whether his home on Johnsonõs Court was a 
corner property, also fronting onto Gough Square, is not known.  
 
 By 18514, though, the family had moved again, not far, just to no. 3 
Gunpowder Alley, East Harding Street, beyond th e far side of Gough Square: 
 

Henry Fuller    H   m 43     Glasscutter, 1 boy    St Sepulchre, Mddx 
Jane Fuller   W   m 44        Braunston, Nth  
Henry W Fuller S 13    Scholar at home      St. Gregory, Mddx 
Anne E Fuller   dau 10        St. Dunstan, Mddx 

 

During the rest of his life, Henry advertised himself in the London Directories.  He 
appears in Kellyõs5 between 1852 and 58, describing himself as follows: 
 

Fuller Henry.  Chemical Stopperer, 3, Gunpowder Al. Shoe Lane 
 
So presumably he specialised in one key area of glass-cutting, while his brother 
Richard, also a glass-cutter, but on a grander scale, worked from the property next 
door from at least 1854 according to the Land Tax records6: 
 
 1854 City of London, St. Bride 
   3 Gunpowder Alley,   Henry Fuller  House      £1 6/10 
 1855 City of London, Farringdon Without  

 2 Gunpowder Alley  Richard Fuller    House     £1 14/6 
 3 Gunpowder Alley  Henry Fuller    House     £1 6/10 
1857 City of London, Farringdon Without  
 2 Gunpowder Alley  Richard Fuller    House     £1 16/- 
             3 Gunpowder Alley    Henry Fuller     House      £1 8/ - 

  
By the final year of his life, most of the rest of the family had joined the 

brothers in Gunpowder Alley, as directories show Richard and Jonathan Fuller as 
glass cutters at 2 Gunpowder Alley from 1856 -70, Jonathan by himself from 1871-79, 
and his widow Mary Ann from 1880 -82.  The 1861 census7 shows Jonathan with his 
family and his sister Elizabeth ð working as a glass froster ð living at no. 2, and of 

                                                 
4 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/  1851 census, St. Bride, HO 107/1527 
5 Post Office London Directory, Kelly  
6 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/  Land Tax, City of London  
7 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/  1861 census, St. Bride, RG 9/221 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/


46 

 

course this was the address given on both Richard and Phoebe Fullerõs death 
certificates.  Henry didnõt die there, however.  Like thousands of other Londoners of 
his generation, he had moved out of the City to the new suburb of Camberwell, 
maybe to live with his son in his final  illness.  The directories suggest he was still 
working in Gunpowder Alley until shortly before his death.  However, he had 
clearly been in poor health for some time as his death certificate shows: 

 
22nd December 1857; 345 Albany Rd, Henry Fuller, male, 50 years, Chemical  
Glass Stopperer (master), Cysterrhoea 10 years diarrhoea 6 days, H Fuller  
present at the death, 345 Albany Rd Camberwell, 23rd December 1857. 

 

It is interesting that his son registered him as a master of his craft, although he seems 
never to have completed an apprenticeship.  He had outlived his parents by less 
than a year and a half.  Maybe they knew he was unlikely to live long when they 
wrote their own wills.  However, Henry himself seems to have been either unaware 
of his impendin g death or aware that there was little to leave as he wrote no will of 
his own, despite both parents and his son doing so.  As it was, Jane had to apply for 
letters of administration 8: 
 

Probate 9.3.1858.  Effects under £100 
Letters of Administration of the personal estate and effects of Henry Fuller,  
late of 345, Albany Rd, Camberwell, Surrey and of 3, Gunpowder Alley,  
Shoe Lane in the City of London, chemical stopperer, dec. who died  
22nd December 1857 at 345, Albany Rd aforesaid, were granted at the Principal  
Registry to Jane Fuller of 345, Albany Rd aforesaid, widow the relict of  
the said deceased, she having first been sworn. 

 

 So was there a mystery surrounding Henry Fuller?  Baptised on the day of his 
parentsõ marriage, he was clearly conceived considerably earlier.  Were his parents 
hoping that no live child would come from their liaison?  Or had Phoebe's liaison 
been with someone else?  There was at least a five year gap before Richard and 
Phoebe had another child, assuming even that John was theirs.  The other surviving 
children were born in 1815, õ18, õ20 and õ27, making Elizabeth nearly 20 years 
younger than her brother Henry.  Recently, I came across a reference to the 
possibility that syphilis could be responsi ble for a large gap in a family tree.  An 
infected mother can pass congenital syphilis to a child in utero.  This can cause 
miscarriage, or failure to thrive in an infant.  However, the effects are self -limiting, 
and after a period of between 4 and 6 years, the mother ceases to be infectious.  This 
would fit the scenario perfectly, although it must be seen as speculation.  A first 
child, Henry, is born before infection takes place.  One or more miscarriages follow, 
perhaps, and then two children are born wh o die as infants.  Seven years later, the 
first of four children who survive to adulthood is born.  Given the fact that Henryõs 
wife appears to have died as a result of infection with syphilis, I have wondered 
whether Henry was infected at birth and passed  the disease on.  However, I have not 
been able to find out whether this is possible.  It is certainly true that syphilis is 

                                                 
8 http://ancestry.co.uk/  National Probate Calendar 

http://ancestry.co.uk/
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thought to have affected as much as 10% of the population in the 19th century, with 
rates higher in urban areas, so, given that this was a city of London family, it is quite 
possible that two generations caught the disease independently. 
 

Unlike his brothers, Henry was not apprenticed to their father, and I have 
found no proof of him serving an apprenticeship elsewhere, although he pr esumably 
learnt the craft of glass-cutting well enough to be described as a master craftsman on 
his death certificate.  He seems to have broken away from the family for a time in 
running a chop and coffee house, although he was obviously in contact with hi s 
siblings in later life.  His father makes no mention of him in his will and leaves the 
residue of the estate to his ôfour  childrenõ, namely Ebenezer, Richard, Jonathan and 
Elizabeth.  Was Richard not in a position to take an apprentice when Henry was the 
right age?  He doesnõt seem to have taken an official apprentice until after he was 
made a freeman of London in 1830.  Did he disapprove of Henryõs choice of bride? 
She had been married before; no record of death for her husband has come to light ð 
which is not to say that it doesnõt exist.  Or was religion the rub, once Richard had 
embraced non-conformity?  Henry doesnõt seem to have baptised his own children.  
There is one other possible explanation, although it is pure speculation, that maybe 
Henry was Phoebeõs child but not Richardõs.  However, Phoebe also left the bulk of 
her estate to her four younger children; Henry only got her writing desk, so maybe 
Iõm making much out of nothing.  Maybe he had already received his share in order 
to set up his business in Godliman Street many years earlier, or maybe as the oldest 
and officially heir at law some part of his parents estate came to him automatically.  

 
Henryõ siblings were all involved in the glass business at some stage of their 

lives.  Richard, having served an apprenticeship with his father, was granted the 
Freedom of the City in 1843, when he was living at 30, Fetter Lane in Holborn.  He 
married Susanna Plant at St. Mary Islington in 1838 and they had six children: Mary 
Ann, Susanna, Charles, Frederick, Emma and Henry, before Susanna died in 1858.  
He was enumerated in 18519 at Union Terrace, off Fetter Lane, paid Land Tax in the 
mid -1850s on property in Gunpowder Alley 10 and was enumerated with second wife 
Mary Ann Buckland (whom he had married in 185 9 in Norwood) at 27, Buckingham 
Street Finsbury in 186111, which was presumably his home although the directories 
show him to be running his business in Gunpowder Alley.   His death was recorded 
in Islington registration district 12 in 1870. 

 
Jonathan, who had been still living at home in 1841, had moved to Grays Inn 

Lane by 185113 with wife Mary Ann Stevenson, whom he had married at St. Andrew 
Holborn in 1846 (witnessed by brother Ebenezer), and son William.  In 186114 he was  

                                                 
9 http://ancestry.co.uk/  1851 Census Holborn St. Andrew, HO 107/1514 
10 http://ancestry.co.uk/  Land Tax, St Bride, London   
11 http://ancestry.co.uk/  1861 Census Finsbury, RG 9/133 
12 http://freebmd.rootsweb.com/   
13 http://ancestry.co.uk/  1851 Census Holborn St. Andrew, HO 107/1513 
14 http://ancestry.co.uk/  1861 Census St. Bride, RG 9/211 

http://ancestry.co.uk/
http://ancestry.co.uk/
http://ancestry.co.uk/
http://freebmd.rootsweb.com/
http://ancestry.co.uk/
http://ancestry.co.uk/
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Tree 6 - Descendants of Richard and Phoebe Fuller

Richard Fuller
Born: 1783

in Gray's Inn Lane,
St.Andrew's,

Holborn
Baptism: 9

November 1783
St. Andrew's,

Holborn
Died: 29 May

1856
in 2, Gunpowder

Alley, St. Bride's,
City of London
Burial: 6 June

1856
Abney Park
Cemetery

Phoebe Poulten
Born: 1778

in Union Ct, St.
Andrew's, Holborn

Baptism: 15
March 1778

St. Andrew's,
Holborn

Married: 14
February 1808

in St. Sepulchre
without Newgate
Died: 14 August

1856
in 2, Gunpowder

Alley, St. Bride's,
City of London

Burial: 18 August
1856

Abney Park
Cemetery

Henry Fuller
Born: 1808

in St. Sepulchre,
London

Baptism: 14
February 1808
St. Andrew's,

Holborn
Died: 22 October

1857
in 345, Albany Rd,

Camberwell, Sy

Jane Dodd
Born: 1805
Baptism: 8

September 1805
Braunston,
Northants

Married: 25
February 1834

in Hornsey,
Middlesex

Died: 3 October
1872

in 13, Lyndhurst
Rd, Peckham,
Camberwell

John Fuller
Born: 1813
Burial: 20

December 1813
St. Sepulchre,

London

Phoebe Fuller
Born: 1814

Burial: 10 January
1815

St. Sepulchre,
London

Susanna Plant
Married: 1838
in Islington
Died: 1858

Richard Fuller
Born: 17

November 1815
Baptism: 2

October 1821
Finsbury

Tabernacle
Died: 1870
in Islington

Mary Ann
Buckland

Married: 1859
in Norwood,

Surrey

Ebenezer Fuller
Born: 29 April

1817
in Holborn

Baptism: 24 April
1818

St. Andrew,
Holborn

Died: 25 June
1895

in Islington
Burial: 29 June

1895
Abney Park
Cemetery

Emily Jane
Harding

Married: 1847
in Islington

Jonathan Fuller
Born: 4 November

1820
in Holborn
Baptism: 2

October 1821
Finsbury

Tabernacle
Died: 12 January

1876
in Finsbury

Burial: 18 January
1876

Abney Park
Cemetery

Mary Ann
Stevenson

Married: 21 June
1846

in St Andrew,
Holborn

Elizabeth Fuller
Born: 13 July

1824
Burial: 9 May

1911
Abney Park

Cemetery, Stoke
Newington

Henry William
Fuller

Born: 30
December 1837

in City of London
Died: 7 February

1901
in Guy's Hospital,

London

Helen Kettle
Born: 1 November

1847
in Holborn
Baptism: 9

January 1848
Hayes, Kent
Married: 21

September 1876
in Hayes, Kent

Died: 23 October
1897

in Peckham,
Surrey

Anne Elizabeth
Fuller

Born: 1841
Died: 30 January

1922
in Camberwell,

Surrey

Mary Ann Fuller
Born: 1840
in London

Susanna Fuller
Born: 1842
in London

Charles Fuller
Born: 1844
in London

Frederick Fuller
Born: 1846
in London

Emma Fuller
Born: 1851
in London

Henry Fuller
Born: 1856
in London

Mary Fuller
Born: 1849
in London

Ebenezer Fuller
Born: 1851
in London

Emily Fuller
Born: 1851
in London

Jonathan Fuller
Born: 1855
in London

Robert Fuller
Born: 1857
in London

William Fuller
Born: 1849
in London

Richard Fuller
Born: 1854
in London

Thomas Fuller
Born: 1859
in London

Date and place of birth of the children of Richard, Ebenezer 
and Jonathan are approximate.
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enumerated at 2, Gunpowder Alley.  His wife had produced two more children 
Richard and Thomas, but there is no sign of William, so maybe he died young. The 
family has eluded discovery in the 1871 census, which is a pity, as by 1881 Jonathan 
was dead, and the widowed  Mary Ann was enumerated working as a glass 
manufacturer in 188115 with sons Richard and Thomas both working as glass cutters.  
Jonathan had died in 1876, aged 56, and was buried near his parents in Abney Park 
Cemetery16 on 18th January.  Probate17 was granted on 3rd March with effects under 
£300: 

 
The will of Jonathan Fuller, late of 2 Gunpowder -alley East-Harding -street  
in the City of London Glass Cutter who died 12 th January 1876 at St. Markõs  
Hospital City -road é was provedé by Mary Ann Fuller éwidow the Relict  
and Ebenezer Fuller of 272 Essex-road é Silversmith the Brother the  
Executors 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Abney Park Cemetery chapel  
 

Ebenezer, who had been living with his family but working as a clerk in 1841, 
married Emily Jane Harding on 9 th May 1847 at St. Mary Islington.  His brother 
Jonathan witnessed the ceremony.  By 185118 he was living in Amwell Street, 
Clerkenwell with his wife and three children ð Mary, Ebenezer and Emily - and a 
servant.  He was working as a clerk in a silversmithõs factory, but by 186119 he 
seemed to have been promoted the role of manufacturing silversmithõs assistant, and 
there were two more children ð Jonathan and Robert - at the house on Prebend 
Street.  By 187120 the family had moved to Essex Street, still in Islington, but 
                                                 
15 http://ancestry.co.uk/  1881 Census St. Bride, RG 11/375 
16 http://www.devsys.co.uk/ap/  Abney Park Cemetery Records 
17 http://ancestry.co.uk/  National Probate Calendar 
18 http://ancestry.co.uk/  1851 Census Clerkenwell, HO 107/1519 
19 http://ancestry.co.uk/  1861 Census Islington, RG 9/147 
20 http://ancestry.co.uk/  1871 Census Islington, RG 10/267 

http://ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.devsys.co.uk/ap/
http://ancestry.co.uk/
http://ancestry.co.uk/
http://ancestry.co.uk/
http://ancestry.co.uk/
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Ebenezer was clerk to a manufacturing silversmith again, so maybe the role hadnõt 
really changed.  Ten years later21, Emily had died, but three of the children were still 
at home.  In 189122, he was recorded as a silversmith.  Three of his children were still 
living at home, and it looks as if his sister Elizabeth was living next door, on her own 
means.  The National Probate Calendar23 shows that he died at 272 Essex Road, 
Islington on 25 th June 1895, and that his son Jonathan, a silversmith, was granted 
probate of an estate worth £223 19/6.  He chose to be buried at Abney Park 
Cemetery24, where he was interred on 29th June, (grave 010606, section G04, 
alongside his brother Jonathan and wife Emily).  The gravestone also records Emily's 
mother and an infant Phoebe who was presumably a daughter of Ebenezer's. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family grave of Ebenezer Fuller  
 

Elizabeth, the youngest sibling and only surviving girl, never married.  She 
was living with her parents until their deaths, then with her brother Jonathan in 
Gunpowder Alley, still working in the family business.  After his death she seems to 
have gone to live near Ebenezer, and in 191125 she was recorded at 185 Philip Lane, 
Tottenham, living on private means with her spinster nieces Mary and Emily.  Her 
birthplace is given as Holloway, but should read Holborn.  She was buried on 9 th 

                                                 
21 http://ancestry.co.uk/  1881 Census Islington, RG 10/263 
22 http://ancestry.co.uk/  1891 Census Islington, RG 10/165 
23 http://ancestry.co.uk/  National Probate Calendar 
24 http://www.devsys.co.uk/ap/  Abney Park Cemetery Records 
25 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/   1911 Census, Tottenham, RG 14/7308, 

http://ancestry.co.uk/
http://ancestry.co.uk/
http://ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.devsys.co.uk/ap/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/


51 

 

May 1911 at Abney Park Cemetery26, in grave 058558, section N09, alongside her 
sister-in-law Mary -Ann.  

 
 Henry William Fuller, father of Katharine Joan and son of Henry and Jane 
Fuller, was born on 30th December 1837, just into the period of civil registration ð 
which is just as well, as no baptism has come to light for either him or his sister.  The 
other columns on his birth certificate give the following information:  
 

14, Godliman St, St. Gregory by St. Paulõs, Henry William Fuller, Male,  
Henry Fuller, Jane Fuller, late Colledge (widow) formerly Dodd,  
Coffee House Keeper, Henry Fuller, father, 14, Godliman St, reg. 4.1.1838. 

 
From Godliman Street, he moved to Johnsonõs Court, and then to Gunpowder 

Alley.  By the age of 12 he had developed an elegant copperplate hand, as evidenced 
by a letter dated June 14th 1850: 

 

My dear Parents 
  I am requested to present Dr Sherryõs compliments and inform 

you  
that the school will close on Friday 21st inst., and will reopen on Monday, July 

8th. 
  With love to all the family,  
   I remain, my dear parents, 

Your dutiful Son,  
     Henry Fuller  

 

Whether this was purely a handwriting exercise, an easy way of generating a 
parental letter or he was actually being educated away from home is unclear.  I 
suspect the former, as the census the following year describes him as a ôscholar at 
homeõ. 

 

 In 1851 he became a student at the City of London School.  Family lore has it 
that he owed his place there to the familyõs livery company connections, so maybe 
his father did serve an apprenticeship to one of the guilds, or maybe it was his 
grandfather Richardõs influence which secured his entry to the school founded as a 
charitable bequest in the reign of Henry V.  By the time Henry William became a 
scholar there, the school was housed in a neo-Gothic building in Milk Street.  There 
were 400 pupils and according to the school website27: 
 
 Unusually, there was to be no religious test for either boys or masters.  

 
The curriculum laid down by the Committee broke with the customary  
monopoly of classics, and specified science and a range of modern  
languages, taught by native speakers, and Hebrew. 

                                                 
26 http://www.devsys.co.uk/ap/  Abney Park Cemetery Records 
27 http://www.clsb.org.uk/history/  City of London School  

http://www.devsys.co.uk/ap/
http://www.clsb.org.uk/history/
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Letter from Henry William Fuller to his parents  
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The headmaster in Henryõs time was Rev. Dr. G.F. Mortimer, known for his liberal 
views and anti -slavery stance, and his signature appears on the school reports which 
have come down through the family.  
 
 The first of these is dated Christmas 1851, and shows the class to have 
consisted of 62 boys.  Henry came 6th in class for: Latin, Greek and Classical  
Literature in general; English and History; and Geography.  The bracketed comment 
is simply:  
 
 Highly creditable.  
 

He received the same comment for Arithmetic, Algebra and Mathematics in general, 
in which he came 9th.  French (position 8th) was: 
 
 Very satisfactory. 
 

Only Writing let him down; he came 20 th.  At the bottom of the sheet is a printed 
note which shows that some things never change: 
 
 The Parents and Guardians of the Pupils are particularly requested to  

cause them to be punctual in returning to the School at the time  
appointed, and in their daily attendance.  

 

The following year, Henry was in Class 3, containing 50 boys.  He was still 
studying the Classics (9th in class), but seems to have abandoned English, History 
and Geography for Euclid, which he obviously found more taxing than Arithmetic, 
as in the latter he was 3rd, and the former 17th.  However, his performance in all 
these, and in French (5th in class), was deemed ôHighly satisfactoryõ.  Writing was 
still a weak point, but his average performance was considered satisfactory.   
 

He had also taken up Chemistry and Natural Philosoph y (the name at the 
time for what we would call Physics, and probably Biology), and was reported to be 
ôVery satisfactoryõ.  His conduct, however, was judged to be ôExcellentõ and his 
attendance ôRegularõ. 
 
 At Christmas 1853, Henry had completed Class 4, which had 28 boys, and 
was still doing well in Classics; the comment being ôVery praiseworthyõ as opposed 
to a shade of satisfactory.  By English, History and Geography, his teacher has 
written:  
 
 A boy of great promise. 

 
The rest of his subjects are judged to be versions of satisfactory, and he seems to 
have given up Science in favour of German.  Either these were all taster courses 
which complemented the basic curriculum or the standard subjects were not 
reported on. 
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School Report ð Henry William Fuller  
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End of term account ð City of London School  

 
 


