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Jessie Joan Brown – Streatham, Coulsdon and Purley 
 
 My mum always said she hated her name.  Joan, after her mother, wasn’t 
too bad, but Jessie, for the formidable, Victorian grandmother who cut into her 
cakes to check the texture and expected embroidery stitches to be tiny and 
perfect, was just too much. 
 
 Jess was born on 7th January 1921, separated by five years and the First 
World War from her brother Don.  It was a Friday, at 3 o’clock in the morning 
and the birth was at home – ‘Walbrook’, 65 Strathbrook Road, Streatham.  
According to my grandmother’s account: 
 
 She was the direct cause of her father falling into the hands of the Police. 
 

This information comes from a little red book entitled History of the 1st 12 Months 
of Jessie Joan Brown, and no explanation is given other than that: 
 
 She entered the world in a hurry, being born before the doctor arrived. 
 

so presumably Grandpa had been dispatched to fetch Dr Speirs, and was 
apprehended rushing through the deserted streets by the local constabulary.   
 
 The new baby weighed 6 lb 11 oz and was 21 inches in height. She had 
dark brown hair - which later turned ‘mousy’ and at a very early age grey - and 
blue eyes.  Her mother’s account fondly describes her as a good baby, giving no 
trouble at night and strong enough to push herself up from a very early age.  For 
the first two weeks, a nurse (Jessie Todd) had charge of her, and then she passed: 
 
 …into the sole control of her mother. 
 

who writes of presents, visitors, trips out in the pram and brother Don. 
 
 She was baptized at All Saints Blenheim Grove Peckham on Sunday 13th 
February, receiving more presents.  William Hendry and Sarah Jessie Brown (her 
paternal grandparents) were her godparents, along with her aunt, Louisa Annie 
Brown.  One of her maternal aunts, Margaret, and her husband Charles Peddie 
also attended.  In the third week of February, the weather was good enough for 
several trips to Streatham Common for fresh air ‘which agreed with her’.  A few 
weeks later, a vaccination and a first photo are both recorded.  By March 18th she 
weighed 10 lb 14 oz and was growing out of her ‘long clothes’:   
  
 She was shortened on Sunday and looked very nice indeed in her new clothes. 
 

In mid-April, it snowed, and Jess, who was now very much taking notice 
and showing enjoyment: 
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 …gooed at it and wriggled with delight. 
 

The little book continues for a few more weeks, covering a first party, a first visit 
to Grannie’s while her parents attended cousin Les Peddie’s christening, and a 
first bus ride.  (She had already been on a tram.)  It also records a week of slow 
weight gain, put down to Spring Cleaning - a brief aside which shows how hard 
women then must have worked on the domestic front if it reduced the milk flow.  
The record stops abruptly at 17 weeks, but the final sentence maybe sums up the 
cheerful person she was to become: 
 
 She loves to hear herself laugh aloud. 
 

Maybe it was at this point that my grandmother began keeping The 
Progress Book which is subtitled as An Illustrated Register of Development from Birth 
till Coming of Age and After and printed by Mellins Baby Food.  It records the time 
and place of her birth, along with the names of her parents, grandparents and 
paternal great-grandparents.  Under ‘Early Progress’ we are told that she first 
stood on 6th October 1921 and first walked alone on 18th January the following 
year.  Her first sentence, spoken on 14th September 1921 was: ‘It’s pretty’ which 
obviously became a catch-phrase, as it’s also listed under ‘Funny Sayings’.  Her 
first tune was Oh Mr Porter.  By the end of the first year, she weighed 21 lbs 10 oz, 
was 2’ 5” tall, with medium, slightly curly hair, and under ‘Hereditary 
Peculiarities’, my grandmother has written: 

 
Very talkative. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Immunisation Certificate 

 
Though generally a healthy child, in the summer of 1921, she had Measles, 

which made a second attack in 1925.  1924 brought Influenza and Whooping  
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Bill Brown and Jessie in uniform 
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Jessie Brown - Girl Guide 
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Cough which lasted for six weeks.  Much later, on 28th June 1935, she was one of 
the early recipients of the new diphtheria immunization. 
 

She started school in September 1926, at Lexden House School, which 
Mum always referred to as ‘Miss Munsie’s’.   The Teachers’ Registration Council1 
records two Miss Munsies – Julia Maria and Bertha Carrie.  They lived at 10, 
Heybridge Avenue, just round the corner from Strathbrook, and the school 
seems to have operated from there.  Neither registration records any formal 
teacher training, and the limited list of ‘attainments’ of the two women confirms 
Mum’s opinion that Miss Munsie’s was something of a dame school.  However, 
she was soon reading for pleasure – a habit she retained throughout her life.   

 
According to The Progress Book, another lifelong hobby was already firmly 

established: 
 
…could knit at 4 ½ years of age. 

 

Knitting and dancing appear as recreations in 1925, followed by Fretwork in 
1926.  Like most small children, she also enjoyed painting, winning a prize in the 
Streatham Times competition when she was four.  Elocution was first mentioned 
in 1929, and was to spark a lifelong interest in performance.  A newspaper 
cutting with a date of Saturday 23rd November (unfortunately the year is 
missing, but probably 1935) has a headline which reads: 
 
 PRIZE WINNERS CONCERT: Talented Elocutionists and Dancers 
 …. Among the elocutionists was Jessie Brown who displayed great dramatic  

power for one so young in her rendering of “The Hero of the Commune” 
 

This is a fairly melodramatic poem about a young Marshal Ney during the 
French Revolution; I remember hearing my mother perform it in later life, along 
with numerous monologues, both serious and comic.   
 
 A first holiday, at Rothley near Leicester, was spoiled by illness; under 
‘amusements’ is the ironic comment ‘measles’!  However, during the twenties, 
Jess visited Bognor, Clacton, Scunthorpe and Cleethorpes, Little Holland, Bognor 
and Deal.  The Lincolnshire holidays were probably spent with Dadd cousins 
living in the area, but all list bathing and digging as key pastimes.    
 

Photographs in this book bear testimony to other favourite occupations – 
dancing, dressing up, playing with pets – and dressing them up too – swimming, 
guiding.  At some point she was chosen to pose for a painting which was 
supposedly commissioned for Norwich Cathedral.  The original shows a seated 

                                                 
1 http://www.findmypast.co.uk/search/teachers-registrations/  

http://www.findmypast.co.uk/search/teachers-registrations/
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Virgin and child in the centre, St Martin and a boy scout on the right and St. 
Nicholas on the left, with my Mum in her guide’s uniform kneeling at his feet 
gazing at the Christ child.  I still have a wooden panel, a copy of her bit of the 
picture, given to her by the unknown artist.  There is also a photo of Jess aged 
about 5 wearing a perfect miniature version of her father’s London Scottish 
uniform, complete with sporran.  
 
 Secondary education was at St. Martin in the Fields School at Tulse  
Hill.  Although sited in the suburbs, the school was linked to the church on the 
edge of Trafalgar Square.  The school2 website has the following information: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Martin in the Field School 

 
St. Martin-in-the-Fields High School for Girls was founded in 1699; thus  
we have a tradition and experience of education that extends over 300 years. 
In the mid-17th century, our church St. Martin-in-the-Fields and the SPCK  
(Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge) were headed by radical  
thinkers who believed that a school should be provided to educate the girls  
of the parish. The consensus then was that only boys required a formal  
education. 
 
Originally, the school was based in Charing Cross Road, close to our founding  
church.  Near to the beginning of the last century, however, it was felt that a  
larger building with extensive grounds and playing fields was necessary, so in  
1928 the school was moved to its present home in Tulse Hill.  It was officially  
opened by the Duchess of York, who was later given the title of Queen Mother. 

  

England was at the height of the Depression when Mum was a pupil at St. 
Martin’s, and her parents struggled to keep her there and ensure she had a good 
education.  She cycled to and fro, whatever the weather, saving on bus fares but 

                                                 
2 http://www.stmartins.lambeth.sch.uk/ 
 

http://www.stmartins.lambeth.sch.uk/
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suffering vicious chilblains in the winter.  Mainly, she managed to avoid getting 
her bike wheels stuck in the tram lines: one time she failed; she picked herself up 
from the ground to find that the impact of her wrist on the road had flattened a 
troublesome ganglion.  Most of the girls at school had a winter coat as well as a 
uniform one, and Mum often recalled the humiliation of being made to walk 
slightly apart from her friends at weekends as she only had her school coat to 
wear. 

Apart from that, she seems to have enjoyed her schooling.  She knew how 
much her parents valued education, and was under no illusions that if she was in 
trouble at school she would be in twice as much when she got home.  She was in 
awe of her Art teacher, Elfrida Dadd, a distant cousin descended from the family 
of Richard Dadd - the mad, fairy artist.  She loved her science lessons in 
particular, sharing her brother Don’s scientific bent.  Languages defeated her, 
however, a surprising fact given that she was so articulate.  It was the failure to 
get to grips with Latin and French which prevented her from matriculating. 

 
Outside school, she had a close family, as well as a wide circle of friends.  

Her father, William George Brown, may have had to be exhorted by his wife to 
remember Jessie’s birthday, when he would apparently only reluctantly hand 
over half a crown to commemorate the event, but he drew cartoons to go in her 
autograph album, and dressed her up in a facsimile of his army uniform and 
filled her with stories about her ancestors.   

 
 

 

       

Album sketch - WGB 

Album sketch - KJB 

 
Jess and her Mum, Katherine Joan, were best of friends, if the stories are to 

be believed.  They shared the same ridiculous sense of humour, went swimming 
and walking together and took holidays together during the war years.  A 
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number of paintings in the album are from ‘Mummy’.  Brother Don was less 
forthcoming, and had to be persuaded from time to time to give his sister a kiss.  
Not surprising behaviour for a much older brother. 

 
Mum’s cousin Betty, six months younger, daughter of her mother’s 

brother Jack, lived just round the corner in Heybridge Avenue.  They were more 
like sisters than cousins, playing together as children, marrying and being 
bridesmaid to each other within weeks, and holidaying together in the Lake 
District in later life. 

 
The circle of friends was known as ‘The Gang’.  This group roamed 

Streatham Common, playing British Bulldog and Bump the Barrel – a game 
which involved leapfrogging as far as possible up a chain of people all bent over 
together.  Mum always told me that she was put at the front of the chain as she 
was quite small, but on one memorable occasion, someone quite big took an 
almighty leap and landed on her back.  She always said her knees momentarily 
bent the wrong way – which I find hard to believe; but it is possible that the 
experience contributed to later back problems.  Later, the gang went swimming 
together, both at the baths and in Tooting Bec; and on long rides out into Surrey.  
Both Mum and Dad described cycling on Headley Common, which was 
featureless enough to get lost on.  According to them, it didn’t matter how hard 
you peddled away from Headley church spire, a few minutes later, it would pop 
up in front of you again. 

 
Although Dad was part of the gang of her childhood, it seems that in the 

early days he was not impressed by Mum.  Evidently his catchphrase was: 
 

Go home and tell your mother I hate the sight of you. 
 

However, even if he wasn’t keen at this point, there were several other 
boyfriends; she sometimes recalled one rejected suitor called ‘Nip’ who she said: 
 

would have given me the top brick off the chimney. 
 

She was also close to her cousin Les Peddie.  There are numerous war-
time photos of Mum and Les dressed up and acting out melodramatic roles like 
the Sheik of Araby.  Les was also around when the family decided to remove the 
lawn and ‘dig for victory’.  The London clay was tough-going to say the least, but 
Les apparently found the energy to dig it over by seeing each clod as: 

 
another German head, 
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Without the Matric, employment opportunities were limited.  In common 
with many girls of her time, Mum took a shorthand and typing course, and 
headed for a secretarial job, dressed in the uniform navy blue frock with white  
collar and cuffs.  Finding herself in an all-male environment, she joked that she 
had to count the bald heads before using the one toilet on the premises.  
However, by this time, early ‘antipathy’ from Dad had blossomed into romance, 
and at 17 years of age, she became engaged to Cyril Ronald Grainge, four years 
her senior.  It was 1938 and war was looming; my grandfather wouldn’t 
countenance a marriage which could leave his daughter a widow with young 
children.  So, like so many things, the wedding was put off ‘for the duration’. 
  

While my Dad joined up, and had a relatively peaceful war mainly based 
in the Middle East, Mum endured the London Blitz.  She worked for 
Westminster Bank at their Chelsea branch, and each morning cycled a different 
route from Streatham to Chelsea, as roads were bombed out in turn.  Nights were 
spent either on fire watch at the bank, where - armed with a bucket and a stirrup 
pump - she was expected to deal with any incendiaries which landed on the roof, 
or in the air-raid shelter in the garden at Strathbrook Road.  Before being sent 
overseas, my Dad went AWOL in order to see her.  My grandmother phoned 
Mum’s boss and told him she was needed at home to clear up bomb damage, 
thus giving them time to say goodbye.  For the next four and a half years, they 
communicated by letter.  Many years later, when she burned her love letters 
rather than have them read by others after her death, a neighbour complained 
about the smoke.  Always ready to see the funny side, she decided it must be the 
passion therein causing the problem. 

 Many of the stories I grew up with centred on the war, like the one about 
the time she and her mother threw themselves to the ground at the sound of a 
bomb dropping, only to find when she got up that she had landed in a tin of shoe 
polish.  There was also a story about her mother absent-mindedly filling the tea 
caddy with boiling water instead of the tea-pot, and then the pair of them 
spreading the precious tea ration out to dry on sheets of newspaper.  The one we 
liked best, though, was the story of nights spent in the Anderson shelter.  Every 
time (apparently) that my grandfather got up to go out to the loo, he hit his head 
on the door frame and swore.  When he was half way up the garden, Mum 
would hear the whine of a V 1 bomb and shout, ‘Dad, doodlebug coming,’ 
causing Grandpa to backtrack swiftly, banging his head and swearing a second 
time.  No doubt the story wasn’t spoilt by the telling, but it conjured up a 
wonderful image. 

During the war years, what holidays she and her mother took were spent 
in rural Kent as the coast was off-limits.  Once they stayed at the Henry VIII pub 
at Hever.  Other times she camped with other young women at Kilndown, on a  
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Cyril Ronald Grainge and Jessie Joan Brown 
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potato farm.  She described how, on the second morning, everyone always got 
out of the tents bent double, as no one could stand up straight after a day’s spud-  
picking.  She also recalled doing a jig with her mother somewhere on the Weald 
as they watched waves of gliders pass over on their way to support the D-Day 
landings, realising that the tide of war was finally turning in the Allies’ favour. 

 
As my Dad had joined the Territorial Army before the outbreak of war, he 

was one of the first to be de-mobbed in 1945.  So it was that they were finally free 
to marry at Immanuel Church in Streatham on 2nd June 1945.  Cousin Betty was 
her bridesmaid, and lent her a veil of Brussels lace which had been worn by her 
own mother – clothing being strictly rationed.  I think the dress was also 
borrowed.  Mum did have her own head-dress, though, with wax orange 
blossoms.  For years after, it lived on her dressing table, and as a child, I was 
fascinated by these fragile flowers.  After the ceremony and reception, Mum and 
Dad headed off to a show, Mum struggling in ill-fitting shoes loaned by her 
cousin Phyllis Dadd.   
 

The next day, they left for a honeymoon in Seaton, a time in which Mum 
described herself as truly happy, though this didn’t prevent her from crying into  
her boiled egg on the first morning of her honeymoon, presumably a mixture of 
homesickness and heightened emotion after four and a half years of not knowing 
if she would ever see her fiancé again.  They returned to Streatham to live with 
her parents, in common with many newly married couples at the time, due to the 
extreme housing shortage at the end of the war.   

Within a short time, Jess was expecting.  However, before the baby was 
born, she found herself nursing her mother through terminal cancer.  My sister 
was born two months after her grandmother’s death.  My grandfather doted on 
the new baby – a replacement for his dead wife – and within a year, my parents 
were looking for their own home, before their baby became totally spoilt. 

In 1947, the young family moved into 61, Winifred Road, Coulsdon, 
Surrey, a 1930s built 3-bedroomed house overlooking Chipstead Valley, and 
three years later, I was brought to this house after my birth at Purley Cottage 
Hospital.  Many of my earliest memories are of my mother in this house:  
standing at the china sink in the corner of the kitchen; hanging washing on the 
line, having first washed it in the new Hoover washing machine, rinsed it by 
hand and mangled it; polishing the lino floors on her hands and knees; working 
in the garden after we had gone to bed on summer evenings.  Mum had not 
enjoyed office work, and embraced domesticity wholeheartedly.   

That’s not to say that life wasn’t tough.  Unlike the other young mums in 
the road, she had no mother of her own on hand to help, and her mother-in-law 
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was elderly and in Norbury.  I vividly remember stories of her hopping along the 
landing with a full baby bath to wash me when a problem with her foot made it 
impossible to put it to the floor.  Fathers didn’t take time off to help with 
childcare when mothers were ill in those days.  I also recall her horror of the 
winter when my sister and I had one infection after another, and she didn’t leave 
the house from Christmas to April.  She had no car; the grocer, butcher, baker 
and milkman delivered to the door, and convention dictated that children were 
kept indoors if ill or infectious.  She must have gone totally stir-crazy. 

When we were old enough to go to school, she collected us and took us for 
a walk on most days – usually to near-by Banstead Downs – getting us home in 
time for tea.  (Dinner was at lunch-time.  We came home.  No canteen food for us 
at primary school.)  On winter evenings, we sometimes sat in the dining room 
rather than the kitchen to have tea, listening to Children’s Hour on the radio, 
before our bedtime story.  Dad did not usually get home in time to do other than 
come and kiss us goodnight in bed, so the vast majority of the childcare devolved 
on Mum.   

She had continued her interest in elocution and performance into 
adulthood, gaining a Lamda gold medal in elocution in 1954 and silver medal in 
acting in 1955.  She joined the Townswomen’s Guild, and took part 
wholeheartedly in the amateur dramatics they put on.  On one occasion, she was 
rehearsing her lines so convincingly at home that Helen Hayes, her neighbour, 
sent husband George round because she was convinced domestic violence was 
taking place!  Although it was only ‘am dram’ she received some good reviews in 
the local press.  For example: 

 
Jessie Grainge, as Mary Tudor turned in a polished performance 

 

and 
 
 Jessie Grainge worked hard as her bitchy step-daughter despite having to  

fight against the hesitancy of her supporting cast. 
 

and again 
 
 Jessie Grainge, as a frightened orphan … [was] particularly convincing. 
 

A final review demonstrates the range of roles she undertook: 
 
 Jessie Grainge was always in character as the vain, gossip-spreading peasant 
 girl. 
 

The drama group was presumably pretty good of its kind, for another clipping 
bears the headline:  
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 GUILD STRIKE GOLD AGAIN IN SURREY DRAMA FESTIVAL 
 For the second year running the Coulsdon Evening Townswomen’s Guild 
 were awarded a gold star – the highest possible – for their entry in the  

Surrey Federation Drama Festival 

 
Mum was congratulated in this instance on her ‘subtle characterisation’. 

Once we got to secondary school – too far away for home dinners – she 
had more free time.  Her best friend Rylva lived just down the road, and they 
walked and talked in equal measure.  She was also involved in the local 
Methodist Church, teaching Sunday School, among other things.  Through the 
church she became involved in visiting mentally ill patients at Cane Hill 
Hospital, something she did with a sense of duty rather than pleasure for years 
for it was a fairly depressing environment.  She also taught elocution one 
afternoon a week.  On Thursdays, it was always casserole and rice pudding for 
dinner, both placed in the oven to cook slowly while she went into the living 
room to work with her students.   Through daily walks with Sheltie, our cross 
Border Collie/Shetland Sheepdog, she was identified everywhere locally as ‘the 
lady with the brown and white dog.’ 

Family holidays were at locations on the south coast – between Margate 
and Swanage - until Dad bought a car in 1959.  Then we visited Wales, the Lake 
District, Scotland by dormobile and Ireland by caravan.  In these westerly resorts 
we often got wet, but that didn’t stop us walking up hills and across cliffs.  When 
the weather was good enough for the beach, Dad took over parenting, taking us 
swimming and rock scrambling, while Mum sat and read or knitted, prevented 
from swimming by back problems. 

When we children were grown up, Mum declared herself ‘sick of 
polishing the same floor’ after 22 years, and my parents moved to 37, 
Riddlesdown Avenue, Purley.  Here she cultivated an enormous and colourful 
garden.  When Dad retired, they took up the piano, went walking, and joined a 
choir.  Determined that I should not be as isolated with a young family as she 
had been, she and my Dad came over once a week when the grandchildren 
turned up, developing a close relationship with them.  Indeed, my daughter 
invented a game in which they were sisters, and ‘Sister’ Grandma had to do as 
she was told! 

 
At 72, she developed cancer of the bowel.  When she rang to tell me, she 

said that she had been lucky to have had 72 good years – a typically pragmatic 
and positive response.  She had an operation to remove the growth, describing 
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Tree 1 - Family of Alexander Brown

Alexander

Brown

Died:

in Scoonie?

Mary

Lawrence

Born:

in Cupar,

Fife

Baptism: 31

January

1801

Cupar, Fife

Died:

in Scoonie?

Betsy

Brown

Born: 13

December

1820

in

Edinburgh,

Midlothian

Henry R.

Brown

Born: 2

September

1821

in

Edinburgh,

Midlothian

William

Beveridge

Jannet 

Brown

Born: 28

June 1822

in Cupar,

Fife

Died: 30

May 1898

in Hudson,

New Jersey,

USA

Unknown

Wallace

Margret

Brown

Born: 28

March 1824

in Leven,

Fifeshire

Mary

Brown

Born: 17

November

1825

in Leven,

Fifeshire

Alexander

Brown

Born: 29

September

1827

in Leven,

Fifeshire

Nicol

Brown

Born: 19

December

1830

in Leven,

Scotland

Died: 28

July 1911

in 75,

Choumert

Rd,

Peckham

Ann

Anderson

Born: 1834

in Crieff,

Perthshire

Baptism: 20

April 1834

Crieff,

Perthshire

Married: 27

June 1855

in St Mary

Magdalen,

St George,

Southwark

Died: 13

May 1907

in 75,

Choumert

Rd,

Peckham

Herriot

Brown

Born: 1 June

1833

in Leven,

Fifeshire

Agness

Brown

Born: 29

December

1835

in Leven,

Fifeshire

Alexander

Brown

Born: 29

December

1835

in Leven,

Fifeshire

Matthew

Brown

Born: 29

December

1835

in Leven,

Fifeshire

Dianah

Brown

Born: 17

March 1837

in Leven,

Fifeshire

Agness

Brown

Born: 23

April 1839

in Leven,

Fifeshire

William

Brown

Born: 23

November

1841

in Leven,

Fifeshire



 20 

the process of being a patient as like finding yourself in white water in a river.  
You just have to go with the flow.  The surgery gave her two more years, but the 
cancer eventually returned.  She had further treatment to keep us happy, but it 
was clear she felt it was pointless.  Eventually, she returned home to be nursed 
by my father, and died peacefully on 5th November 1995.  I can still remember 
driving home afterwards in showers of multi-coloured rockets.  Somehow, it 
seemed a fitting send-off.  Thinking of others to the last, she had donated her 
body to the London School of Anatomists.  This summed up her approach to life.  
Enjoy it while you’ve got it, but don’t get sentimental about the remains 
afterwards! 

Her will, dated 20th January 1993, left the bulk of her estate to her nearest 
and dearest, but there were several bequests to charity, the largest being to 
Cancer Research. 

 

Alexander Brown – Edinburgh and Leven 

A common surname like Brown is made harder when the trail leads to 
Edinburgh and there is no reference in the old parish registers there.  A family 
story has it that an early member of the Brown family was a miller.  When a thief 
broke into the mill one night; there was a scuffle; the miller cracked a mill stone 
over the intruder’s head, and was transported.  I have often wondered whether 
the story has been twisted in the telling and that Alexander Brown, my great-
great-great-grandfather, was the miller and maybe fled to the city of Edinburgh 
for fear of transportation.  However, this is total speculation. 

The known truth is much more mundane.  Volume II of a book entitled 
Sacred Biography has been passed down through the family and lists the birth of 
14 children on the inside back cover.  The oldest is Betsy Brown, born in 
Edinburgh on 13th December 1820.  The next child recorded is named Henry 
Robertson, and his birth, also in Edinburgh, is recorded as 9th February 1821.  
This child, therefore, cannot have been the child of Alexander and Mary Brown 
but was maybe adopted having lost his own parents.  It would be easy to 
speculate that he was a relative, but I can find no clue as to his origins.   The next 
child, Jannet, was born in Cupar (her mother’s home town) on 28th June 1822; 
later records all refer to her as Jessie, however.  The rest were all born at Leven, 
in the Kingdom of Fife.  Margaret was born 28th March 1824, Mary on 17th 
November 1825, Alexander on 29th September 1827.  The next child, Nicol, born 
19th December 1830 was my great-great-grandfather.  (See Tree 1 – page 19.) 
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Following Nicol was Herriot (Harriet) – 6th January 1833, and then triplets:  
Agnes, Mathew and another Alexander born on 29th August 1835.  Amazingly, 
three more children followed:  Dianah (later recorded as Ann) on 17th March 
1837, Agnes again on 28th April 1839 and William on 23rd November 1841. 
On the opposite page, it is just possible to read the dedication:         

 
………Mother of us all. 

followed by what looks like a letter B (presumably for Brown).  Frustratingly, the 
page is torn here and there is nothing else to be deciphered.   

No baptisms survive for the first two children but the Cupar register3 has:  
 
Brown   Alexr    Painter and Mary Lawrence his wife,  

a Daughter born. 27th June 1822.   
 

Either the register or the Sacred Book is a day out, but this must be Janet.  The next 
two children were baptized at Scoonie4: 
 

Brown   Mary lawful Daughter of Alexr Brown Painter  
in Leven and his spouse Mary Laurence born  
25th November 1825 and baptised by Rev. George Brewster.   

 
Brown  Alexander lawful Son of Alexander Brown  

Painter in Leven and his spouse Mary Lawson  
[sic] born 22nd September 1827 and baptised  
by Rev. George Brewster  

 

There is no clue as to why the rest of the children weren’t christened.  However, 
the fact that none of the dates seem to be entirely accurate and Mary’s name is 
given wrongly in the final entry might suggest that the Browns weren’t regular 
members of the congregation.  They probably weren’t alone in this.  The Statistical 
Accounts of Scotland (1836) for Scoonie5, in giving a population of 2,163 for Leven 
and its suburbs, comments: 
 
 It is difficult to ascertain with accuracy the average number of births  

as few of the dissenters have the names of their children registered;  
and many belonging to the establishment are equally negligent.  

  

The 1841 census6 shows Alexander Brown at Shore Head in Leven, aged 
41 and a painter.  In the column headed, ‘If born in Scotland, note whether born 

                                                 
3 http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ OPR births Cupar 420/0030/0358 
4 http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ OPR births Scoonie 456/0040/0044 & 

456/0040/0064 
5 http://stat-acc-scot.edina.ac.uk/sas/sas.asp?action=public&passback=  
6 http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ 1841 Census Scoonie 456/00 001/00 0151 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://stat-acc-scot.edina.ac.uk/sas/sas.asp?action=public&passback
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/


 23 

in county or not,’ the answer is ‘no’.  However, in the next column, which asks, 
‘Whether Foreigner or whether born in England or Ireland,’ there is a tick, so 
presumably he was not Scottish.  In the household at Shore Head are Mary - aged 
40; then Henry – 20, Mary – 15, Nicol – 10, Harriet – 8, Ann (presumably Dianah) 
– 4 and Agnes - 2.  All are listed as Browns, even Henry, and all have a ‘y’ in the 
‘born in this county’ column, which wasn’t strictly true.  It is the one tiny fact 
that Alexander was a painter that allowed me to tie in the few baptisms I have 
found for his children, which in turn gave me his wife’s surname. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shore Head, Leven 

 
The 1851 census would have given more information, but by then, 

Alexander’s wife was a widow.  Scottish registers do not record burials, so I 
don’t know when he died.  There is a small headstone in Scoonie burial ground, 
dated 1850, with the following inscription: 

 
Erected by 

Mrs A Brown 
In memory of her  
six children.   Also 
her husband who 

died 15th August 1848 
 

It is just possible that this refers to Alexander.  Mary may well have lost six of her 
children by this time; none of the triplets (who would have been 5 at the time of 
the census) are enumerated, and presumably the earlier Alexander had also died 
as the name had been used again.  Although Harriet and Margaret seem to be 
living locally in service in 1851, there is no sign of Betsy, Henry or Mary in the 
Scoonie returns, so they may well have died.  If we discount Henry, who was 
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evidently not Mary’s son, that implies 6 dead children.  Mary would not have 
been able to afford a detailed headstone.  However, Brown is a common name, 
and there were other Brown families at Leven, and Henry or Betsy would have 
been old enough to have moved away, so the stone may be nothing to do with 
this family at all.  It could be argued that under Scottish law, Mary’s surname 
was still Lawrence, as women keep their own name for life; however, she called 
herself Mary Brown on the 1851 census return. 
 

Her household at 197, High Street, Scoonie in 18517 consisted of the 
following:  

 
Mary Brown Head wid.  F 48 Painter’s widowFife, Cupar 
Nicol Brown Son unm 20 House painter Fife, Leven 
Ann Brown Dau unm 14 Errand Girl Fife, Leven 
Agnes Brown Dau unm 12 Errand Girl Fife, Leven 
William Brown Son unm 10 Errand Boy Fife, Leven 
Janet Beveridge Dau   M 28 Plumber’s wife Fife, Leven 
Mary Beveridge G’dau      U 8 Scholar  Fife, Leven 
Robina Beveridge G’dau  U 6 Scholar  Fife, Leven 
William Beveridge G’son U 4 Scholar   Fife, Leven 
Alexander Beveridge G’son U 2   Fife, Leven 

 

Harriet and Margaret, are recorded as General Servant and House Servant 
respectively in households in Scoonie parish8.   
 

As there was no death record after 1855, I assumed that the widowed 
Mary died before this, but in fact she remarried at Kennoway on 29th December 
1856 and lived for another 20 years in Cowdenbeath as Mrs Henry Pearson 
before dying there on 6th September 1876 of heart disease and dropsy.  Further 
details of her later life and an update on her father Matthew’s English ancestors 
can be found in the appendix to this work. 

 
Janet Beveridge, Nicol’s sister, married a plumber named William 

Beveridge. (See Tree 2 – page 25.) He seems to have been away working when Janet 
was recorded with her mother in 1851.  Their five children: Mary, Robina, 
William, Alexander and Harriet were born in Scoonie between about 1843 and 
52.  There is another child listed in the 1861 census9 for Scoonie – Jemima Wallace 
aged five.  She is Janet’s daughter, but presumably not William’s.  Whether he 
had died by this time or simply left is not clear.  In 1881 Jessie Beveridge and 
Jemima Wallace are living together on Henderson Street in Scoonie10, where 

                                                 
7 http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/  1851Census Scoonie 456/00 001/00 039 
8 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1851 Census, Scoonie; ED: 1; Page:  17; Line: 4; Roll: 1214;  & ED: 3; 
Page:  4; Line: 3; Roll: 569 
9 http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ 1861 Census Scoonie 456/00 001/00 021 
10 http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ 1881 Census Scoonie 254785 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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Tree 2 - Family of Janet Brown

William

Beveridge

Jannet (Jessie)

Brown

Born: 28 June

1822

in Cupar, Fife

Died: 30 M ay

1898

in Hudson,

New Jersey,

USA

Unknown

Wallace

M ary

Beveridge

Born: Abt.

1843

in Scoonie

Robina

Beveridge

Born: Abt.

1845

in Scoonie

Died: 6 July

1881

in New York,

USA

[1] Alexander

Thompson

M arried: 1

January 1866

in Scoonie

William

Beveridge

Born: Abt.

1847

in Scoonie

Alexander

Beveridge

Born: Abt.

1849

in Scoonie

Harriet

Beveridge

Born: Abt.

1852

in Scoonie

Jemima

Wallace

Born: Abt.

1856

in Scoonie

[1] Alexander

Thompson

Jessie is described as a shopkeeper.   This family is quite intriguing; Robina 
married a man named Alexander Thom(p)son at Scoonie on 1st January 1866.  
They had three children – Alexander, William and John – at Scoonie, Jessie Isabel 
in Glasgow in 1871, and then further children in America.  Presumably 
Alexander emigrated first, but Robina followed with the four children in 1872, 
embarking on the California from Glasgow and arriving at New York on 31st 
October11.    At least two further children were born in America – James and 
Robina (they are described as ‘step-sons’ on the 1900 census12, so may be Jemima 
Wallace’s children, but the IGI records two ‘female’ births – no names given to 
Alexander Thompson and ‘Beveridge’.) 

 
Robina died on 6th July 1881, at 287 West 12 Street New York13, and then 

the story takes an interesting twist.  At some time in the next year or so, Jessie 
Beveridge and her youngest daughter headed for America, presumably to help 
Alexander with his large family.  The upshot was that Alexander and Jemima 
married, something which would have been illegal in the UK at the time (the law 
forbidding a marriage to a dead spouse’s sibling was revoked in 1907), and went 
on to have another seven children: Wallace, Jessie, Agnes, May, Elizabeth, Robert 
and Grace.  Nicol Brown’s sister, Jannet or Jessie, died on 30th May 1898.  The 
New Jersey Death and Burial Index gives her age as 76 and states her to be a 

                                                 
11 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/  
12 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 
13 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ Scots in USA and Canada 1825-75  1998, Genealogical Publishing 
Co. Baltimore 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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widow.  Her death was recorded in a volume called Scots in the USA and Canada 
by David Dobson14: 

 
BEVERIDGE, Mrs Jessie, born 1822, from Leven, Fife: died at the home  
of her son-in-law Alexander Thomson in Jersey City, New Jersey. 

 

 
 
The Lawrences and the Barclays - Cupar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cupar church 

 
The family of Jessie/Jannet/Janet’s mother originated in part from Cupar.  

(See Tree 3 – page 25.)  Mary and Alexander must have lived there after Janet’s birth 
for at least seven months, for on 4th January 1823, she and all her siblings were 
baptized together at Cupar15 under the entry: 

 
The nine following entries are the family of Mathew Laurence weav… and  
Elizabeth Barclay his spouse. 

  

The nine were Mary, born on 31st January 1801, Margaret, born 10th March 1803, 
Sarah, 2nd April 1808, and then a son Mathew – named for his father and born on 
11th December 1809.  Thomas followed on 28th January 1812, then Elizabeth, born 
on 28th May 1815.  The last three children were William – born 23rd March 1817, 
Jane – born 16th February 1819 and finally Agnes – born 5th February 1821.  There 

                                                 
14 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ Scots in USA and Canada 1825-75  1998, Genealogical Publishin 
Co. Baltimore 
15 SoG Cupar BMD Mf 1915 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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is no explanation as to why Mathew and Elizabeth left it so late to christen their 
children.  Again, presumably they were not strongly religious.  Perhaps the 
baptism of Alexander and Mary’s daughter alerted the minister to the fact that 
Mary and her siblings had not been baptized, and pressure was put on by the 
kirk to rectify this. (See Tree 3 – page 29.) 

 
 The proclamation of marriage of Mathew Lawrence and Betty Barclay in 
the Cupar register provided another surprise.  It is dated 20th April 1800: 
 
 Mathew Laurence of the Rutlandshire Cavalry and Elizabeth Barclay  

of this parish 
 

which implied that Mary’s father came from England, probably the Midlands. 
Recent research has placed him more accurately.  See the appendix to this work.  
I have been able to find no trace of any regiment called the Rutlandshire Cavalry; 
however, there was a Rutland Fencible Cavalry16, described on a website devoted 
to Oakham, county town of Rutland as: 
 
 the local yeomanry cavalry regiment, raised in 1794 during the  

Napoleonic Wars  
 

which would place it in the right era , though whether it was ever sent to Fife I 
don’t know.  A Rutland Yeomanry or Light Dragoons was raised at about the 
same period and seems to have spent some time in Edinburgh.  I suspect 
Matthew must have served in one of these two regiments. 
 
 Presumably, on or after his marriage, Mathew left the army and became a 
weaver, a common occupation in the area.   The family has not been found in 
1841 but the 1851 census shows him in Kirkwynd Street in Cupar17.  Mathew 
(surname spelled Lawerence), the head of the household, is listed as a handloom 
weaver aged 79, born in England.  His wife Elizabeth, born in Cupar, is aged 68.  
Their unmarried 30 year old daughter Jane, also a weaver, is with them as is a 
granddaughter Cecilia Forret, aged 6 and born at Wemyss.  By the time of the 
next census, in 1861, Mathew (surname spelled Lawerance,) is still in 
Kirkwynd18, at number 5, is now widowed, retired, aged 86 and living with a 
daughter named Fanny, aged 30 so presumably born after the mass baptism, and 
a handloom weaver like others in the family.   Fanny appeared on the 1851 
census, aged 23, with her sister Sarah Forret (a straw bonnet maker) and two of 
her children, in Crossgate in Cupar. 

                                                 
16 http://www.thornber.net/england/htmlfiles/oakham.html  
17 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/   http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ 1851 Census Cupar, 
420/00 0030/00/031 
18 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/   http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ 1861 Census Cupar, 
420/00 0040/00/022 

http://www.thornber.net/england/htmlfiles/oakham.html
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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 Mathew died on 31st August 186219: 
  
 Mathew Lawrence, Weaver, widower of Elizabeth Bartland [sic]; 1862,  

August thirty-first, 9h 0m a.m., Kirkgate, Cupar; M, 84 yrs: old age, no  
medical attendant; Sarah Lawrence, daughter, present; Registered 1862,  
September 1st at Cupar.     

 

The fact that no parents are named, as was customary on Scottish certificates, 
suggests that his children knew nothing of their English grandparents.   
 

Elizabeth Barclay predeceased her husband by two years, on 7th October 
186020.  Fortunately, her death certificate is more informative: 
  
 Lawrence Elizabeth (married); 1860 October seventh 12 hours 0 m noon  

Kirkwynd; F 78 yrs; John Barclay Weaver (deceased). Margaret Barclay  
maiden name Kinnear; old age, no medical attendant;  buried in  
churchyard of Cupar ….. Sarah Lawrence daughter, present; registered  
19.10.1860 

 

which led me to Elizabeth’s baptism, at Cupar21 on 13th October 1782: 
 
 Elizabeth daughter of John Barclay weaver and Margaret Kinnair 
 

and the baptism of a brother Andrew there two years later on 8th August 1784.  
The register22 yielded up one final entry, that of Elizabeth’s parents’ marriage on 
11th November 1781: 
 
 John Bartlet and Margaret Kinnair, both of this parish 
 

Despite the odd spelling of John’s surname (and the Cupar register is full of 
variant spellings) this is almost certainly the right couple.  Even in an area of 
limited surnames, to have both a John Bartlet and a John Barclay marrying a girl 
named Margaret Kinnair at around the same time seems to be stretching 
coincidence.  Here, though, the trail ends in multiple candidacy – two possible  
Margarets baptized at around the right time and three John Barclays – and gaps 
in the register to compound the confusion. 
  

Cupar was not a large town.  In 1793 it was recorded with a population of 
just over 3,000, and described in the first Statistical Account23 as: 
 
 …a neat, clean, well-built, thriving town….   

                                                 
19 http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ Statutory Deaths 420/00/096 
20 http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ Statutory Deaths 420/00/0104 
21 SoG Cupar BMD Mf 1915 
22 SoG Cupar BMD Mf 1915 
23 http://edina.ac.uk/stat-acc-scot/ The Statistical Accounts of Scotland 1791-1845 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://edina.ac.uk/stat-acc-scot/
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Tree 3 - Lawrence, Barclay and Kinnair

John

Barclay

Elizabeth

Kinnair

M arried: 20

April 1800

in Cupar,

Fife

Elizabeth

Barclay

Born: 1782

in Cupar,

Fife

Baptism: 13

October

1782

Cupar, Fife

Died: 7

October

1860

in Cupar,

Fife

M atthew

Lawrence

M arried: 20

April 1800

in Cupar,

Fife

Andrew

Barclay

Born: 1784

in Cupar,

Fife

Baptism: 8

August 1784

Cupar, Fife

M ary

Lawrence

Born: 31

January

1801

in Cupar,

Fife

Baptism: 4

January

1823

Cupar, Fife

Died:

in Scoonie?

Alexander

Brown

Died:

in Scoonie?

M argaret

Lawrence

Born: 10

M arch 1803

in Cupar,

Fife

Baptism: 4

January

1823

Cupar, Fife

John

Lawrence

Born: 1806

in Cupar,

Fife

Burial: 3

October

1807

Cupar, Fife

Sarah

Lawrence

Born: 2

April 1808

in Cupar,

Fife

Baptism: 4

January

1823

Cupar, Fife

M atthew

Lawrence

Born: 11

December

1809

in Cupar,

Fife

Baptism: 4

January

1823

Cupar, Fife

Thomas

Lawrence

Born: 28

January

1812

in Cupar,

Fife

Baptism: 4

January

1823

Cupar, Fife

Elizabeth

Lawrence

Born: 28

M ay 1815

in Cupar,

Fife

Baptism: 4

January

1823

Cupar, Fife

William

Lawrence

Born: 23

M arch 1817

in Cupar,

Fife

Baptism: 4

January

1823

Cupar, Fife

Agnes

Lawrence

Born: 5

February

1821

in Cupar,

Fife

Baptism: 4

January

1823

Cupar, Fife

Fanny

Lawrence

Born: Abt.

1823

in Cupar,

Fife

 

There were 223 weavers’ looms, suggesting that around 7% of the population 
were employed in the craft.  By the time of the second Statistical Account (1836), 
when the population was in excess of 6,500, there were around 600 weavers, and: 
 
 As every two weavers require one person to wind for them, the number 

employed and earning a comfortable subsistence at this trade may be  
reckoned to be 900, all living in their own houses and labouring in their  
own workshops. 

 

The note on the population highlights the fact that females outnumber males, but 
puts it down to the fact that: 
 
 The youth of Cupar, at all times forward to engage in the military life,  

are many of them, at present, away in the service of their country. 
 

 
A later entry states: 
  

Gentlemen of the military profession, having spent their youth in the  
service of their country, frequently fix their residence here, in the  
decline of life. 

 

Maybe Mathew Lawrence was drawn to this area through a friendship with a 
local lad developed while on active service. (What has since been discovered 
about Matthew’s family appears in the appendix at the end of this book.) 
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Nicol Brown – Leven and Camberwell 
 
Alexander Brown’s son Nicol left Scotland some time between 1851 and 

1855.  This maybe lends credence to the idea that his mother died during this  
period.  Whatever the reason, or timing, Nicol left Leven, where he had lived 
since his birth on 19th December 1830, and moved south of the border, settling in 
Southwark in Surrey.  On 25th June 1855, he married a fellow Scot, Ann 
Anderson, at St. Mary Magdalene Church in the parish of St. George the Martyr.  
He was 24 and she 21.  He still gives his occupation as painter, but the address 
for both is Alfred Place, a turning off Old Kent Road and very close to number 
146 where he ran a bakery from at least 1869 to 1879.  A copy of their marriage 
certificate gives the witnesses’ names as John Smith (not very helpful) and Alison 
Russell.  On the original register, the second name looks more like Alinor then 
Ryl..ll.  (See Tree 4 – page 32.) 
 

The births of all Nicol and Ann’s children were registered in Southwark24, 
but no baptisms have been found.  In accordance with Scottish naming patterns, 
the first child, a girl, was named after her maternal grandmother.  Elizabeth 
Cram Brown’s birth was registered in 1857.  The son who followed took his 
father’s name as well as that of his paternal grandfather, and was registered as 
Nicol Alexander in 1860.  John, named for his maternal grandfather, was born 
15th November 1862 at 11, Winchester Place, Sumner Street, Peckham; his birth 
was registered early in the following year.  My great-grandfather, William 
Hendry Brown was born less than 21 months later, on 7th August 1863, at the 
same address.  Four more boys followed: Charles Madeline in 1867, Benjamin in 
1874, Joseph in 1876 and Alexander Balharrie – 1877-8.   
 

The 1861 census25 shows the Brown family at 14, Marlborough Terrace, 
Old Kent Road.  Nicol is the head, aged 30, already a baker, born in Fifeshire, 
while his wife Ann - aged 26 – gives Perthshire as her place of birth.  Elizabeth is 
4; Nicol is 1; both born in Camberwell, Surrey.  There is also an unmarried 16 
year-old baker’s assistant Hendry Torn, from Lambeth, in whose honour William 
Hendry was presumably later named. 
  

By 1871, the address on the census is 146, Old Kent Road26, which may be 
the same premises, but more likely Nicol had moved into larger accommodation 
to house his growing family.  As well as Nicol, 40, baker, and Ann, his wife, aged 
35, both from Scotland, there are 5 children, 4 of them scholars and all born in the 
parish of St. George Southwark.  Elizabeth is now 14, Nicol Alexander 10, John 8 

                                                 
24 http://freebmd.rootsweb.com/  
25 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/1861 Census, Old Kent Road RG9/388 
26 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/1871 Census, Old Kent Road RG10/601, folio 8  

http://freebmd.rootsweb.com/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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and William Hendry 6.  Charles Madeleine is 4 years old.  Also present is 16 year 
old Charles Green, from Kensington, recorded as both servant and baker. 
 

The directories of the day27 show Nicol Brown, baker, at 146, Old Kent 
Road between 1869 and 1879, but then that shop passed into the control of 19 
year old Nicol Alexander, and Nicol senior moved to 520, Old Kent Road, where 
he stayed until 1900.  However, others28 list both properties as under Nicol 
senior’s control in the 1880s: 

 
Brown Nicol baker 146 & 520 Old Kent rd SE 

 

The 1881 census29 shows Nicol junior and his sister Elizabeth at 146, listed as son 
and daughter, both unmarried, but assisted by an older servant (Edwin Beedle, 
aged 27, from Tiverton) also a baker.  Down the road, Nicol senior30 is now 
recorded as a baker employing 3 men, so business was clearly booming.  John is 
either a factor or a tailor; William, at 16, is a baker; Charles, Benjamin and Joseph 
are scholars.  Ann Brown has a servant, 15 year old local girl Emily Read, to help 
in the house, and there are two bakers’ assistants, 30 year old Frederick Jones 
from Oxfordshire and a fellow Scot - Peter Robinson - aged 21. 

By 189131, the only children still at home at 520 with Nicol and Ann are 
Benjamin and Joseph, both employed as bakers.  However, there are two 
grandchildren.  Thomas Christmas, aged 7, born at Camberwell, is the son of 
Elizabeth, but Esther Brown, also aged 7 and born in St. George, Southwark, is 
probably Nicol junior’s daughter, Ethel.  Local man, George Hughman, aged 47, 
is a live-in employee as a baker.   

Nicol Brown also appears regularly in the London Electoral Register32; 
first at 146, Old Kent Road in 1890, where the property qualifying him to vote is 
described as a dwelling house, then in 1892 at 520, Old Kent Road, which is 
simply a ‘house’.  In 1893 the entry for Bremondsey, Southwark reads as follows: 

 
Name of elector… Place of Abode          Nature of Qualification Desc. of Qualifying Property 

Nicol Brown 520 Old Kent road    tenement  146 Old Kent road 
 

I assume the property was the same, just the nomenclature different.

                                                 
27 Reference unknown 
28 http://www.historicaldirectories.org/hd/pgnn.asp,  Post Office London Directory 1882, Part 2, 

Commercial and Professional Directory and Business Directory of London, 1884, part 1, Alphabetical 
Section 
29 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/1881 Census, Old Kent Road, RG11/524 folio 10-12 
30 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/1881 Census, Old Kent Road, RG11/699 folio 41 
31 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/1891 Census, Old Kent Road, RG12/491 folio 83-90 
32 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/London, England, Electoral Registers, 1835-1965 

http://www.historicaldirectories.org/hd/pgnn.asp
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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Tree 4 - Family of Nicol and Ann Brown

Nicol
Brown

Born: 19 December
1830

in Leven, Scotland
Died: 28 July 1911

in 75, Choumert
Rd, Peckham

Ann
Anderson

Born: 1834
in Crieff, Perthshire
Baptism: 20 April

1834
Crieff, Perthshire
Married: 27 June

1855
in St Mary

Magdalen, St
George, Southwark
Died: 13 May 1907

in 75, Choumert
Rd, Peckham

Elizabeth Cram
Brown

Born: 1857
in St. George,

Southwark

Thomas Henry
Christmas

Born: 1855
Married: 1883
in St. Saviour,

Southwark

Sarah Elizabeth
Edwards

Married: 26 March
1883

in Poplar

Nicol Alexander
Brown

Born: 1859
in Newington

Lizzie
Andrews

Married: 9 March
1891

in Dunstable,
Bedfordshire

Mary
Pace

Married: 13
February 1894

in St. George the
Martyr

John
Brown

Born: 1863
Died: 1934

in East Dulwich

Mary E A
Lindsell

Born: 1890
Married: 20 April

1914
in All Saints,

Blenheim Grove,
Camberwell
Died: 1959

William Hendry
Brown

Born: 7 August
1864

in 11, Winchester
Pl, Summer St,

Peckham
Died: 1 April 1934

in East Surrey
Grove, Peckham

Burial:
Grave 949, sq 40,
New Cem'y, Honor

Oak

Sarah Jessie
Odell

Born: 13
September 1864

in 128, Whitecross
St, City of London

Baptism: 2 October
1864

St Luke, Old St
Married: 27

November 1887
in Peckham

Wesleyan Chapel
Died: 2 April 1960
in 65, Strathbrook

Rd, Streatham,
SW16

Charles Madeline
Brown

Born: 1866
in Camberwell

Died: 1912

Florence Sarah
Hartley

Married: 1887
in Camberwell

Benjamin
Brown

Born: 1874
in St Olave

Sophia Amelia
Odell

Born: Abt. 1869
Married: 1895
in St. Saviour,

Southwark

Joseph
Brown

Born: 1876
in St Saviour

Alexander B.
Brown

Born: 1877
in St Saviour
Died: 1878

in Camberwell
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The same year, in the Camberwell North, Southwark register, Nicol 
Brown appears with 520 Old Kent Road in both columns, so the above entry may 
refer to his son, who later appears in the registers first in Deptford and then in 
Commercial Road in Peckham in 1912.  Nicol senior appears in four more 
electoral registers in Old Kent Road: 1894, 95 and 96 and 1900. 

 
The 1901 census33 shows Nicol and Ann living alone at 134, Albert Road, 

Peckham.  Under occupation, it says ‘Baker own a/c’.  This is the only English 
census which gives a town of birth, but while Ann is correctly identified as 
coming from Crieff, Nicol’s entry reads ‘Scotland Lehan’!  The couple moved 
some time in the 1900s, to 75, Choumert Road in Peckham.  Nicol appears at this 
address in his son John’s household on the 1911 census34 where he is recorded as 
‘father’ to the head of household, a widow, aged 80.  Under occupation is written 
Baker, but this has then been crossed through.  Here Nicol died on 28th July 1911.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

75 Choumert Road Peckham 

 
The certificate gives the cause of death as senility and syncope - which means 
loss of consciousness, often from low blood pressure - and calls him a master 
baker.  The death was registered by my great-grandfather, W. H. Brown, present 
at the death.  Charles Booth’s maps of London35 show Choumert Road as: 

 
‘fairly comfortable; good ordinary earnings’ 

 

                                                 
33 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/1901 Census, Peckham, RG13/507 page 49 
34  http://www.ancestry.co.uk/1911 Census, Camberwell, RG14/02572 
35 http://booth.lse.ac.uk/  

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://booth.lse.ac.uk/
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a step up from the mixed comfortable and poor residents of the Old Kent Road. 
 

Both Nicol and Ann were buried in Nunhead Cemetery, he having bought 
the plot on 24th July 1878 for £3.3.0.   He was buried in unconsecrated ground in 
grave number 14974, square 129, joining Ann, who had been buried on 17th May 
1907, their son Alexander Balharrie, born in 1877 but died a year later, and Ann’s 
sister Margaret who died in 1893.  She had married Alexander Balharrie in 
Glasgow in 1858, and had a daughter Elizabeth in 1864.  Widowed in 1878, she 
presumably came south to be near her sister.   
 
 Elizabeth Cram Brown and Thomas Henry Christmas married on 17th 
February 1883 at All Saints Church, Newington.  A son Thomas, who fought in 
the First World War, gaining the Victory and British medals36 was born on 16th 
December 188337.  I remember being told he committed suicide, creating a 
scandal which ended the engagement of his sister Florence (born 21st October 
1885) but don’t know if this is correct.  I remember her from childhood; she was 
known as Cis, and was still a spinster – as were many women of the World War I 
generation.  Christmas Day was always spent at my Grandpa Brown’s house, 
and Cis Christmas popped in after lunch.  She always sported an overall and 
hairnet which would not have disgraced Ena Sharples.  I think she worked on a 
market stall somewhere, and always gave us simple, home-made Christmas 
presents, wooden coat-hangers, for example, covered with frilled fabric.  There 
were supposedly two other siblings:  William - baptized 15th October 1890 in 
Lambeth, and Ethel.  In 1901, the family was at Edmonton, but without no 
Ethel38.  I wonder if in fact Nicol’s daughter of this name spent some time with 
her aunt, and this has caused confusion. Christmas father and son are both brick-
makers, Florence (Cis) is a shirt-maker and William is a weaver’s assistant.  
Elizabeth is recorded as Emma. By 191139, Elizabeth had been widowed, and 
returned to Peckham Rye with Thomas, now a ledger clerk at an engineer’s, 
Florence, a shop assistant at a draper’s and William, a motor mechanic.  Elizabeth 
claims four children, all still living.  Maybe Ethel Mary Christmas, whose birth 
and death were registered at St. Olave in 188740 is the mystery child. 
  

Nicol Alexander Brown married Sarah Elizabeth Edwards in Poplar on 
26th March 1883 and the couple lived at 15 Salisbury Terrace, Dawes Road, 
Fulham.  Ethel Annie was born on 21st January 1884 and Florence Sarah on 17th 
October 1886.  However, on 18th November 1888, Nicol sued for divorce on the 
grounds of his wife’s adultery and returned to 520 Old Kent Road.  The IGI 

                                                 
36 http://www.ancestry.co.uk  
37 http://www.ancestry.co.uk  
38 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/1901 Census, Edmonton, RG13/1261 
39 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/1911 Census, Camberwell, RG14/ 02582 
40 http://freebmd.rootsweb.com/ 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://freebmd.rootsweb.com/
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shows another marriage on 9th March 1891, at Dunstable in Bedfordshire.  The 
bride’s name is Lizzie Andrews and she is 31 to Nicol’s 32.  This couple appears 
on the 1891 census41 at 197 Queen’s Road, St. Paul’s Deptford; Nicol is still a 
baker.  With them is Nicol’s four-year old daughter, Florence S Brown.  Two 
daughters were born to Nicol and Lizzie at Deptford: Edith Beatrice in 1892 and 
Dorothy Eveline in 1896.  These two are with their parents in Devonshire Street, 
Camberwell, on the 1901 census42, where Nicol is a journeyman baker.   
However, Florence is living in Ossery Road Camberwell with her Uncle Charles, 
working as a dressmaker43. 
 

For information about John Brown, I am indebted to one of his 
descendants who has published a family tree on Ancestry.  Although there is 
some confusion as to John’s occupation on the 1881 census, by 1891, he has 
clearly followed the family tradition into bakery and is now running 146 Old 
Kent Road44.  With him are bakers’ assistants Florence Pinks and Sidney Bushell, 
and a housekeeper, 65 year old Margaret Balharrie from Perth, née Anderson – 
Ann’s sister.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
John Brown 

 
John married Mary Eliza Pace, a builder’s daughter, at St. George the 

Martyr on February 25th 1894.  A son, Nicol, was born around 1895 and appears 
on the 1901 census45 at 146 Old Kent Road with his mother and father (who is 
recorded as baker and shopkeeper).  A domestic servant and a baker’s foreman 
complete the household.  A daughter, Margaret Eliza Ann, was born the 
following year.  Six years later, John changed both profession and location, 

                                                 
41 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/1891 Census, Deptford, RG12/505 
42 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/1901 Census, Peckham, RG13/511 
43 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/1901 Census, Camberwell, RG13/520 
44 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/1891 Census, St. George Southwark, RG12/345 
45 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/1911 Census, Camberwell, RG14/02572 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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becoming an Insurance Agent and moving to 1, Bellingdon Road, Peckham.  The 
job he kept until 1928, but within a year he had moved house again to 75, 
Choumert Road.  His mother had died two years earlier, so maybe he moved in 
to help his elderly father.  Mary Eliza died of cancer in 1915 at the relatively 
young age of 46. 

 
On 20th April 1916, John married again, to Mary Emily Alice Lindsell, at 

All Saints Blenheim Grove, Camberwell.  He was 53, she 25, the daughter of a 
corn dealer.  There were three children from this marriage: Patrick John born 6th 
June 1917, Ruth Emily, born 10th July 1921, and Iris Jessie, born 25th November 
1922.  John lived at Choumert Road until his death (in Dulwich Hospital) from 
Cerebral Haemorrhage on 16th March 1934. 

Of the youngest sons, little is known.  Charles Madeline married Florence 
Sarah Hartley on 24th September 1887 at the parish church in Camberwell.  By 
1891 he and his wife were living in rooms in 112 Glengall Road, Camberwell, and 
Charles was working as a corn dealer46.   By 1901 he and Florence were living at 
21 Ossery Road, and although the couple had no children, his youngest brother 
Joseph and his niece Florence (Nicol’s daughter) were part of the household47.  
Charles was working as a carpenter and joiner, Joseph is listed as ‘coachman 
(non-domestic) groom’ while 14 year old Florence was a dressmaker.  He appears 
in the Electoral Registers48 at that address in 1903 and 1905.  By 1911 he and 
Florence had moved to 99 Brockley Grove, Crofton Park, Brockley, where 
Charles was employed as a builder’s foreman49.  He and Florence appear there 
on the Electoral Registers from 1921 to 1929.  I have not been able to find out 
when he or Joseph died. 

Benjamin is also little known.  He married Sophia Amelia Odell on 20th 
November 1895 at All Saints Newington, which is an interesting coincidence as 
his brother William also married an Odell.  However, Sophia was actually a 
Corbett by birth having been married before. There doesn’t seem to be any link 
between the families.  Benjamin appears on the 1901 census50 at 120 Barkworth 
Road Camberwell with his two Odell stepsons, Charles and William, apparently 
working as a carman, although the annotations on the enumerator’s sheet make 
it hard to read.  In 191151, he was living at 152, Commercial Road, Peckham, with 

                                                 
46 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/  1891 Census, Peckham, RG12/480 
47 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/  1901 Census, Camberwell, RG13/520 
48 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/  London Electoral Registers 1835  -1965 
49 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/  1911 Census, Lewisham, RG14/02776 
50 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/  1901 Census, Camberwell, RG13/522 
51 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/  1911 Census, Camberwell, RG13/02556 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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Sophia and his step-son Charles and working as a carman for a butcher.  
Electoral Registers52 show the couple still at the same address as late as 1939. 

 

Ann Anderson’s family – Perthshire 

The 1901 census gave Crieff as Ann Anderson’s town of origin, and the 
parish register corroborates this with an entry dated 20th April 1834: 
 
 Ann, D to John Anderson and Betty Cram baptized. 
 

If there was any doubt, the fact that Ann’s mother was called Betty Cram – the 
name Ann gave to her own daughter, clinched the issue.  However, this is an 
area where there is a small stock of surnames, and on the whole, my research has 
been carried out at a distance, so information on anyone earlier than Ann’s 
parents’ generation needs to be treated with some caution.  (See Tree 5 – page 39.) 

 
John Anderson married Elizabeth Cram at Crieff on 5th June 1825 

(although her name appears in the register as Crimb – which is perhaps not 
surprising as the name is a variant of Cramb or Crambie).   Their first child, 
Margaret, was born ten months later and baptized on 23rd April 1826.  Another 
daughter, Helen, was baptized on 8th March 1829.  Ann came next, and finally a 
son, John, was baptized on 20th April 1840.  All baptisms were recorded at Crieff.   
 

The 1841 census53 places the family in Burrell Street, Crieff.  Helen had 
died as an infant, but John Anderson is listed as a Hand Loom Weaver, aged 40, 
with Elizabeth, 35, 15 year old Margaret, 7 year old Ann and John aged 1, all born 
within the county.  Ten years later54, John and Elizabeth are still at Burrell Street, 
aged 50 and 47, but the only child remaining in the household is 11 year old John.  
Mother and son give Crieff as their birthplace, but John senior was born in 
Monzie, a small village three miles to the north.  John’s occupation is given as 
labourer, and I assume he was still weaving, especially as he appears as a cotton 
weaver on the 1861 census.  However, Ann’s marriage certificate calls him a 
stone mason, so maybe he had a change of occupation at some time.  In 1851, 
Ann was still living in Crieff, but is house servant to John Clark - a baker 
employing four men, and living in at his property on the High Street55.  So 
maybe it was she who instigated Nicol Brown’s change of occupation. 
 

                                                 
52 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ London Electoral Registers, 1835 - 1965 
53 http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ 1841 Census, Crieff, 342/ 00 006/00 017 
54 http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ 1851 Census, Crieff, 342/00 005/00 015 
55http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/  1851 Census, Crieff, 342/00 004/00 007 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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Burrell Street Crieff 

 
John is living alone, still in Burrell Street, and aged 58 at the time of the 

1861 census56.  Marital status is given as widower, his wife having died six years  
earlier.  This puts her into the ‘annus mirabilis’ of Scottish General Registry, 1855, 
where certificates gave a whole wealth of information:   

 
Elizabeth Cram, spouse of John Anderson, labourer, female, aged 52,  
born Crieff, lived there during life.  Parents: John Cram, weaver and  
Margaret McAra. Married to John Anderson.  Children: Margaret,  
aged 29; Helen, aged 2 when she died; Ann aged 21; John, aged 15.   
Died 9.9.1855 at 11.30 p.m. Burrell St Crieff.  Disease of the heart one  
year and several months as certified by James Tait, medical, Crieff,  
who last saw deceased 8th Sept.  Buried at parish churchyard of Monzie  
as certified by Alan Campbell.  Informant, John Anderson, deceased’s  
husband.  Reg. 15.9.1855, Crieff. 

 

It is interesting to note that Betty was buried at Monzie, rather than in Crieff, 
where she had lived all her life. 
 
 John outlived his wife by twelve years.  Frustratingly, when his son 
registered the death, he wasn’t able to provide the names of John’s parents: 
 
 John Anderson, lab, widow of Elizabeth Cram, d. 5.5.1867, 11.45 p.m.  

Galvelmore St. Crieff, aged 66. Pneumonia 8 days.  As certified by  
Wm G. Balfour. Informant John Anderson Jnr, son, of 2, Gilmore Place,  
Edinburgh.  Reg. 10.5.1867, Crieff. 

 
 

                                                 
56 http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ 1861 Census, Crieff, 342 /00 0005/00 018 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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Tree 5 - Family of John Anderson

?Peter
Anderson

?Margaret
McDermid

Married: 16 November
1799

in Killin, Perthshire

John
Anderson

Born:
in Monzie, Perthshire

Baptism: 26
November 1802

Monzie, Perthshire
Died: 5 May 1867

in Crieff, Perthshire

Elizabeth
Cram

Born: 1803
Baptism: 12

November 1803
Crieff, Perthshire

Married: 6 May 1825
in Crieff, Perthshire
Died: 9 September

1855
in Crieff, Perthshire

Burial:
Parish churchyard,

Monzie

Margaret
Anderson

Baptism: 23 April
1826

Crieff, Perthshire
Died: 1893

Alexander
Balharrie

Married: 24
September 1858

in Glasgow

Helen
Anderson

Baptism: 3 August
1829

Crieff, Perthshire
Died: Abt. 1831

in Crieff, Perthshire

John
Anderson

Baptism: 20 March
1840

Crieff, Perthshire

Ann
Anderson

Born: 1834
in Crieff, Perthshire
Baptism: 20 April

1834
Crieff, Perthshire

Died: 13 May 1907
in 75, Choumert Rd,

Peckham

Nicol
Brown

Born: 19 December
1830

in Leven, Scotland
Married: 27 June 1855
in St Mary Magdalen,
St George, Southwark

Died: 28 July 1911
in 75, Choumert Rd,

Peckham

 
Pooling information from all available sources, John Anderson should 

have been born some time between 1801 and 1803.  The only baptism that fits at 
Monzie is on 26th November 1802 of a John Anderson son of Peter Anderson and 
Margaret McDermid.  If this is right, it would explain the choice of Margaret as 
name for John’s first child, as it would have first belonged to both her 
grandmothers.  However, Anderson was a very common name in the area.  An 
entry in the parish register at Killin in 1799 records the marriage of these possible 
parents: 
 
 Nov 16th Peter Anderson and Margaret McDiarmid both of the  

parish of Killin. 

 
The parish boundaries in this part of Perthshire are confusing.  Monzie is 

split into three parts, one north, one south and one west of Crieff.  Killin is also 
split, with one detached section only about five miles from the western section of 
Monzie.  No other sources link John Anderson to this couple, but neither are 
there any obvious alternatives.  I suspect the jury will remain out on this one.  
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For the record, though, John and Margaret baptized a large family at Monzie: 
Alexander – 12.5.1800, Catherine – 25.11.1801, then John, followed rather 
improbably only 7 months later by Duncan – 26.6.1803, Peter – 21.3.1807, Donald 
– 28.6.1809, Margaret – 20.10.1811, Hugh 1.5.1812 and finally James – 15.12.1814. 
 
 According to her death certificate, Elizabeth Cram’s parents were John 
Cram and Margaret McAra, and this is borne out by the Crieff parish register 
which records the baptism on 11th December 1803 of: 
  

Betty D to John Cram and Margaret Mcara 
 

Betty had three siblings; John was baptized on 8th May 1796, Mary on 29th 
November 1798 and Margaret on 23rd March 1806, all at Crieff.  In the late 18th 
and early 19th century Crieff was primarily a weaving town; yarn was brought in 
from Glasgow, and the finished cloth returned there for sale.  In 1770, the 
weavers of Crieff and the surrounding areas formed a co-operative for the 
purpose of raising funds to support widows and maintaining and educating 
children.  Each member paid 12 shillings on entry and 1 shilling per annum.  A 
code of rules was drawn up and on 18th August 1775, the first office-bearers were 
elected.  I have no idea whether any of these belong to this family, but it is 
interesting to note that the Deacon was named Donald M’Cara, the Deputy 
Deacon David Cram and the Clerk and Treasurer James Cram. 
 

John Cram, weaver, and Margaret Macara had married at Crieff in1795: 
 
 Febry 8th John Cram weaver and Margaret Macara 
 

Here, though, the trail dissipates into multi-candidacy, as it so often does in 
Scotland.  There are four Margaret McAras born during the right time-frame in 
Monzie alone, and another in Fowlis Wester close by.   The McAras are a sept of 
the McGregor clan and the name – which means son of the charioteer – is 
apparently limited almost entirely to the Braes of Monzie and Balquidder.  
Certainly, the Monzie registers are littered with McAras.  On the page recording 
John Cram’s baptism, the name appears six times, and there are only fourteen 
entries on the page. 

 
Cram is another surname which was very local to this part of Scotland.  So 

there are at least three John Crams born at about the right time – one in Monzie 
(which given the fact that Betty Anderson née Cram was buried there suggests it 
might be the right one), one in Monzievaird and Strowan, immediately to the 
west of Crieff, and one in Comrie, a few miles further west.   The most likely 
candidate to be Betty’s father is the John baptized on 12.8.1770 at Monzie to John 
Cram and Helen Christon, as the Monzievaird John seems to marry a local girl 
Helen Stewart in 1792 and raise a family in Monzievaird and Strowan, while the 
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Comrie John appears to marry Elizabeth McGrigor there in 1791.  If I have paired 
them up right, all three Johns marry at around age 25 or 26, another tiny pointer 
maybe to John of Monzie being Betty Cram’s father.   (See Tree 6 – page 43.)  The 
Monzie baptism states: 

 
John Cram son of John Cram in Callender and Helen Christon his wife. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pack Horse Bridge, Monzie 

 
The Mains of Callender is marked on the map just north of Hosh, itself 

just north of Crieff, and places John’s probable home as equidistant between 
Crieff and Monzie.  Assuming this is the right line, John had three siblings:  
Mary, born 1798, Betty (maybe the inspiration for his daughter’s name) in 1803 
and Margaret in 1806.  All were christened in Monzie. 
 

At Monzie on June 22nd 1764: 
 
 John Cram and Helen Criston both of this parish were contracted in  

order to marriage and thrice orderly proclaimed  
 

Proclamation in Scotland was the equivalent of banns in England, and is often 
the only event mentioned.  However, an additional note says: 
 

were married 12th July ead.anno 
 

i.e. the same year.  Helen’s baptism took place at Monzie on 13th April 1740: 
 
 David Christon in Layvinstock had a daughter baptized named Helen. 
 

Her husband John seems to have been four years younger than her, and 
was baptized the son of David Cram and Margaret Rogert at Crieff on 15th 
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January 1744.  The fact that his parents were married at Monzie on 20th December 
1734 shows how interwoven these two communities were.  David and Margaret’s 
first two children, William and John, were baptized at Monzie in 1736 and 1738, 
but the other three, Patrick (1746), John, and David (1750) were baptized in 
Crieff.  Whether the family home was still at Auchilhanzie (just north of 
Gilmerton, and mentioned on William’s baptism) or whether they had moved 
into the town of Crieff is not clear.   David Cram seems to have been baptized in 
Crieff as: 
 
 David son the John Cram in Brughlie 
 

on 29th March 1702, and there the trail goes cold. 
 

Christon, otherwise Criston, Crichton or Christian is another name very 
common in the area.   Helen was the eldest of a large family, and in all other 
baptisms at Monzie, the mother’s name is given as Isabel Taylor.  Jean or Janet  
(1743) was followed by Henry (1744), David (1747), John (1748), Donald (1750), 
Isabel (1753), another David (1755), another Janet (1758), Mary (1760), Margaret 
(1763) and finally Robert in 1768.  I have found no record of the marriage of 
David Criston and Isabel Taylor, but he was baptized on 10th May 1719 at Fowlis 
Wester, which is now a tiny village in a depopulated area a couple of miles 
north-east of Crieff.  At one time, it was an important centre, situated on the 
main road from Crieff to Perth.  Drovers brought cattle from the Highlands 
through the village and took coal back north.  In its heyday, an important cattle-
selling tryst was held here.  While Crieff had to make do with a lay preacher after 
the Reformation, Fowlis Wester had its own minister.  (See Tree 7 – page 44.) 
  

David appears to belong to the family of John Christon and Margaret 
Christon, who married at Fowlis Wester in 1707.  The register says: 
 
 Sabbath Octr 5th no session there being no business 
 Collected nineteen shillings two pennies 
 John Christon and Margaret Christon both in this paroch proclaimed  

this day for ye first time and paid one pound four shillings to ye poor 
 

The couple baptized six children at Fowlis Wester, although only the father’s 
name is recorded, namely: Donald in 1709, Helen in 1711, Janet in 1713, 
Catherine in 1715, Christian or Christon in 1717, and David in 1719.  A final 
daughter, also named Jannet, was baptized in Monzie in 1727. 
 
There is no trace of John Christon’s antecedents, but his wife Margaret may have 
been the daughter of David Christon, and baptized on 15th December 
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Tree 6 - Descendants of David Cram

David

Cram

Baptism: 29 M arch

1702

M onzie, Perthshire

M argaret

Rogert

M arried: 20
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Cram

Baptism: 28 April
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John
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November 1738
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Patrick
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1746

Crieff, Perthshire

David
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John
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1770
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September 1775

Crieff, Perthshire
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David
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Baptism: 5 January
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Betty
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Baptism: 26

December 1773

M onzie, Perthshire

James
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Baptism: 14 February

1777

M onzie, Perthshire

John

Cram

Baptism: 5 August

1796

Crieff, Perthshire

M ary

Cram

Baptism: 29

November 1798

Crieff, Perthshire

M argaret

Cram

Baptism: 23 M arch

1806

Crieff, Perthshire

Elizabeth

Cram

Born: 1803

Baptism: 12

November 1803

Crieff, Perthshire
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in Crieff, Perthshire

John

Anderson

Born:
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M onzie, Perthshire
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in Crieff, Perthshire

Died: 5 M ay 1867

in Crieff, Perthshire
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Tree 7 - Descendants of John Christon

John

Christon

M argaret

Christon

Baptism: 15
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February 1715

Fowlis Wester,

Perthshire

Christian

Christon

Baptism: 27

January 1717

Fowlis Wester,

Perthshire

Jannet

Christon

Baptism: 3 M ay

1727

Fowlis Wester,

Perthshire

Helen

Criston

Born:

in Layvinstock,

M onzie

Baptism: 13

April 1740

M onzie,

Perthshire

John

Cram

Baptism: 15

January 1744

Crieff,

Perthshire

M arried: 19

June 1764

in M onzie,

Perthshire

Jean

Christon

Baptism: 9 April

1743

M onzie,

Perthshire

Henry

Christon

Baptism: 10 July

1744

M onzie,

Perthshire

David

Christon

Baptism: 29

M arch 1747

M onzie,

Perthshire

John

Christon

Baptism: 6

October 1748

M onzie,

Perthshire

Donald

Christon

Baptism: 6

October 1750

M onzie,

Perthshire

Janet

Christon

Baptism: 26

M arch 1753

M onzie,

Perthshire

David

Christon

Baptism: 6

January 1755

M onzie,

Perthshire

Robert

Christon
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1685 at Fowlis Wester.  A brother Thomas was born three years later.  The Hearth 
Tax Returns for Fowlis Wester in 1694 list a David Christione and one Andrew 
Rotsone under the heading: 
 
 The Laird of Logieamond’s interest 2 hearths 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
St. Bean Fowlis Wester  

 
 
  

 
William Hendry Brown - Peckham 

As a child I can remember being much impressed by a photo of William 
Hendry.  It was a formal portrait of an older man dressed in dinner jacket and 
bow tie, and wearing a chain of office.  I was convinced he must have been Lord 
Mayor of London.  Instead, he had been a member of an association of Master 
Bakers.  I’ve never been able to track down exactly what it was, or his role in it.  
However, it lent him considerable dignity for the photograph.  (See Tree 8 – page 

47.) 

William Hendry Brown was born at 11, Winchester Place, Sumner St, 
Peckham, Surrey, on 7th August 1864.  He may well have been baptized (though 
the family’s record on this front is not great), but there are so many churches in 
the area, it is difficult to discover where, and he may well have been brought up 
as a non-conformist – probably Presbyterian.  Certainly, when he married my 
great-grandmother, Sarah Jessie Odell, on 27th November 1887, it was at the 
Wesleyan Chapel in Peckham.   He was described as a Master Baker on the 
marriage certificate, even though he was still living at home at 520 Old Kent  
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High Street Peckham 

 
 
 

William Hendry Brown’s Baker’s Cart 
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Road.  He had been a baker for at least six years, being listed as such, aged 16, on 
the 1881 census57.   

By 1884, he appears in the Post Office London Directory58 as a baker  
working at 14 High Street Peckham, about a mile away.  Maybe this was not a 
suitable property, as from 1892 to 1934 the directories place him at 16, High 
Street Peckham.  Perhaps the buildings were just renumbered.  The shop is still 
there, as a fish bar last time I looked, but the long, single-story building which 
was the bake-house is standing.  So is the pub on the opposite corner, now called 
Kellie’s rather than The Adam and Eve as it was when William and Jessie ran the 
bakery.  Booth’s Map of 189859 describes the area as mixed; some comfortable, 
others poor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
William Hendry and Sarah Jessie Brown  

Business must have been good, as from 1912 to 1934 William appears in 
the directories60 as proprietor of two baker’s shops: one in the High Street and 

                                                 
57 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1881 Census, Camberwell, RG11/699 
58 Post Office London Directories - various  
59 http://booth.lse.ac.uk/  
60 Post Office London Directories - various 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://booth.lse.ac.uk/
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one at 54 Pitt Street, Peckham.  (This was renamed East Surrey Grove after the 
war,) and unlike his brothers, William remained a baker all his life.  According to 
my grandfather he once gave a job to a young man who had walked up from the 
country, and trained him as a baker.  The lad was named Freddie Broomfield and 
went on to own an extensive chain of bakeries, Broomfield’s. 

By the time of the 1891 census61, the household at 16, High Street was 
quite full.  The enumerator recorded William H Brown, aged 26, a ‘Baker, 
employer’ born in Peckham; his wife Sarah J Brown, also 26, a ‘Baker employed’ 
born London St. Luke’s; my grandfather, William G Brown, aged 2 and his sister 
Louisa A Brown, aged 4 months, both born in Peckham.  Also present were 
William’s father-in-law, George Odell, working as a baker, and his sister-in-law 
Louisa Odell, employed as a baker’s assistant.  Another baker, Ephraim Bradbeer 
aged 45 and from St. Luke’s, completed the entry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Louisa Annie Brown 
 
The children William George and Louisa Annie were born on 12th October 

1888 and 26th November 1890 respectively, both at the house in High Street 
Peckham.  It was not a rich area, and some of the stories and pictures passed 
down give a flavour of their life as children.  Louisa (or Cis as she was known) 
was born congenitally deaf.  Political correctness had not been invented then, so 
it was probably with no wish to hurt that William referred to her as a ‘deaf and  

 

                                                 
61 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/1891 Census, Peckham, RG12/473 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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 William Hendry Brown 
 

     William wearing chain of office 

  William and ? 

 
 Jessie, Don, W.H. Louisa and Joan  

at the end of WWI. 
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dumb asylum’.  She, however, remembered this all her life.  It has become more 
poignant since I realized that there actually was a ‘deaf and dumb asylum’ in the 
Old Kent Road not that far from Nicol’s shop.  At least she didn’t get sent there. 

Sex education was something else the Victorians didn’t do, so when the 
maid found blood on Cis’ sheets one morning and told her mistress, Jessie 
merely sent her to collect Cis from school and bring her home.  The only 
explanation Cis got for what must have seemed like a terrifying illness was: 

Wear these.  You’ll have to do so once a month from now on. 

Victorian hypocrisy over sexual matters affected her in other ways.  As if the 
First World War and her deafness were not handicaps enough,  William 
apparently scared off any potential suitors with the comment that: 

 No man’s going to do that to my daughter, 

evidently completely ignoring the fact that he must have done ‘that’ to 
someone’s daughter to become a father in the first place.  As it was, Louisa Annie 
remained the archetypal spinster for the rest of her life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wilson’s School 

 Her brother William, I suspect, had an easier time as a boy, although a 
picture of him as quite a young child shows him with an empty basket over one 
shoulder; presumably he had been delivering bread.  He initially attended 
Sumner Road School, and then went on to Wilson’s School in Peckham Road 
Camberwell.  This was originally founded in 1615 as a grammar school by the 



 51 

Tree 8 - Descendants of William Hendry Brown

William Hendry

Brown

Born: 8 July 1864

in Peckham

Died: 1 April 1934

in Peckham

Burial:

Honor Oak

Sarah Jessie

Odell

Born: 13 September 1864

in St. Luke

Baptism: 2 October 1864

St Luke, Old St

M arried: 27 November 1887

in Peckham Wesleyan Chapel

Died: 2 April 1960

in Streatham

William George

Brown

Born: 12 October 1888

in 16, High St, Peckham, Kent

Died: 23 December 1961

in 65, Strathbrook Rd, Streatham

Burial:

New Cemetry , Honor Oak, Forest

Hill

Katherine Joan

Fuller

Born: 21 August 1888

in 13, Lyndhurst Rd, Pekham, Kent

M arried: 19 July  1914

in All Saints, Camberwell

Died: 16 M ay 1946

in 65, Strathbrook Road, Streatham

Burial: 23 M ay 1946

New Cemetry , Honor Oak

Louisa Annie

Brown

Born: 26 November 1890

in Peckham

Died: 25 February 1978

in 65, Strathbrook Rd, Streatham,

SW16

Donald William

Brown

Born: 21 November 1915

in Streatham

Died: 7 December 1998

in Ewell, Surrey

Freda E

Roome

Born: 7 October 1915

in Camden, M ddx

M arried: 1 June 1946

in Wandsworth

Died: 2007

in Epsom, Surrey

Jessie Joan

Brown

Born: 7 January 1921

in 65, Strathbrook Rd, Streatham

Baptism:

All Saints, Blenheim Grove,

Peckham

Died: 5 November 1995

in 37, Riddlesdown Ave, Purley,

Surrey

Burial:

Body donated to anatomists

Cyril Ronald

Grainge

Born: 8 January 1917

in Cricklewood, N.W. 2

M arried: 2 June 1945

in Immanuel Church, Streatham

Died: 16 September 2000

in M ayday Hospital, Croydon

Burial:

Body donated to anatomists

local vicar, Edward Wilson, was closed after a financial scandal in 1845 and 
reopened, still as a grammar school catering for local boys, in 1883.   I think it 
was a three mile journey on foot each day to attend.  Since 1985 it has been sited 
at Wallington. 

Despite the apparent lack of sympathy, in our eyes, to their children, Jessie 
at least had a social conscience.  The courts leading off Peckham High Street were 
full of poor families where received wisdom said that the men drank their wages 
on a Friday night and then went home and hit the wife.  Many a poor woman, 
unwillingly pregnant yet again, had reason to be grateful to my great-
grandmother, who sat at her sewing machine in between serving customers and 
ran up layettes for her poorer neighbours.  The effect of all this was to make my 
grandfather William sign the pledge and eschew the evils of alcohol.  My mother 
grew up in a teetotal household, with the result that a single glass of sherry 
before Sunday lunch when her in-laws came to visit was enough to make her 
incapable of serving up without my sister’s help. 
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Bill Brown – Baker’s Boy                                                             Sugarcraft work 
 
          Louisa and William Brown                                                      William George Brown 
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A picture taken probably in the very early years of the twentieth century 
shows William and Louisa dressing up, along with an unknown third person 
dressed in what would now be a very un-PC golliwog costume.  Louisa is 
dressed in a calf-length striped skirt, and military-style jacket with lace jabot and 
cuffs.  She is wearing a hat and saluting smartly.  William seems to be wearing 
his baker’s whites, but there is a Union Jack on his apron.  He is holding a 
pennant saying ‘Fair Trade not Free Trade’ and ‘Protection’ is written below one  
shoulder and ‘Free trade’ below the other.  His epaulettes appear to be made of 
small cottage loaves, which have flags planted in them.  One of these seems to be 
the flag of St. George. 

Another photo from the time shows William senior’s two-wheeled, horse-
drawn baker’s cart.  It is being driven along a street in Peckham by a smartly-
turned-out young man in a white coat and straw boater, but it’s impossible to see 
who it is.  A post-card of Peckham High Street shows a road virtually devoid of 
traffic.  There are an open-topped bus, a couple of delivery vans, a car and a 
bicycle, but everyone else is on foot.  The church at the end of the road dominates 
the landscape. 

 In 190162 the nuclear family of parents and two children was still living at 
16, High Street Peckham, with a live-in servant named Jessie Gower – 
presumably paid to run the house while William and Sarah worked.  Ten years 
later, they are still at the same address - with a different domestic servant, Lilys 
Crook, and William George, at 22, a pastry cook and confectioner63.    
Surprisingly, Louisa Annie is absent from the census, and hasn’t been found 
elsewhere, (although there is still a live-in servant) so maybe she was 
accidentally missed off.  
  

William died at 54 Pitt Street, the death certificate recording the following: 
 

1st April 1934, William Henry Brown, male, 69 years, Master baker (retired),  
1 a) Chronic Bronchitis b) Emphysema 2. Chronic myocarditis, WG Brown  
son in attendance, 65 Strathbrook Rd, Streatham Common, 3rd April 1934. 

 

He was buried in Grave no: 3035, Sq 40, New Cemetery, Honor Oak.   The 
headstone is a simple white cross mounted on three tiers of white stone.  The 
inscription reads: 
 

In 
LOVING REMEMBRANCE  

OF 

                                                 
62 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1901 Census, Peckham, RG13/504 
63 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1911 Census, Peckham, RG14PN2571 RG78PN87 RD27 SD6 ED1 
SN7 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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WILLIAM HENRY BROWN 
      WHO PASSED OVER APRIL 1ST 1935 

   AGED 69 YEARS. 
 

 
His will was very simple, written in 1894, and leaving everything to his 

wife.  As she is appointed guardian of any children under age, it was probably 
written to safeguard the interests of his then young children.  It was proved on 
30th April 1934, with effects of £1,736 4/9. 
 
 

William George Brown – Peckham and Streatham. 

Bill Brown, inevitably nicknamed Buster in his youth and always called 
‘Governor’ by my father, grew up in Peckham, attending first Sumner Road 
School, and then Wilson’s Grammar School in Camberwell.   After his schooling 
was expected to follow in his father’s trade, as was his sister Louisa, who was 
manageress of the baker’s shop in her adult life.   It is possible, given his 
occupation of pastry cook and confectioner, that he undertook some kind of 
apprenticeship or training in sugar-craft, or he may just have been trained by his 
father.  A photograph survives of him, looking no more than 15 year old, and 
bursting with pride, dressed in his baker’s whites, holding a piping bag and 
standing beside a very elaborately iced two-tiered cake.  
 

A hand-written recipe book, maybe written while he was training, has 
pages of recipes for huge commercial quantities: 

 
Brioche Paste (to be eaten with white wine) 
3 lbs of flour, 3 lbs of eggs, 2 ¼ lbs of butter, 1 oz yeast, 1 oz sugar 

 

This is followed by ‘another’ recipe for Babas and ‘Buns Ordinary’.  The methods 
are full and detailed as regards technique, and, as well as giving insight into the 
kind of cakes eaten at the time also include general notes on baking: 
 
 To use up egg yolks.  When kept in stock should always have a small 
 quantity of caster sugar mixed with them… 

 

He was clearly expected to help out in the baker’s shop, and he and my 
grandmother first met when she came to buy bread.  He hooked a loaf off the top 
shelf for her and it fell and hit him on the nose.  She giggled and ran out of the 
shop; he chased her home.  He was a working class Londoner; she came from a 
family which had been considered ‘carriage folk’ at one time, although the family 
business had failed after the death of her father.  They fell in love, but the 
courtship was a long one.  They were obviously already close in 1909, as a series 
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of postcards written to my grandmother, Katharine Joan Fuller, when she was on 
holiday in Hastings show him to be lovesick in her absence. 

They also show a sentimental streak which was a strong part of his 
personality.  The four cards, sent on 31st August and 1st and 2nd September 1909, 
illustrate a popular song of the time: Down the Vale.  The first shows a country 
lad, holding a rake, with his arm round a girl in a pink dress with a white 
pinafore.  The verse reads: 

 
When you come down the vale, lad, there’s a singing in the trees, 
There’s music in the gale, lad and music in the breeze; 
There’s welcome and there’s rapture, o’er moorland and o’er dale, 
But none as glad as I am lad, when you come down the vale. 

 

The next two show the girl dreaming of her love, and the final one looks ahead - 
with Victorian mawkishness - to their deaths, which hold no fear if they are 
together. 
 
 Each card is addressed to ‘Dearest Joan’.  In the first, he comments: 
 
 I do envy the chap in the picture, 
 

and in the second he recounts walking past her house singing the song out loud.  
Strains of On the Street where you live!  When he writes the last card, he has 
obviously had a letter announcing her return, as he writes: 
 
 Thanks for letter.  It is the best news I have heard in years.  I am so  

glad you are coming home Friday.  I will be at the station at whatever  
time you tell me.  I hope you will not think me greedy or unkind in  
being pleased to have you home again. 

 

In retrospect, those must have seemed like heady, carefree days, as when 
they finally married on 19th July 1914, the prospect of war would have been 
already in everyone’s thoughts.  As her father was dead, Joan’s sister, Margaret 
sent out the invitations: 
 

Miss Margaret Fuller  
Requests the pleasure of 

the company of 
 

…………………………….. 
on the occasion  

of the marriage of her sister 
Joan, 

with Mr. William George Brown 
at All Saint’s Church, 

Blenheim Grove, Peckham, 
on Sunday, July 19th, 1914, 
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at 12.45 p.m., 
     

and afterwards at 
         13, Lyndhurst Road, 
     Peckham, S.W. R.S.V.P. 

 
The marriage certificate gives the following details: 
 
 William George Brown, 25, Bachelor, Commercial Traveller,  

16 High St, Peckham,  William Henry Brown, Master Baker 
Katherine Joan Fuller, 25, Spinster, 13, Lyndhurst Rd, Peckham,  
Henry William Fuller  (Deceased), Wine merchant 

 

The ceremony was witnessed by Bill’s friend George Gore Scott, Joan’s brother 
Alex William Fuller, and Bill’s sister and parents: Louisa Annie Brown, Jessie 
Brown and William Henry Brown.  The ceremony was performed by the vicar, 
S.J. Carlton.  Photographs show an intensely proud-looking groom, in a stiff 
collar, and holding top hat and gloves. (It is just possible to make out a 
photograph of his mother in his watch fob – not sure what the bride would have 
thought about that!)  Joan’s dress is decorated with lace and pearls and her veil 
sits on a white Dutch cap, also decorated with pearls, wax flowers and lace.  The 
bouquet is enormous! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

View from 65 Strathbrook when new 
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The newly-weds moved to Strathbrook Road in Streatham to what was at 
the time a newly built house, a corner plot with a small garden.  There were three 
bedrooms and a bathroom and toilet upstairs, and two reception rooms, a 
kitchen, scullery and outside toilet downstairs.  Pride in this acquisition of bricks 
and mortar meant that nothing could be changed and no holes knocked in the 
walls, so when I visited as a child, I was fascinated by the way pictures hung 
from the picture rail on long cords, by the dado rails, the dark tiles in the kitchen, 
and by the gas mantles, which although no longer used were still in situ.   

 

Bill wasn’t amongst those who rushed to join up with the outbreak of the 
war.  He had a young wife, and on 21st November 1915, a son, Donald William 
was born.  However, within a couple of weeks of his son’s birth, on 10th 
December, he made an attestation of willingness to be enlisted.  It is clear from 
the Attestation form that he had little choice in the matter.  One of the questions 
asks: 
 
 Did you receive a notice and do you understand its meaning…? 
 

An article64 on ‘The Derby Scheme’ for raising more troops may shed some light 
on what this implied: 
 

In spring 1915, enlistments averaged 100,000 men per month, but this  
could not be sustained. The upper age limit was raised from 38 to 40 in  
May 1915 in an effort to keep the numbers up, but it had become clear  
that voluntary recruitment was not going to provide the numbers of men  
required. The government passed the National Registration Act on 15  
July 1915 as a step towards stimulating recruitment and to discover how  
many men between the ages of 15 and 65 were engaged in each trade.  
All those in this age range who were not already in the military were  
obliged to register, giving details of their employment details. The results  
of this census became available by mid-September 1915: it showed there  
were almost 5 million males of military age who were not in the forces,  
of which 1.6m were in the "starred" (protected, high skill) jobs. On 11  
October 1915, Lord Derby was appointed Director-General of Recruiting.  
He brought forward a programme five days later, always called the Derby  
Scheme, for raising the numbers. Men aged 18 to 40 were told that they  
could continue to enlist voluntarily, or attest with an obligation to come if  
called up. The War Office notified the public that voluntary enlistment  
would soon cease and that the last day of registration would be 15  
December 1915. The men who registered under the Derby Scheme were  
classified into married and single, and into 23 groups according to their  
age. Group 1 was for single 18 year-olds, then by year up to Group 23 for  
single 40's; then Group 24 was for married 18 year-olds up to Group 46 for  
married 40's. At the same time, a war pension was introduced, to help  
entice men concerned about supporting their dependents given the all  

                                                 
64 http://www.1914-1918.net/derbyscheme.html   
 

http://www.1914-1918.net/derbyscheme.html


 59 

too-obvious chance that they may not survive.  

 
It must have been quite a blow to the young family.  However, following 
attestation, Bill was sent home to Streatham for the next few months, only being 
mobilized on 19th May 1916. 
 

Among the information in his war record65 is a section headed 
‘Descriptive Report on Enlistment’ with the following information: 
 

Age 27 yrs 2 m, height 5’6 ½”, girth 35 ½”, range of expansion 3 ½” 
Distinctive marks: Scar ridge of nose, Mole R shoulder 
Next of kin: Katherine Joan Brown, Walbrook, Strathbrook Rd, Streatham  
13, Lyndhurst Rd, Peckham, SE. 
Particulars as to marriage: Katherine Joan Brown, spinster; All Saints  
Church Camberwell, 19th July, 1914, WALBROOK, Strathbrook Rd,  
Streatham. Particulars as to children: Donald William Brown, b.  
20th Nov 1915, Streatham 

 

I wonder whether the incorrect birth date for Don was due to admin error or 
Grandpa’s state of mind at the time.  It’s also worth noting the change of address.  
Once it was clear that he would have to go to war, the decision was taken for my 
grandmother and her new baby to move back to her old home to live with her 
newly married sister Margaret Peddie.  The house in Streatham was let, and the 
POLD Directory for 1918-1966 (it was always about a year behind) shows: 
 
 Goodman John, 65, Strathbrook Rd, SW16 
 

(The same directory identifies Bill as the occupier in 1917, 1920 and 1925.) 
 

Proud of his Celtic heritage, it was no surprise that Bill chose to join the 
London Scottish Regiment, as a private in the 14th Battalion, before transferring 
on 10th January 1917 to the 2nd Battalion, which had been raised at the outbreak of 
the war.  The uniform included a hodden grey kilt, and no underwear beneath it, 
of course.  Apparently the sergeant-major had a mirror on the toe-cap of his boot, 
so he could check!  My great-grandmother, whether from Victorian propriety or 
a desire to keep him warm, apparently knitted some underpants and sent them 
to him; he used them to clean his rifle!  He always said that the first thing they 
learnt in training was how to fall ‘decently’. 

 
Another story my mother told was of her mother traveling by bus with the 

young Don to see Bill.  She was tired on arrival, having come a long way with a 
heavy baby.  However, although Bill met her from the bus, she had to carry the 

                                                 
65 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/  British Army WWI Service Records, 1914-1920 
66 Post Office London Directory 
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child on the long walk back to the base as it wasn’t seemly for a soldier to be seen 
carrying a baby. 

 
On 18th December 1916, the regiment embarked from Southampton for 

Salonica in Greece, arriving on 29th December.  Bill spent six months there, before 
embarking again on 29th June for Alexandria, arriving on 3rd July.  On 6th 
November that year he was wounded in action, (presumably in one of the 
skirmishes leading up to the taking of Jerusalem from the Turks later in the 
month) with a gun shot wound to the ankle, but it was presumably a relatively 
minor wound as he rejoined the battalion on 12th February 1918, only to be struck 
down with diarrhoea a week later.   This landed him in the hospital at Kantara, 
50 miles from Ismailia, and he didn’t get back to his regiment in the field until 
14th April.  Soon after, he was on the move again, embarking on the Canberra 
from Alexandria on 17th June, heading for France via Taranto in Southern Italy, 
where, once again, he reported sick.  The notes say N.Y.D. (not yet diagnosed) 
and then Flue, so presumably the medics thought he may have been developing 
Spanish Flu.  He was admitted once more but was back with the battalion a few 
days later, presumably to resume their journey north.  He was obviously still 
unwell: ‘N.Y.D. Abdominal ??’ at Boulogne on 28th July, and ‘Diarrhoea’ at 
Ecanet on 29th.  However, by the time they reached Le Havre on 19th August 
1918, he had been declared sound. 

 
Shortly after that, he was granted 14 days back in England before 

returning to battle.  He rejoined his battalion on 12th October 1918 and almost 
immediately suffered gun shot wounds in both arm and leg.  Presumably these 
were superficial, and on the 15th October he was again ‘wounded in action’ and 
admitted suffering from a gun shot wound to the leg.  The final entries read: 

 
To England per  ‘Brighton’       18.10.18 

 

and: 
 
 Home               10.12.18  

 
It does not read as a glamorous record, but it does perhaps give a glimpse of how 
debilitating the First World War was, even for the soldiers who weren’t badly 
wounded67. 
 
 Nevertheless, Bill was proud of his time in the army.  He bought, kept, 
and passed on ultimately to my sister, two books about the London Scottish68, 

                                                 
67 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/  British Army WWI Service Records, 1914-1920 
68 Kilts Across the Jordan, Bernard Blaser, 1926, London, H.F. & G. Witherby; and London Men in 
Palestine, Rowlands Coldicott, 1919, London, Edward Arnold 
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namely Kilts across the Jordan and London Men in Palestine.  I doubt anyone in the 
family except for him had read them until I dusted them down prior to writing 
this account.   At this distance, a lot of the writing is dull, but that would have 
reflected the tedium of a lot of the time spent on service.  Interspersed, of course, 
are more vivid accounts of the horror of First World Warfare.   
 

The former book is inscribed at the front: 
   

W.G. Brown 
   2 PLATOON A Coy 
    2nd BATT. LONDON SCOTTISH 
 

and underneath, a quotation from Rudyard Kipling’s The Road to Mandalay: 
 
 Somewhere East of Suez… 

Where a man can raise a thirst. 
 

The text highlights some of the discomforts experienced, shortage of water under 
the heat of the sun: 
 
 Men were lying about under the scant shelter of bivouac sheets,  

inert and irritable, for a raging thirst… produces an agony of both  
mind and body…. 

 

marching at night in utter darkness: 
 
 In single file we marched on, stumbling over boulders, catching our  

feet in vines, all the time in dread of making a noise or losing sight  
of the man in front…. Men actually slept on the march…. 

 

and the aftermath of battle: 
 
 Each lifeless body was lifted into the wagons; ten, twenty, thirty and  

more, the very best of fellows; men with whom we had lived, with  
whom we laughed, men with whom we had discussed the past and  
planned the future, now all covered with blood and dust, tattered and  
disfigured – dead.  It was a horrible sight. 

 
London Men in Palestine was written by an officer, but he details the privations the 
men underwent, bivouacking under a piece of canvas held up by a rifle on cold, 
wet nights, the endless marching on stony paths, the shortages in supplies – 
weeks on end with no bread, for example.  It’s not surprising that sickness took 
almost as much of a toll as battle.  Nevertheless, the fact that these Londoners 
took Jerusalem, the city at the heart of the Bible, generated enormous pride.  Bill 
wrote his name in the front of this book, too, and then drew his own memorial. 
Embellished with laurel branches is written: 
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“COOK’S       “CAST IRON 
TOURIST”       SIXTIETH” 

60TH DIV. 
FRANCE.  BELGIUM. 
SALONICA.  ITALY. 

EGYPT  &  PALESTINE 
2nd Kensingtons Rif.    2nd Poplar and Stepney Rif.     

2nd Lond. Scottish                  2nd Lond. Irish Rif.           
2nd Civil Cervice Rif.                                      2nd 18th Lond. St. Pancras         

2nd Queens Westminsters Rif.                                   2nd 20 Lond   
181 Brigade 

2nd 21 Lond. 1st Surrey Rif.2nd  
22 Lond Bermondsey Queens 

2nd 23 Lond C 
2nd 24 Lond 

 
“THEIR NAMES LIVETH FOR EVER.” 

 

There may be slips in the spelling and syntax, but the sentiment is sincere. 
 
There are other mementoes of Grandpa’s war.  The earliest is a wooden 

cigarette box with a boat incised on the front, which came from Salonica.   
Another is a pencil drawing labeled ‘Buster’, and dated 15. 8. 1918, so 
presumably the likeness was made on board ship en route for France.  There was 
also a beer stein, which fascinated me as a child as it played a tune when you 
picked it up.  It has a traditional pewter lid, and the body is cream, with raised 
figures in a drinking scene, surrounded by flowers and cherubs.  The 
background areas are blue or brown, and there is a number, 051, stamped on the 
rim, so I suspect it was mass-produced.  It has always puzzled me slightly, as the 
characters are clearly Germanic, in feathered Tyrolean hats, and smoking pipes, 
but the plaque on the bottom, naming the tune, is in French. 

 
Bill also kept his uniform, and had a miniature version made for my 

mother.  His badge, with a lion on a St. Andrew’s cross inscribed ‘London 
Scottish: Strike Sure’, and his sporran still survive, as do his medals: the Victory 
Medal and the British War Medal.  There is also a 1914 Star, but the name on the 
back is that of Lance Corporal L. H. Hart, 1/ K.R. Rif. C.  Whether they got mixed 
up, or how he acquired it, I have no idea.  

 
After the war, Bill teamed up with someone he had met in the army, and 

they started a flour factor business, buying flour – presumably from a mill – and 
selling it on to the bakers.  I believe things went well to start with.  There are 
photos of Bill and Joan dressed in elaborate – and presumably fairly expensive – 
fancy dress, and my mother had a live-in nurse as an infant, and recalled  
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Will and Joan - Dressing up     ‘Buster’ - 1917 
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domestic help in the house.  However at some point during the Depression the  
partner absconded with the funds.  Bill closed the office and brought the business 
home, turning the living room into a work place.  The stress caused an attack of 
alopecia, and he woke up one morning to find all his hair on the pillow.  The 
business survived, although he never actually retired, managing things well 
enough to gradually diminish the number of customers he supplied as he got 
older.  It was, however, a tough time financially.  Both of my grandparents 
needed surgical treatment during this period, but with no National Health 
Service, they couldn’t afford doctors’ and school fees, so had to ‘grin and bear it’. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bill in Home Guard uniform 

 
Barely was the Depression over than the country was at war again.  Too 

old to be part of the regular army, Bill ‘did his bit’ with the Home Guard, or 
Local Defence Volunteers, and stayed in Streatham through the whole of the 
Blitz.  The house in Streatham lost a few windows to bomb blast, but fortunately 
was never directly hit.  However, the pressure must have been immense and may 
well have been a contributory factor to my grandmother developing breast 
cancer.  Once this had spread to the liver the outcome was inevitable and she 
died in 1946: 

 
16th May 1946, 65, Strathbrook Rd, Katherine otherwise Kathleen Joan  
Brown, female, 57 yrs, wife of William George Brown, flour factor,  
Carcinoma of Liver, Carcinoma of breast, cert. By CJ Grosch, DA Brown  
son, in attendance, 73, Wroughton Rd, Battersea, 17.5.1946. 
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She was buried on 23rd May in the New Cemetery, Honor Oak.  The invoice for 
the burial, on paper headed ‘Camberwell Borough New Cemetery, shows that 
the interment: 
 
 as requested by Mr W. G. Brown 
 

took place at 2 o’clock on a Thursday.  Fees included £19 8/6 for the plot; £2 12/6 
for digging; £10 10/- for a non-parishioner’s fee and came to a grand total of £37 
13/-.  Maxwell Bros’ Funeral Service charged a further £48 18/- for a lined and 
lace-trimmed elm coffin with brass handles and an engraved inscription plate; a 
hearse, a floral car and a limousine; bearers, the verger’s fee and a tip for the 
gravediggers.  Clearly no expense was spared.  A month later, the Borough of 
Camberwell granted the grave plot (No. 9119, square 40) to William George 
Brown for the sum of £19 8/6, presumably securing his right of burial there 
when the time came.  Joan left no will, so Bill was granted Letters of 
Administration as her lawful husband on 18th October 1946. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Katherine Joan Brown 

 
I’ve no idea why Uncle Don gave Kathleen as an alternative name on the death 
certificate.  It is the only time it appears in reference to ‘Grandma Joan’.  
Presumably he was not thinking straight at the time.  Donald William Brown was 
a very bright young man, but not really a ‘people person’.  He was educated at 
Alleyn’s School in Dulwich and then went on to obtain a B.Sc. from London 
University while working full-time.  He found employment with a world 
renowned manufacturing company - Morgan Crucible in Battersea, also known 
as the Patent Plumbago Crucible Company.  I suppose now he would be given  
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 Don with Baker’s Cart 
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  Don and Jess 
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the label of engineer; I know on one occasion he was celebrated for solving a 
major problem within the company by finding an effective way to cut industrial 
diamonds when no-one else could.  In later life he built a large telescope in his 
garden, in a purpose-built observatory, complete with a turntable calibrated to 
rotate at the same rate as the earth so that the object under observation always 
stayed in focus. 

 
Unfortunately, my grandmother’s illness coincided with Don falling in 

love and he and my grandfather fell out because Don was spending time with his 
fiancée, Freda Roome, rather than with his sick mother.  They married in 
Wandsworth on 1st June 1946, and the rift in the family never completely healed, 
despite the fact that my mother did her best to keep up contact with her brother.  
Don died on 7th December 1998 in Epsom; Freda survived him until 2007. 

 
To be fair to Don, my grandfather did rather do a Queen Victoria after the 

death of his spouse.  He idolized Joan, putting together an album of 
photographs, and writing poems to her.  One begins: 

 
Who, when the day has just begun 
Was smiling, like the rising sun 
Spreading warmth and joy and glee 
To every one that she did see 
Who made a place of joy our home 
Don’t you know? … Just my Joan 

 

In his will, the album with its poems is left to my elder sister, with instructions 
that she be shown it on a regular basis to keep her grandmother’s memory alive. 
 
 After my parents moved, my great-grandmother and great-aunt – Sarah 
Jessie Odell and Louisa Annie Brown – moved into the house in Streatham to 
look after my grandfather.  During my early childhood, my Mum, sister and I 
used to go up to the phone box two streets away once a week and ring Grandpa.  
He never could tell the difference between our voices and we used to get a rise 
every time by swapping the phone between us.  Eventually he would be 
thoroughly confused and bellow down the phone: 
 
 Which one of you buggers am I talking to now? 
 

Ironically, I never realized that he was swearing! 
 

From time to time he would drive across to visit us at Coulsdon, usually 
bearing a tube of Smarties for each of his granddaughters.  My father always 
greeted him with a hand-shake and a: 
  

How are you, Governor? 
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to which the invariable reply was: 
 
 Mustn’t grumble. 
 

I would have thought that two world wars, the Depression and the loss of a wife 
might have been reason to grumble, but it wasn’t the Victorian way.  We also 
visited him at Streatham, getting the bus as we had no car.  Christmas Day was 
always spent at Strathbrook – presumably there was a bus or train service 
operating in those days.  ‘Little Granny’ – my great-grandmother, now in her 90s 
and beginning to go senile - sat in the corner in black bombazine, and Auntie Cis 
(Louisa) cooked the dinner.  Afterwards we watched television – a treat as we 
had no set of our own.  I remember jerky, black and white films which looked as 
if there was a permanent snow blizzard going on.  One which stuck in my mind 
was Mrs Mike, a real tear-jerker about a young woman living in Canada with her 
Mountie husband, and who loses a child in an epidemic.  I didn’t have a clue 
what was going on, but I thought it was wonderful! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Four generations 

 
 Like most men of his generation, Bill smoked like a chimney, and this, 
combined with living in a London which was much more polluted than it is 
today (the early 50s were the era of ‘pea-soupers’ – smogs which until the clean 
air act of 1956 claimed numerous lives) left him with chronic bronchitis.  I always 
associate the smell of liquorice with the tiny black ‘Negroid’ or ‘Mighty Imp’ 
pellets he used to suck to help keep his tubes clear.  Eventually, though, the 
bouts of bronchitis became worse, and he died on 23rd December 1961, aged 73.  
Like his father’s, Bill’s death certificate gives acute bronchitis, chronic bronchitis 
and emphysema as the causes of death.  It is certified by Dr Grosch, who had 
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been the family physician for years.  Bill was buried with his beloved Joan in 
Grave no: 3035, sq 40, New Cemetery, Honor Oak, Forest Hill. 
 
 Grandpa wrote his will on 1st December 1948.  The first instruction is that 
he is to be buried with his wife, and money to be paid to Camberwell Borough 
council for the upkeep of this grave and that of his parents.  The next paragraph 
refers to his: 
 
 dear little grand daughter  
 

and bequeaths money to be invested until she is 21.  He then lists Joan’s 
engagement ring, her dress ring and her mother’s engagement ring; his war 
medals and books about the London Scottish and the photo album described 
above: 
 
 with special instructions to my daughter Jessie, to constantly show  

the album to my grand daughter and for my daughter to teach her  
to love the memory of her wonderful grandmother Joan. 

 

 The irony was that my sister has no interest in family history at all!   
 
 To daughter Jessie were left money for her own use, a diamond stud and 
pin, a diamond and pearl stud and pin, and two further diamond rings (one of 
which was probably a huge, but flawed solitaire which had belonged to his 
mother). 
 
 The house was left to his sister who was still living with him, with the 
proviso that if she predeceased him it would pass to my mother.  A final clause 
asks Louisa Annie to will the house on in her turn to my mother and sister.  
Louisa Annie and his accountant Wilf Smith were joint executors.    
 

This will caused problems.  Don was cut out completely, and in addition, 
Bill never updated it, despite the fact that he seemed as fond of me when I was 
born as he had been of my sister.  My great-aunt and mother determined to make 
amends.   
 

Louisa continued to live at the house in Strathbrook Road after her 
brother’s death, letting the upper floor rather than live alone in the house – a 
wise precaution given her profound deafness.  She didn’t make a will until 1971, 
but when she did, she made Don and my father joint executors.  My sister and I 
were left a small lump sum each, and the rest of the estate was divided equally 
between Don and my mother.  Don must have appreciated the gesture – or had 
made a deal with my mother to make restitution - as when he died, the capital 
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sum received after Louisa’s death on 25th February 1978 was quietly returned to 
us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Louisa Annie Brown 

 
 
 
The Odells – Peckham, London and Bedford 
 

The old lady I just remember was so shrunken with age she was 
universally referred to as ‘Little Granny’.  Her eyesight was poor, and she was 
helped into her chair by the fire by her dutiful daughter.  However, the story I 
remember most clearly about her was of the night she caught a burglar trying to 
break in to the bake-house in Peckham.   She woke up to hear a disturbance 
downstairs.  On investigating, she discovered a burglar half way through a sash 
window.  Quick as a flash, she closed the window, trapping the unfortunate 
man, and by the time the rest of the household roused and came downstairs, she 
was busy belabouring his backside with a broom.  

 
Sarah Jessie Odell had been born on 13th September 1864 at 128, 

Whitecross Street, in the parish of St. Luke’s Old Street, but in the City of London 
end of the street.  She was, therefore, a true cockney.  She was baptized at St. 
Luke’s on 2nd October: 

 
daughter of George and Rachel Ann Odell, fishmonger 
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She was the sixth of eight children, living probably in relatively tough 
circumstances.  When she met my great-grandfather she was working as a 
barmaid in the New Cross area, which no doubt gave her the kind of experience 
she needed for dealing with burglars.  Certainly she was a grafter all her life. 
 
 Her marriage certificate, dated 27th November 1887, recorded: 
 

William Henry Brown, 23 years, Bachelor, Baker (Master)  
520, Old Kent Rd, Nicol Brown, Baker;  
Sarah Jessie Odell, 23 years, Spinster, - 60, Loder St, New Cross Rd,  
George Odell, Baker.   
Witnessed, Nicol Brown, George Odell, Louisa Odell. 

 

I suspect she immediately took up the role she gives on subsequent census 
returns; that of manageress of the baker’s shop.  She was a working mother, but 
did at least have domestic help in the house.  She spent most of her life living 
‘over the shop’, first at 16, Peckham High Street, then at 54 Pitt Street Peckham 
(now East Surrey Grove), only moving to Streatham when she had been 
widowed for over 10 years. 
 
 She kept, and passed on, a photograph album full of pictures which are 
sadly now largely unidentifiable.  Nevertheless, it is a beautiful artifact, with 
stiff, gold-edged pages, and a shiny, brown, gold-tooled cover with a clasp.  
Although she didn’t seem an overly-sentimental soul, she kept tucked into the 
back an invitation to the Abu-Klea Ball she attended in Dublin in 1887. 
 
 Shortly after her husband died, she bough the rights to a plot in the New 
Cemetery Burial Ground from the Borough of Camberwell.  The paperwork 
states: 
 

…. In consideration of the sum of nineteen pounds eight shillings and  
sixpence paid by Sarah Jessie Brown of 54 Pitt Street, Peckham,   
(the council) do hereby grant to the said Sarah Jessie Brown all that  
piece of ground seven feet and  ~ inches in length and three feet and  
~ inches in breadth, parcel of New Cemetery Burial Ground in the said  
borough, situate in Honor Oak … and numbered  3035 square 40 in the  
Register of Graves.   
To hold the same to the said Sarah Jessie Brown in perpetuity for the  
purpose of burial….. 
9th May 1934. 

 

She outlived her husband by nearly 25 years, dying when she was 95 
years old – a tremendous age for that generation.  She died on 2nd April 1960 at 
St. Benedict’s Hospital in Tooting, really just of old age.  The certificate reads: 

 
 Sarah Jessie Brown, female, 95 years, widow of William Henry Brown  
a master baker, 1a senility, William George Brown son 65 Strathbrook  
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Tree 9 - Descendants of James Odell

James

Odell

M ary Ann

Smith

Born: Abt. 1809

in M iddlesex

M arried: 12 October 1829

in St. James, Paddington,

M ddx

Died: 1834

in Holywell St, St. Clement

Dane's

Burial: 7 September 1834

St. Clement Dane's,

Westminster

George

Odell

Born: Abt. 1797

in Bedford, Bedfordshire

Died: 8 December 1858

in Camden, M iddlesex

M ary Ann Shorten nee

Potter

M arried: 22 M ay 1843

in St. John, Waterloo, Surrey

George

Odell

Born: 27 June 1830

in Chiswick, M iddlesex

Died: 21 January 1893

in 11, High St, Peckham

Rachel Ann

Scotts

Born: 26 June 1830

M arried: 18 February 1850

in St. John's Church,

Waterloo

Died: 18 December 1878

in 128 Whitecross St, St.

Luke's

Rd SW16, 4th April 1960. 
 

She was laid to rest in the plot she had organized so many years before in the 
New Cemetery at Honor Oak in Forest Hill. 
 

As with the Brown line, the Odell branch doesn’t stretch back very far.   
The earliest proven Odell ancestor is only identified on his son’s marriage 
certificate - as James Odell, mason. (See Tree 9 -  page 73.)  This marriage took place 
in 1843, when the groom was middle-aged, so I would guess that James Odell 
was born some time in the 1770s, or maybe a little earlier.  His son gives Bedford 
as his place of birth, and given that Odell is a place in Bedfordshire, and that the 
name is common in the county, I suspect that this is the county where James 
Odell was born.   
 

 

His son, George Odell, is also a relatively shadowy figure.  The 1851 
census69 records him as 54 years old, which would suggest a birth around 1797.   
 
 

                                                 
69 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1851 Census, St. Bride’s, HO107/1527, p.330 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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He gives his place of birth as Bedfordshire, Bedford, but no baptism of a George 
son of James has been found there, although two James and Elizabeth Odells 
baptize children there between 1801 and 15.   One of these couples is Methodist; 
the other seems to move from Clophill, a few miles south-west of Bedford, to 
Harrold, a few miles north-west, via Bedford itself and Westoning, just outside 
the county town.   It is just possible that George belonged to one of these, and 
also that they are the same couple. Presumably, he came to London as a young 
man, and married there.  A likely marriage took place on 12th October 1829 
between a George Odell and a Mary Ann Smith at St. James Paddington – not too 
far from the St. Clement Danes area where the family is later found.  (In fact, 
many Middlesex parishes are much bigger than the distance between St. James’ 
and St. Clement’s.)  The marriage was by banns, with both participants being ‘of 
this parish’ and single, but while Mary Ann signed, George made his mark.  This 
is somewhat frustrating, as signatures can help differentiate between people with 
the same name.  However, he makes a very similar mark in two other marriage 
registers, which then almost becomes a signature in itself, so I think this is the 
right person.  Witnesses were John Ball, Thomas Ellsey and ? Rockett. 
 
 The only child of this union was George.  In his own carefully kept family 
bible, in his own handwriting, he records his date of birth as 27th June 1830.  As 
with the previous two generations, though, no baptism has come to light.  Maybe 
the Odells were not regular church-goers; maybe his mother was not in good 
health after the birth, and a christening was never organized. Certainly, Mary 
Ann died when George junior was only four years old.  She was only 25.  The 
burial register of St. Clement Danes for 1834 notes: 
 
 Mary Ann Odell; 11 Holywell St; Septr 7th ; 25 
 

The St. Clement Danes Overseers’ Accounts70 show George senior seeking help 
in the months before Mary Ann’s death.  Maybe he needed medical help; maybe 
he was unable to work at this time.  In May 1834, in a list headed ‘Casuals’, the 
following appears: 
 

Odell. Geo.     . 3 .    
 

presumably this means he received 3/-.  In June of the same year, he seems to 
receive 6/- from the Overseers of the Poor.  After this, his name doesn’t appear 
again. 
 

Mary Ann’s burial gave an address of 11, Holywell St.  Like other 
addresses for this family, the road no longer exists, but was directly to the west 

                                                 
70 WCA, Mf 252  B131 Overseers’ a/c 1833-5 
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of St. Clement Danes, where Aldwych now runs.  The rates records71 for 11, 
Holywell Street in 1833 show: 

 
Premises Rated   No   Rack Rent  Name of occupier or owners      

House         11    34           Edward ?Morris   
1st rate;   2nd rate  3rd rate  4th rate 

Empty   Empty   Empty  Empty 
Arrears  Qrs  Cause and results 

£1 17-  , -,  4th    Turned over to Edward Morris 
Westminster votes; Co rates   Arrears last year  
-  34  – 

 

In 1835 the same address has: 
 

Premises Rated   No   Rack Rent  Name of occupier or owners      

House         11    34           Edward }Morris 
      Edmund} 
1st rate;   2nd rate  3rd rate  4th rate 

17/-  19/10  17/-  £1 2/6  Received 17/- 
Arrears  Qrs  Cause and results 

£2 19/6 2,3 &4  Turned over. 
Westminster votes; Co rates   Arrears last year  
-  34  17/- 4th qur 1834/5 

 

Individual occupiers’ names are not given, though it is likely that each house was 
divided into tenements, so there is no way of working out whether George Odell 
was one of those in arrears.  It is interesting that the term ‘Rack Rent’ is used.  
Although this technically just means that property is being let at the going rate, it 
has overtones of extortionate rents and greedy landlords.  Housing in London 
was expensive then, too. 
  
 By the time of the 1841 census72 George was living at 9, Plough Court, off 
Carey Street in St. Clement Danes.  This was a stone’s throw from Holywell 
Street, on the other side of Clements Inn.  At this address were: 
 

George Odell   40 Porter   Y 
May Odell   40   Y 
George Odell   11   Y 
Richard Odell   1   Y 
Thomas Close   20   Y 
Slener Close   20   Y  

 

Despite the ‘Y’s in the final column, neither George nor his wife – here recorded 
as May rather than Mary Ann - was born in Middlesex.  The most useful piece of 
information in this entry is actually the last one, as Selena Close later witnessed 
George junior’s marriage, proving that this is the right family.  It also gives 

                                                 
71 WCA, Mf 252  B131 Overseers’ a/c 1833-5 
72 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1841 Census, St. Clement Dane’s, HO107/731/7 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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George senior’s occupation – porter – which is corroborated on George junior’s 
marriage certificate.  George junior’s age fits his birth date.  The rest of the 
information is slippery.  The inference is that May (it may read Mary) is George 
senior’s wife and Richard their son, and there seems initially no obvious link 
between the Odells and the Closes.  To deal with them first, Thomas Close 
married Selina Shorten three months earlier at St. Dunstan in the West.  Her 
father’s name was John Shorten – another porter.  Her baptism was recorded at 
the City of London Lying-in Hospital at Finsbury in 1825, with parents John and 
Mary Ann Shorten.   Mary Ann was to marry George Odell two years after the 
census.  There is no record of a John Shorten dying between 1837 and 1841, so the 
assumption is either that Richard was George and Mary Ann’s child, and born 
out of wedlock, or that John abandoned Mary Ann shortly after his birth.  There 
is no further record of him and I suspect he died young, but whether before or 
after George and Mary Ann married, I don’t know. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John the Evangelist Waterloo 

 
 

The wedding eventually took place at St. John Waterloo (where George 
junior subsequently married) on 23rd May 1843; presumably the family had 
moved south of the river in the interim.  The certificate gives: 

 
George Odell, full, widower, Porter, Agnes St, James Odell, Mason 
Mary Ann Shorton, full, widow,        Agnes St, Peter Porter, Farmer 
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+ the mark of George Odell, Mary Ann Shorton 
Witnesses:  Mary ?Skidler,  James Green   
 

Agnes Street was directly opposite St. John’s Church. 
  
 Thomas and Selena Close baptized twins – Mary Ann and George Thomas 
- at St. John’s Waterloo in March 1845.  George was presumably a sickly child 
and not expected to live, as he had already been baptized at St. Mary’s Lambeth 
in January, at only a few days old.  In both cases, the address given is Plough 
Court.  Plough Court was a mixed working class or artisan area.  On the same 
page as the Odell entry in the 1841 census had appeared a school mistress, 
printer, painter, warehouseman, coachman, mason, laundress, sempstress, 
driver, general dealer, cabinet maker, basket maker and a couple of female 
servants.   
 

59, Dorset Street, St. Bride’s, where George and Mary Ann Odell were in 
185173 had a similar mix of people – a couple of compositors, an artist, a fancy 
worker, a labourer, a dressmaker.   Selena Close and her daughter Mary Ann 
were living in a separate household in the same house.   Mary Ann Odell 
appearing on the census return as what looks like ‘Morgan’, is aged 50 and hails 
from Codenham in Suffolk.  George Odell gives his age as 54, states that he 
comes from Bedfordshire, Bedford, and gives his occupation as Ticket Porter. 
 
 According to a web article entitled The Forgotten Story of London’s Porters74: 
 
 The full-time porters were regulated by the City of London, and divided  

into two groups, the Fellowship Porters, who carried “measurable”  
goods (grain, coal, salt and the like) on and off ships moored in the Thames  
and in and out of warehouses, and the Ticket Porters….. 
 
The Ticket Porters, who wore a pewter badge carrying the arms of the City,  
a cross and a dagger, were subdivided into two themselves, the waterside  
Ticket Porters, who dealt with all ship-borne cargoes the Fellowship Porters  
did not carry, and the Street or Uptown Porters. This last group carried  
everything from letters to parcels to merchant’s goods of all descriptions,  
which might weigh up to three hundredweight, nearly 350 pounds, the  
heaviest loads requiring a team of four porters with poles and chains.  
The Street Porters waited to be hired at 100 or so official stands placed  
around the City, and they charged up to five shillings a day, a considerable  
sum for a manual labourer. 
 
Portering was hard work, however, and porters needed a considerable  
amount of carbohydrate as fuel – much of which they got from drinking. 

                                                 
73 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1851 Census, St. Bride’s, HO107/1527, p.330 
74 http://zythophile.wordpress.com/2007/11/02/the-forgotten-story-of-londons-porters/  
 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://zythophile.wordpress.com/2007/11/02/the-forgotten-story-of-londons-porters/
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Tree 10 - Family of George and Rachel Odell

George

Odell

Born: 27

June 1830

in

Chiswick,

Middlesex

Died: 21

January

1893

in 11,

High St,

Peckham

Rachel A.

Scotts

Born: 26

June 1830

Married:

18

February

1850

in St.

John's

Church,

Waterloo

Died: 18

December

1878

George

Odell

Born: 26

December

1852

in City of

London

Caroline

May

Married:

14 April

1877

in

Shoreditc

h

Mary Ann

Odell

Born: 26

February

1855

in City of

London

Baptism:

1 April

1855

St. Luke

Old St.

William J.

Witt

Married:

18 March

1877

in Poplar

Arthur

Odell

Born: 13

July 1857

in City of

London

Baptism:

5 August

1857

St. Luke

Old St.

Mary Ann

Price

Married:

10

February

1887

in Dublin,

Ireland

Charles

Brown

Rachel

Odell

Born: 12

March

1859

in City of

London

Baptism:

27 March

1859

St. Luke

Old St.

George

Woodcoc

Married:

12 March

1883

in

Shoreditc

h

Lucy A.

Hicks

Married:

25 March

1883

in East

Dulwich

Oswald T.

Odell

Born: 19

December

1860

in City of

London

Baptism:

6 January

1861

St. Luke

Old St.

Ada A.

Horton

Married:

1896

in

Edmonton

Sarah J.

Odell

Born: 13

Septembe

r 1864

in St.

Luke

Baptism:

2 October

1864

St Luke,

Old St

Died: 2

April

1960

in

Streatham

William

Brown

Born: 8

July 1864

in

Peckham

Married:

27

November

1887

in

Peckham

Wesleyan

Chapel

Died: 1

April

1934

in

Peckham

Burial:

Honor

Oak

Reuben

Odell

Born:

June 1866

in City of

London

Died: 8

March

1868

Benjamin

Williams

Louisa

Odell

Born: 22

June 1868

in City of

London

Frans

Goosens

Married:

1897

in

Camberw

ell
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One estimate is that 18th century manual workers were getting 2,000  
calories a day from beer. Pubs were used as fuelling stops: it was  
“universal” in the 18th century, according to a writer in 1841, for public  
houses in London to have a bench outside for porters to sit at and a board  
(that is, table) alongside it “for depositing their loads” while they stopped  
for “deep draughts of stout … such as are idealised in Hogarth’s Beer  
Street.” That was “stout” as in stout porter, of course: the strong, dark  
beer London’s brewers developed out of the brown ale they brewed at the  
beginning of the 18th century was just the sort of refreshing, energising  
brew the porters wanted, and its popularity with the portering class is  
why it was given their name. 

 

Records survive for the Society of Tacklehouse and Ticket Porters, but George 
Odell’s name does not appear.  Whether, therefore, he was claiming something 
which wasn’t strictly true, because being a ticket porter had more kudos than 
being a casual labourer, can’t be proved.   However, the description of life as a 
ticket porter probably gives a flavour of his lifestyle.   He was obviously part of a 
portering community as both John Shorten and Thomas Close were also porters. 
 
 There is no trace of George or Mary Ann in the 1861 census, but it took me 
many years, and the acquisition of the death certificate of every George Odell in 
London between 1851 and 61, before I tracked down what I think must be the 
record of his death.  The only certificate which could possibly fit gave the 
following information: 
 
 Eighth December 1858, George Odell, Male, 61 years, Private Watchman, 

Paralysis 3 years, M Odell, present at the death 35 College Street West  
Camden Town, Eleventh December 1858, William Lance Registrar 

 

The age fits with his given age on the census, but nothing else is precisely right.  
The Camden address is new, but only about three miles from the previous 
known address and George’s history shows he never stayed anywhere very long.  
He is no longer a porter, but clearly paralysis would have precluded this kind of 
work, and working as a private watchman would seem a fairly natural 
progression.  The informant’s name isn’t clear; there is an M before the surname, 
and then a squiggle which could be an s or an o.  Maybe Mary Ann was 
shortened to Mo, which could explain the strange ‘Morgan’ on the 1851 census.  
Despite the inconsistencies and mysteries, I am fairly sure this is the right person; 
if not, the illiterate George must have simply slipped under the radar of General 
Registration. 
 

Unlike his father, George Odell junior was able to write, and in a good, 
clear hand, as evidenced by his signature in the family bible – by which time he 
was George Odell senior.  He records his own birth date as 27th June 1830, and 
later censuses give Chiswick as his birthplace.  This doesn’t fit very well with the 
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later movements of the family, but maybe this was Mary Ann’s home.  Women 
often went home to their mothers for the birth of a first child. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

George Odell’s signature in the Family Bible 

 
 George was only 19 when he married Rachel Ann Scotts at St. John the 
Evangelist, Waterloo Road (See Tree 10 – page 79): 
 
 George Odell, full, Bachelor, Baker, Waterloo Rd, George Odell, Porter, 
 Rachel Ann Scotts, full, Spinster, Waterloo Rd, Joseph Scotts, Publican 
 Witnessed: George + Odell, Selina Close, A Rudd  

 

Both bride and groom give Waterloo Road as their address (it was not unusual to 
give a shared address; it cost less), and it may be that they were living with 
George senior in Agnes Street; if not, they must have been close by.  However, a  
year later, when the 1851 census75 was taken, they had returned north of the river 
and were living at 4, Horse Shoe Court, St. Clement Danes, Middlesex.  Both give 
their age as 21; George is working as a baker; and their respective birthplaces are 
given as Chiswick and St. Luke Old Street. 
 
 A year later, Rachel gave birth to their first child, also named George, on 
26th December 1852.  There must still have been links with south of the river, as 
the baby was baptized at the Lying in Hospital, Lambeth, where he was 
presumably born, on 5th January 1853.   However, the address given was 6, 
Sugarloaf Court, (possibly West St, St. Sepulchre – the writing isn’t clear).  This 
third George Odell married on 14th April 1877 at St. John Hoxton (as is recorded 
in the bible).  His bride was Caroline May, and they raised six children: Caroline 
Jane – 1878, Annie Rachel - 1880, George Thomas – 1882, William – 1884, Arthur 
Robert – 1886 and May - 1889. 
 

The next child, Mary Ann (later married to William John Witt), was born 
on 26th February 1855 and was baptized at St. Luke Old Street on 1st April, as 
were all her other siblings.  The family home was now at 128, Whitecross Street - 
as it was to be for the next 25 years or so – on the edge of the City of London.   
George Odell was now a fishmonger, a trade he gave on all subsequent baptisms.   

                                                 
75  http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1851 Census, St. Clement Dane’s, HO107/1511 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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 The third son, Arthur, was born on 13th July 1857 and baptized on 5th 
August.  He joined the army as a private in the 16th Lancers, appearing on the 
1881 census76 in barracks in Yorkshire.  He married Mary Ann Price (Mae) on 10th 
February 1887 at St. Matthias’ Church in Dublin, while he was stationed at Island 
Bridge Barracks.  He had served in Sudan between 1884 and 1886, fighting with 
the Heavy Camel Corps against the Mahdists, an Islamic revolutionary group 
holding sway in Sudan, and which the British feared might spread into Egypt.  
The most well-known incident in this war is the death of General Gordon at 
Khartoum, but there was also a famous battle at Abu Klea on 17th January 1885, 
in which I assume Arthur participated.  A website devoted to British battles77  
describes Abu Klea as: 
 
 the quintessential Victorian colonial battle, fought by the lauded ‘Camel Corps’,  

and celebrated in Sir Henry Newbolt’s poem ‘Vitai Lampada’: … 
 

The sand of the desert is sodden red,  
Red with the wreck of the square that broke;  
The Gatling’s jammed and the Colonel dead,  
And the regiment blind with dust and smoke…… 
Play up! Play up! And play the game! 

 

The battle took place in a bend of the River Nile above Khartoum, and about 
1,400 British soldiers were surrounded by 14,000 Sudanese.  Amazingly, given 
the odds, the British won - although they didn’t reach Khartoum in time to save 
Gordon. 
 
 Back in Island Bridge Barracks in Dublin two years later, a ball was held to 
celebrate the victory.  An invitation card survives which suggests that Arthur’s 
father and his sister Jessie were present at the ball: 
 

16TH QUEEN’S LANCERS 
ABU-KLEA BALL 

The Non-Commisioned Officers and 
Men of the above regiment, who had the 
honour of serving in the Heavy Camel 

Regiment, request the pleasure of 
Mr. G and Miss J Odell’s  

company, at their Ball, to be held on 
Monday, 17th January, 1887, at 

Island Bridge Barracks 
 Dancing at 8.30p.m 

      A. Mill  President 
 Please present this card at the door   The favour of an answer will oblige 
 Eaton                     Dublin 

 

                                                 
76 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1881 Census, Gate Fulford, RG11/4727 
77 http://www.britishbattles.com/egypt-1882/abu-klea.htm 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.britishbattles.com/egypt-1882/abu-klea.htm
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                Invitation to Abu-Klea Ball 

 
The family bible gives the birth date of the next child, Rachel, as 5th March 

1859, while the register recording her baptism on 27th March gives the 12th.  By 
her first husband, George Woodcock, whom she married at St. John Hoxton on 
12th March 1883, Rae had a son George, born in December 1883.  By all accounts, 
this was not a happy marriage; in 1891 she was living alone in Margate, working 
as a barmaid, and in 1901 she and her son were living in Camberwell as boarders 
in the house of Charles Edward Brown.  My mother believed he was a second 
husband, but I have not found proof of the relationship being formalized.  Son 
George Woodcock Brown, who was a good amateur artist, emigrated to the USA. 
 
 Oswald Thomas Odell was born on 19th December 1860, and was baptized 
on 6th January 1861, with his name recorded as Thomas Oswell.  By his first wife, 
Lucy Annie Hicks, whom he married on 25th March 1883 at St. John’s, East 
Dulwich, he had two children – Ada and Ethel, born 1887 and 1888 respectively.  
His second wife, who he married in 1896 in Edmonton, was named Ada Annie 
Horton. 
 
 The 1861 census78 shows the growing family at 128, Whitecross St.  
George, the head of the family is 30, a fishmonger and gives Chiswick as his 
place of birth.  His wife, Rachel A. is the same age, but gives her birthplace as St. 
Luke’s.  George, aged 8, is born in Surrey, but the other children: Mary Ann 6, 
Arthur – 4, Rachel – 2 and Oswell – 4 months, are all recorded as born in St. 

                                                 
78 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1861 Census St. Luke’s, RG9/205 f 30 
 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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Luke’s.  There is also a live in servant – Sarah Brown, aged 16, so George is 
presumably moving up the social scale in comparison to his father. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Luke Old Street 

 
My great-grandmother, Sarah Jessie Odell was the next child – born 19th 

September and baptized 2nd October 1864.  The vicar must have asked questions 
about her eldest brother, because he was baptized – for a second time – on the 
same day, with a slightly inaccurate note in the register to the effect that he had 
been born on 25th December 1851. 
 
 Next came Reuben, born May 11th, baptized June 3rd 1866.  The bible just 
says June 1866 for his birth, but records his death in full.  Presumably it was 
written up retrospectively, maybe when the bible was acquired, which would 
account for any inconsistencies: 
 
 Reuben Odell died 8th March 1868 age 1 year and 10 months. 

 
 The last child of George and Rachel Ann Odell was named Louisa.  She 
was born on 22nd June 1868 and baptized on 12th July.  She too, married twice, 
firstly to a Belgian named Frans Goossens, in 1897 in Camberwell.  The couple 
had two children, François Constans, born 1898 and May Jeanette, born in 1900.  
Family knowledge named the older Frans as George, the younger as Frank, and 
his sister as Cis.   Lou was also left with two young children, whether by death or 
desertion I don’t know, but in 1908 she married Benjamin Williams, and Frank 
and May (or Marie) are recorded as his step-children on the 1911 census.  
 
  In 1871, the census79 shows the whole family, apart from Reuben: 

                                                 
79 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1871 census, St. Luke, RG10/104 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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       Louisa Odell           Frans Goosens 

 
 

128, Whitecross St. 
George Odell    H m 40 Fishmonger Mddx, Chiswick 
Rachel A Odell    W m 40   Mddx, St. Luke 
George Odell    s u 18   Waterloo Rd. 
Mary Ann Odell dau u 16   Mddx, St. Luke 
Arthur Odell   s u 13   Mddx, St. Luke 
Rachel Odell   dau  u 12   Mddx, St. Luke 
Oswell Odell   s u 10   Mddx, St. Luke 
Sarah J Odell   dau u 6   Mddx, St. Luke 
Louisa Odell   dau u 2   Mddx, St. Luke 
Alice Troller   ser u 18   Mddx 

 

 Rachel Ann Odell died in December 1878; the death certificate gives the 
following details:  
 
 18th December 1878, 128, Whitecross St, Rachel Ann Odell, female, 48 years,  
 wife of George Odell, fishmonger, pneumonia, George Odell widower present  
 at the death 128 Whitecross St, 21st December 1878 

 
So by 188180, only Rachel junior, Sarah and Louisa at 22, 16 and 12 respectively 
are still living in the family home at Whitecross Street.  George has aged a 
consistent ten years, and is still a fishmonger.  There is no servant; maybe things 

                                                 
80 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1881 Census, St. Luke’s, RG11/365 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/


 87 

were not going so well, following his wife’s death, for sometime in the early 
1880s, George Odell changed trades again.  On Oswald’s marriage certificate – 
dated 25th March 1883, the father’s occupation is given as fishmonger; on 
Rachel’s – dated a couple of weeks earlier, George’s occupation is Licensed 
Victualler.  The fact that his co-father-in-law was in the same trade might make it 
feasible that this is a clerical error, but Arthur also calls his father a publican on 
his marriage certificate in 1887, so George must have been a publican for a while, 
and this would link with the fact that both Sarah and Rachel worked as barmaids 
at some point around this time.  Kelly’s directory entered him as a fishmonger 
from 1859 to 1883, running his business from the family home at 128, Whitecross 
Street, and then he disappears from the directory, corroborating the theory that 
he changed occupations at this time. 
    

However, by November 1887, when Sarah married, he had morphed once 
more, back into the baker he started out as, and by 1891, according to the 
census81, he was living with his married daughter Sarah, and working as a baker 
with his son-in-law, William Hendry Brown.   He died two years later, at home at 
16, High Street Peckham on 21st January 1893.  The certificate states him to be 62 
years old, and: 
  

formerly a licensed victualler 
 

Cause of death was given as: 
 

congestion of lungs, bronchitis with rheumatic gout 26 days 
 

and the death was registered by his eldest daughter, Rachel Woodcock, on 23rd 
January. 
 
 
 
The Scotts or Scutts – London and Wiltshire 
 
 Rachel Ann Scotts, wife of George Odell, was born on 26th June 1830.  
Although the family was living in Old Street, she, like two of her older siblings, 
was baptized at St. Margaret Westminster (the church beside Westminster 
Abbey), on 17th November 1830.  Her marriage certificate confirms her to be the 
daughter of Joseph Scotts, publican, and although she married south of the river, 
she ended up back in Whitecross Street, St. Luke Old Street, where she had 
grown up. 
 

                                                 
81 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1891 census, Peckham, RG12/473 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/


 88 

 Unfortunately, the 1841 census for Whitecross Street has not survived, so 
the first return she appears on is in 185182, by which time she was married.  
However, this document does confirm her birth in St. Luke’s, as do the 1861 and 
1871 censuses.  She is also consistent with her age, going from 21 to 30 to 40 over 
the decades.  She was the penultimate child of Joseph and Harriot Scotts.   
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Extract from the Odell Family Bible 

 
The first-born in this family was Joseph, born on 20th December 1818 and 

baptized on 20th January 1819 at St. George, Bloomsbury.  Both parents’ names 
are recorded, and the address given is Lansdown Mews, St. Pancras, where 
Joseph senior was a groom.  Joseph was buried at St. Andrews Holborn on 17th 
February 1819, aged one, with his abode still given as St. Pancras.  Next was 
another short-lived child, Harriet, born on 19th February 1820 and baptized on 
15th April at St. Margaret’s Westminster from an address in Marsham Street. Her 
father was listed as a gentleman’s coachman.  She also died young and was 
buried at St. Pancras on 12th June 1821. For their next child, Joseph and Harriot 
chose the name Joseph again, but preceded by John.  John Joseph was born on 
19th April 1822, and baptized on 27th June, also at St. Margaret Westminster.  I 
suspect he also died young, as there is no further sign of him.   

                                                 
82 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1851 Census, St. Clement Dane’s, HO107/1511 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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Initially, there seems to be no connection between St. Pancras and 
Marsham Street, but it looks as if Joseph had moved closer to his brother Isaac, 
who had buried a daughter Frances from an address in Marsham Street in 1817.  
Maybe it was this link which prompted Rachel Ann’s Westminster baptism. 
 
 The next child, Isaac, born on 19th December 1823 was baptized on 1st 
February 1824 at St. Mary Bermondsey.  By now, Joseph was a victualler, a trade 
he followed for the rest of his life, and the family was living in Bermondsey 
Street.  Isaac was also destined for a short life; his burial, aged 11 years 6 months, 
abode Fosters Buildings, took place at St. Luke on 8th July 1835.  His brother, 
Thomas John, was born on 11th January 1826, and was baptized at St. Mary 
Bermondsey on 26th February. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whitecross Street 
 

Harriot’s birth on 21st July 1828, was the first to find the Scotts living at 
Fosters Buildings in Whitecross Street; they would stay until the family broke up 
after their mother’s death.  Harriot was baptized at St. Luke Old Street on 10th 
August 1828.  Rachel’s birth, in 1830, seemed to complete the family, but in fact a 
final child, was born, Joseph Isaac, named for his dead siblings, born 3rd 
September 1835, baptized on 30th.  However, Joseph senior’s desperate attempts 
to perpetuate what were obviously key family names ultimately failed, as Joseph 



 90 

Isaac died in 1861, aged about 26.  The death was registered in West London, a 
registration district which includes St. Andrew Holborn. 
  

There was no sign of a marriage between a Joseph Scotts and a Harriott in 
St. Pancras, Westminster, Bermondsey or St. Luke – or in fact anywhere.  
However, a marriage did take place between a Joseph Scott and a Harriet 
Thompson at St. Andrew Holborn – where their first son was buried – on 16th 
May 1818, which would fit well with Joseph’s birth in December that year.  The 
entry reads: 
 

Joseph Scott of this parish and Harriet Thompson of this parish were married  
in this church by banns this sixteenth day of May 1818 by me J. Thimbleby, curate. 
Signed Joseph Scott, Harriet Thompson 
Wit: Thos Price, George Hicks 

 

It would seem feasible that the curate would substitute the more familiar Scott 
for Scotts, but less so that Joseph himself would make the same mistake.  
However, given that back in Wiltshire, where he was born, the family was 
known as Scutt or Scutts, I suspect this was the point when the name began to 
morph.  Maybe the curate assumed that Scutt was the Wiltshire accent’s 
rendition of Scott, and persuaded Joseph, probably fresh up from the country, to 
use the perhaps more citified Scott.  Certainly the final ‘s’ does seem to come and 
go in official documents.   It is possible, I suppose, that this is not Rachel Ann’s 
parents, but given that one of her siblings was buried at St. Andrew Holborn and 
two of her siblings later married there, - one of them with a Mary Thompson as 
witness - does suggest that this is the right couple. 
 
 Joseph leaves a useful paper trail in Bermondsey.  He appears in the land 
tax records83 (between Appletree Court and Royal Oak Yard) in 1824: 

 
Bermondsey Street  
John Scotts     21 

 
in 1825, where the entry could read Scoots rather than Scotts – another variant: 
 

John Scotts  Bermonsey St   Rental 21  

 
The entry is the one next to Royal Oak Yard.   In 1826, the entry definitely reads: 
 

John Scoots              £1. 8 –    
 

He also took out insurance with Sun Fire Insurance84:

                                                 
83 LMA, QS6/7/68 Bermondsey Land Tax 1813-25 
84 LMA, MS 11936/495/1008315 & MS 11936/503/1037505 
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Tree 11 - Family of Joseph and Harriot Scotts

Joseph

Scotts

Died: 9 July

1845

in 41,

Rosemary

Lane,

Whitechapel

Burial: 13 July

1845

St. Luke, Old

St.

Harriot

Thompson

M arried: 16

M ay 1818

in St. Andrew,

Holborn

Died: 5 M ay

1842

in 5, Fosters

Buildings,

Whitecross St,

St. Luke's

Burial: 17 M ay

1842

St. Luke, Old

St.

Joseph

Scotts

Born: 18

December

1818

Baptism: 20

January 1819

St. George,

Bloomsbury

Died: February

1819

Burial: 17

February 1819

St. Andrew

Holborn

John Joseph

Scotts

Born: 19 April

1822

in Westminster

Baptism: 27

June 1822

St. M argaret,

Westminster

Isaac

Scotts

Born: 1823

in

Bermondsey,

Surrey

Baptism: 2

January 1824

St. M ary,

Bermondsey

Died: 1835

Burial: 8 July

1835

St. Luke, Old

St.

Thomas John

Scotts

Born: 1826

in

Bermondsey,

Surrey

Baptism: 26

February 1826

St. M ary

M agdalene,

Bermondsey

Died: 1902

in Wandsworth

Cordelia E.

Yoxall

M arried: 29

December

1845

in St. Andrew

Holborn

Harriot

Scotts

Born: 21 July

1828

in City  of

London

Baptism: 8

October 1828

St. Luke's, Old

St

Richard

Yoxall

M arried: 17

February 1846

in St. Andrew

Holborn

Rachel Ann

Scotts

Born: 26 June

1830

Died: 18

December

1878

in 128

Whitecross St,

St. Luke's

George

Odell

Born: 27 June

1830

in Chiswick,

M iddlesex

M arried: 18

February 1850

in St. John's

Church,

Waterloo

Died: 21

January 1893

in 11, High St,

Peckham

Joseph Isaac

Scotts

Born: 3

September

1835

in St. Luke,

M ddx

Baptism: 30

September

1835

St. Luke, Old

St.

Died: 1861

in West

London

T homas John Scot ts subsequent ly married Ann Penn, and then 

a third wife named Elizabeth.
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 18th September 1823 

1008315 Joseph Scotts  of the Royal Oak Bermondsey 
12/-   Street Victualler 
Michs 1824  On his household goods wearing apparel printed books  
14/-   and plate in his now dwelling house only situate as  
DL 14/- aforesaid brick and timber--------------------------------  200 

3/- 436  Stock and utensils and Goods in trust therein only 
5 Bermondsey two hundred pounds----------------------------- 3/- 200 

          400 
WHH  W Burnie CB Ford J ?Dorier jnr 

 
    26th October 1825 

1037505 Joseph Scotts  of the Royal Oak Bermondsey 
18/-   Street gent 
Michs 1826  On his household goods wearing apparel printed  
3/280   books and plate in his dwelling house offices parlour  
DL (?) 17/6  and cellar behind all communicating fixtures included  

situate as aforesaid brick and timber three hundred  
pounds -------------------------------------------  3/ 300 

5 Bermondsey  Stock and utensils fixtures and goods on trust therein 
2/166   only three hundred pounds-----------------   3/- 300 

          600 
WHH  FC Ladbroke H Ladbroke CB Ford 

 

It is curious that he is described as ‘gent’ in the 1825 entry.  His valuation had 
gone up, so maybe he was doing well.  However, gentleman, in the sense we 
normally understand it seems unlikely.  It was also used to describe someone 
who is not in employment at the time – usually retired, but this seems unlikely as 
well.  Perhaps he had employed a manager to run the business, so felt that ‘gent’ 
was an appropriate term.   
 

Within a couple of years, however, he had moved to Whitecross Street.  
He first appears in records headed ‘Liberty of Whitecross Street’ paying land 
tax85 in 1827.  Once again, his name is written without the final ‘s’: 

 
Rentals Names of           Names of occupiers Names or desc       Sums assessed and  
 proprietors                   of estates or property    exonerated/not exon’d               

30   R Smith 
18     Fosters Buildgs          “ 
20   Watmore 
30   Scott 
      “ 

 

The format is odd.  No sums of money mentioned, and the address appears 
under proprietors.  At the back of the volume is the following: 

                                                 
85 LMA, MR/PLT /2360,  St. Luke’s Land Tax 
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Middlesex ) 
Finsbury    )    The Commissioners of Land Tax (among others) acting for the  
Division     )    said division do hereby sign and allow the forgoing assessment. 

Given under our hands and seals this 7th day of September 1827. 
 

(Signed)  R Pateson 

   John Scott 

   R Wright 

 
By the following year86, when the tax was raised on 18th July, the document is a 
little more ordered, though the name is still spelled Scott: 
  
Rentals   Names of          Names of occupiers Names or desc             Sums assessed and  
                proprietors                                                     of estates or property            exonerated/not exon’d 

30  R Smith 
18      “  Fosters Bdgs 
18  Whatmore 
20  Scott 
30     “ 

 

The next land tax87, dated 1st September 1829, gives identical details, but in 1830 
and 31, the format changed slightly, and sums assessed were also recorded: 
 

Rentals Names of          Names of   Names or desc of             Sums assessed and 
Proprietors       occupiers  estates or property               exonerated/not exon’d 

 
                      

30           Smith    2 
        Fosters Buildgs   
18           Smith    1    4 
18           Watmore    1    4 
20           Scott    1     6 8 
30              “     2 

 

  
The land tax records are not complete, nor, it seems, are the Registers of 

Victuallers’ Recognizances88, which cover a similar era.  However, they are more 
informative, and spell his name in a more familiar way.  The first of these that I 
have found gives: 
 

Register of Victuallers’ Recognizances. 1826-7 
At a special meeting 17th August 1826 
Finsbury Division Parish of St. Luke 
Person        Sign of        where situate        if convicted when etc    names of sureties    place of abode 
Licensed    House     

                                                 
86 LMA, MR/PLT/2361,  St. Luke’s Land Tax  
87 LMA, MR/PLT/2363,  St. Luke’s Land Tax 
88 LMA, MV/LR/28, Registers of Victuallers’ Recognizances 
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Scotts      George   Fosters buildings                              Thomas         1 Warwick Place,                                                                                   
Joseph              Lidiard       Whitecross St               

 

Thomas Lidiard doesn’t seem to have been a publican himself. 
 

The introduction page of these volumes89, taken here from the 1827-8 
volume, explains the purpose of these recognizances: 

 
A Register or Calendar of all the Innkeepers and Alehouse Keepers  
Recognizances sent or returned to the Clerk of the Peace for the County of  
Middlesex taken at the General Meetings of the Justices acting in and for the  
several divisions for the said county in the month of March 1827 and at the  
several Special Meetings of the said Justices held in and for the said Divisions  
and between that time and the General Meetings in the Month of March 1828  
together with the Names and Places of Abode of the several Sureties entering  
into such Recognizances – and containing Entries of all Convictions against such 
Innkeepers and Alehouse keepers returned to the said Clerk of the Peace during 
 the same period, and whether for first , second or subsequent offences; pursuant  
to an Act of Parliament passed in the twenty sixth year of the Reign of King  
George the Second intitled ‘An Act for regulating the manner of licensing of  
alehouses in that part of Great Britain called England’ another Act passed in 
the forty eighth year of the Reign of King George the third intitled ‘An Act to  
repeal the stamp duties or licenses granted by Justices of the Peace for the selling  
of Beer and other Exciseable Liquors by Retail; and for granting other Duties  
in lieu thereof’ and another Act passed in the Third Year of the reign of King  
George the Fourth intitled ‘An Act for amending the Laws for regulating the  
manner of licensing Alehouses in that part of the United Kingdom called  
England and for the more effectually preventing disorder therein. 

 

The general meeting, recorded in the same volume in March 1827, shows how 
publicans stood surety for each other: 
 

Finsbury Division Parish of St. Luke 
Person      Sign of House    where situate         if convicted    names of sureties      place of abode 
Licensed            when etc     
Scotts     George          Fosters Buildings             George Keene     Tabernacle 

    Joseph       Walk   
               Keene     Robin Hood Tabernacle Row             Joseph Scotts       Fosters 
    George   and Little John                                                                      Buildings 
       

At the general meeting in March 182890, Joseph Scotts is still recorded as licensed 
to run the George, Fosters Buildings, with William Irwin of Belton Street as his 
surety.  Here, though, the paper trail for Joseph Scotts runs dry for a number of 
years. 
 

                                                 
89 LMA, MV/LR/29, Registers of Victuallers’ Recognizances 
90 LMA, MV/LR/30,  Register of Victuallers’ Recognizances   
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 Unfortunately, the enumerator’s book for the 1841 census for Whitecross 
Street doesn’t seem to have survived, so there is no record of most of the family 
at that time.  On 5th May 1842, Harriet Scotts, Joseph’s wife, died of dropsy.  The 
certificate records: 
            

5.5.1842           5 Fosters Buildings              Harriet Scotts          female          
50 years          wife of Joseph Scotts a licensed victualler              dropsy       
Joseph Scotts widower present at the death at 4 Fosters Buildings     5.5.1842 

 

This death, or his own ill-health, perhaps, promoted a final move for Joseph, and 
his death took place at what I assume was his son Thomas’ home in Whitechapel.  
The certificate records: 
 
 9.7.1845          41, Rosemary Lane, Whitechapel     Joseph Scotts           male 

50 years          Licensed Victualler                                                               erysipelas 
Thomas X Scotts son present at the death at 41 Rosemary Lane           11.7.1845 

 

Erysipelas is an acute streptococcal infection, something which today would 
probably have been cleared by antibiotics. 
 
 For a long time, with no census data to help, it seemed unlikely that I 
would ever be able to find out where Joseph Scotts originated from.  However, I 
was intrigued by the discovery of an Isaac Scotts or Scutts of Pimlico, who was 
also a victualler by trade.  The surname was unusual enough to be worth 
investigation, and the parallel occupation seemed to be pointing to a link.  
Further investigation showed Isaac, of independent means, recorded on the 1841 
census91 in St. George Hanover Square, with a wife Mary and children 
(presumably) James, Sarah, William, Joseph, Mary and John.  Again, there 
seemed to be parallels:  Joseph repeatedly used the names John, Joseph and Isaac 
for his sons; Isaac named sons John and Joseph.  In addition, the last entry in the 
household was for a fifteen year old boy, Thomas Scotts, the same age as Isaac’s 
daughter Sarah, so unlikely to be Isaac’s own son; more likely a nephew.   
Searching further, several baptisms added to the weight of evidence.  Frances 
Mary, daughter of Mary Ann and Isaac Scotts, vintner, was born in 1822 and 
baptized at St. Margaret’s Westminster  The address was Marsham Street, which 
is where Joseph Scotts was living when his son John Joseph was baptised.  It 
looked as if these two men were brothers, and living close together at this point.  
(As an aside, I discovered that Mary Ann Cornish was Isaac’s second wife, the 
first, Frances Potts, had given birth to an earlier Frances Scotts in 1817.) 
 
 Fortunately, Isaac Scotts left a will when he died in 184792.  It begins: 
 

                                                 
91 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1841 Census, Pimlico, HO 107/732/16 
92 TNA, Prob 11/2077, Will of Isaac Scotts otherwise Scutts 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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I, Isaac Scotts or Scutts of 2, Gillingham St, Vauxhall Bridge Road, Pimlico in the  
parish of St. George Hanover Square in the co. of Mddx, retired publican…. 

 

As well as being a publican, Isaac had also dabbled in property and done very 
well for himself.  In addition to his own home, he left properties and rents in 
Brunswick Place Regent Street, Garden Street, Chapter Street, Douglas Gardens 
and others.  He also named his pub, the Old King’s Head, Marsham St. and 
Horse Ferry Road, Westminster.  These properties and rents are left variously to 
his wife and children: James, Frances Mary, Sarah Jane, William Holborough, 
Joseph Henry, Mary and John Carr Scotts.  However, he then went on to make a 
series of bequests to his siblings.  The list below is a summary: 
 
 To brother James Scotts – wearing apparel and £20 – he living at Sopworth. 

To brother William Scotts - £20 
To sister Elizabeth Cox at Segby, Staffs, £5 
To sister Rebecca Wells at Todmorden (Rodmorden) Glos, £5 
To sister Ann Peart at Bibiary, Glos, £5 
To sister Rachel Walker of Little St, St. James St. Bristol, £5 
To brother John Scotts life interest in houses. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sopworth 

 
Looking at this list, it appeared that most of his siblings were living in the 

West Country.  The likelihood was that marriage had taken Elizabeth to 
Staffordshire.  Brother John Scutts seemed to be the most likely to be local, as he 
had been given a life interest in his properties, and sure enough, he turned up in 
Westminster on the 1851 census93, as a blacksmith living with his wife Sarah and 
nephew Joseph, aged 15.  John gave his place of birth as Wiltshire, confirming 
Sopworth (brother James’ abode) as the most likely place of origin for this family, 

                                                 
93 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/  1851 Census, Westminster, HO 107/1479 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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and Joseph gave Middlesex St. Luke as his birth place, proving him to be the 
youngest child of Joseph and Harriot Scotts, and thus adding the final link in the 
chain. 

 
Before following the trail to Wiltshire, it is worth considering the fortunes 

of Rachel Ann Scotts’ surviving siblings.  Thomas John and Harriot Scotts 
married siblings.  Thomas John married Cordelia Elizabeth Yoxall on 29th 
December 1845 at St. Andrew Holborn, the church at which their parents seem to 
have married.   Harriet married Richard Yoxall at the same church two months 
later, on 17th February 1846, just over six months after her father’s death.  All four 
give Leather Lane in Holborn, about a mile away from Whitecross Street, as their 
abode.  The Yoxalls’ father was a butcher also named Richard, and Joseph Scotts 
is named as either a publican or licensed victualler.  Thomas has clearly followed 
his father’s occupation at this point, and was probably running The George.   He 
signed his marriage certificate, even though he had made his mark on his father’s 
death certificate a few months earlier.  It seems that the family was fairly casual 
over rather than proud of its levels of literacy.    The most interesting information 
is in the witnesses.   Thomas’ wedding was witnessed by Edwin James Pritchard 
and his sister Rachel Ann Scotts (who made her mark) but Harriot’s was 
witnessed by Samuel Major Hicks and Mary Thompson.  This immediately begs 
the question of whether Mary was a relation of Harriot senior, a sister or her 
mother maybe, who had stepped in to support the orphaned family.  
Subsequently, Richard and Harriet Yoxall raised a large family, settling in St. 
Luke’s before following the family trend and migrating to Camberwell.  Harriot 
died in 1908; her death was registered in Lewisham.   
 

Her brother Thomas was recorded on the 1851 census94 with Cordelia and 
their children at 126 Whitecross Street, but as a fishmonger, not a publican.   He 
remained in this occupation until at least the mid-1860s and it seems most likely 
that he and his brother-in-law, George Odell – living next door at 128 – ran the 
business together.  Five children were born of his marriage to Cordelia - Isaac 
John, Thomas Richard, Alfred Yoxall, Louisa Cordelia and Cordelia Elizabeth – 
before she died in 1853.  Thomas married again, this time in Barnet, to Ann Penn.  
A further three children followed: Ann Elizabeth, Harriet, Sidney Lewis Penn.  
The last of these was born in Camberwell, where the family settled after a brief 
spell back in Bermondsey (Thomas’ place of birth) shortly before the 1871 
census95, at which time Thomas worked once again as a publican at The Mariners 
Tavern in Peckham.   

 

                                                 
94 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/  1851 Census. St. Luke’s, HO 107/1522 
95 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/  1871 Census, Peckham,  RG10/733 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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Two years later, his second wife died, and by the time of the 1891 census96 
he had married again, to a woman named Elizabeth, and apparently produced 
three further children, Violet and Mabel, born in Brighton, and Grace, aged 4 
months.  It is possible that these girls belonged to Elizabeth, as the only marriage 
of a Thomas John Scotts recorded is to Elizabeth Brookes, at Newton Abbot in 
Devon, in the June quarter of 1891.  Alternatively, they may have jumped the 
gun, never formally married, or the details of the marriage have been missed.  By 
190197, the family had grown again; Thomas, now ‘living on his own means’ is 
living with Elizabeth and three further children, Laura (aged 14, so presumably 
elsewhere in 1891) , Basil  - 7 -and Wilfred – 5 – in Streatham. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wedding Announcement  - Sidney Scotts 

 
 
The fact that George Odell and Thomas John Scotts appear to have run a 

business together, and then both moved to Camberwell suggests close family 
ties, especially as Thomas John is listed in the 1891 Electoral Roll98 living only a 
few doors away from Nicol Brown at 500, Old Kent Road.  (Nicol’s son William 
had married George’s daughter Sarah Jessie four years earlier.)  The link is 

                                                 
96 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/  1891 Census, Peckham, RG12/468 
97 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/  1901 Census, Streatham, RG13/476 
98 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ London, England, Electoral Registers, 1835-1965 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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further supported by the fact that there is a carte de visite in the Odell photo 
album which is of The Times announcement of the wedding of Sidney Scotts:  

 
On 2nd inst., at St. Giles, Camberwell, SIDNEY L.P.SCOTTS, only son of  
T.J.Scotts esq. of OldKent-road to ELEANOR COWLEY, eldest daughter  
of William Cowley of Sylvan-grove, Old Kent-road. 

 

Interestingly, Sidney’s marriage certificate gives his father’s occupation as 
builder; whether he had a brief foray into a third career or whether this is an 
error is unclear. 
 

Thomas John Scotts died in 1902.  Probate for his estate was granted to 
Louisa Cordelia Cains, his widowed daughter, but not until two years later.  His 
third wife Elizabeth died in 1904, so presumably what was probably a 
complicated estate with children from three wives was not wound up until then. 

 
The trail now leads to Wiltshire, and three parishes – Sopworth, 

Luckington and Sherston - all of which belonged to the estate of the Duke of 
Beaufort.  From evidence in London, I had hoped to find a baptism for Joseph 
Scotts in Sopworth in around 1795.  Sure enough, the register showed: 

 
Joseph son of Thomas and Sarah Scutts was baptised 20th March 1796 

 

Joseph was the seventh of nine children.  The others were Rebecca baptised 22nd 
February 1784; William baptised 23rd January 1785; John baptised 24th 
September1786; Isaac baptised 19th April 1789; Ann baptised 8th April 1792; Mary 
baptised 7th July 1795; Rachael baptised 15th April 1798 and James baptised  11th 
January 1801.  In every case, the surname is spelled Scutts.  There is also a note 
against Ann’s baptism which reads ‘paupers’, which may go some way to 
explain why brothers Isaac and Joseph headed for London as young men.  
 
 Checking back through the general register, I thought I had found the 
marriage of this set of parents when I found: 
 

Thomas Scutts and Sarah Cox botp were married by Banns this  
fifteenth day of October 1775 by me Jno Perfect rector 
NB This marriage was solemnised between us  
Thomas Scutts 
The mark of Sarah Cox 
In the presence of us:  
John Hathaway  
Ann Comly her mark  

 

However, the burial of Sarah Scutts was recorded on 19th April 1780, and there 
seem to have been no children from this marriage.  Looking for more details, I 
found Thomas Scutts acting as witness to two other marriages in Sopworth; 
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firstly for Robert Jenkins and Mary Parsley on 20th April 1778 and then for 
Thomas Fyfield and Perina Roach on 21st April 1790.   
 
 Searching further afield, I found Thomas’ second marriage in the 
neighbouring parish of Sherston Magna on 24th April 1793: 
 

Banns of Marriage between Thomas Scutts of the Parish of Sopworth  
a Bachelor [sic] and Sarah Holborow a Spinster of this parish  
were duly published by me   

Tho: Turner Vicar 
The above Thomas Scutts and Sarah Holborow were married in this Church  
the 20th day of April 1783 by me 
     Tho: Turner 
 This marriage was solemnised between us  
In the Presence of     Thos Scutts 
William Holborow}        The mark of 
Edward Gaskell      }    Sarah X Holborow 
   

Edward Gaskell is a regular witness in the register, but William Holborow is 
presumably the bride’s father.  This surname added another iota of proof that 
this is indeed Joseph Scotts’ family, as it was given to Isaac’s son William 
Holborough.  (See Tree 12 – page 105.) 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Cross Sherston 

 

The marriage entry for Thomas Scutts in 1775 is the first reference to him 
in Sopworth.  It shows him to be literate – he signs the register in a clear hand – 
but gives no clue as to his origins.  He either arrived with fiancée in tow, or had 
been in the village long enough for a courtship.  Either way, he must have been 
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self-supporting, or the parish officers would have insisted on a settlement 
certificate from his parish of origin.  None survives, so we must assume that he 
was not seen as a potential drain on parish resources.  A descendant of his son 
James believes him to have been a schoolmaster.  However, Sopworth was a tiny 
parish; a note in the register in 1811 says: 

 
 The number of the inhabitants of this parish was taken by the  
 order of Government on the 27th May, which amounted to 165 
 

and I cannot imagine it having a school; certainly there were high levels of 
illiteracy in the village – both his wives, and his daughters Rachel and Ann made 
their marks in the register, and surviving official documents show so many 
variations of the spelling of Scutts that it seems unlikely that anyone in the family 
was checking.  The same source names James as the blacksmith of the family, - 
whereas census evidence shows John - and implies that the Scutts family was ‘of 
high rank’ in the county, so I think the family history has been somewhat 
embellished over the years. 
 
 The reality of life for Thomas was, unhappily, considerably harsher.  
Within less than five years of his second marriage, he makes his first appearance 
in the Poor Relief records99 for the parish, and indeed, looms large therein until 
his death.  It is interesting to note, in the light of the previous discussion, that the 
name is recorded somewhat arbitrarily, as Scutts, Scutt and even Scutt’s.  
Literacy levels evidently weren’t high even among the parish officials. 
 
 Disbursements of John Witchell overseer of the poor for the parish of Sopworth  

for the year 1786 ending Easter 1787 
Paid Thos Scutt in his illness   4/10 

 

In 1789 
 

Paid Thos Scutt’s in his wifes illness  8/6 
 

In 1790 
 

Paid Thos Scutt’s 17 weeks at a shilling a week  17/- 
Pd  Thos Scutt’s by a shirt   4/9 
Pd Sarah Scutts 55 weeks at 1/- a week   £2 15/- 
Pd ditto Rent     £1 10/- 
To sending for the doctor for Sarah Scutts  …. 

 

In 1793 
 
Gave Thos Scuttses children in Garments 16/4 
Gave Thos Scutts when ill   8/7 

                                                 
99 W&SHC, PR/Sopworth, St Mary/1228/29  1784-1836 Disbursement book 
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It’s not clear whether the doctor’s fee was 6/4 or 0/4, but either way these first 
entries suggest illness as a reason for needing help.  However, once in poverty, 
Thomas obviously found it hard to escape.  The following two years saw entries 
as follows: 
 

Pd Thos Scutts house rent one year up to Lady Day £1 10/- 
Pd Thos Scutts house rent    £1 10/- 

 

and: 
 
Pd Thos Scutts 37 weeks at 2/- and 13 weeks at 3/-  £5 13/- 
Pd Thos Scutts house rent     £1 10/- 
 

By this time, the family’s status in the parish was recognized, and Ann’s baptism 
in 1792 carries the note ‘paupers’ against her parents’ names.  However, it is 
interesting to note that the couple’s fertility was clearly not affected.  They 
already had at least five children who would survive to adulthood, indeed 
largely into old age, and, if Elizabeth had not yet been born, would go on to have 
five more, all but one of whom would repeat the survival pattern.  Something 
clearly wasn’t right with Sarah’s next pregnancy, though, and the Disbursement 
book records: 
 
 Pd ditto [i.e. Thomas] Extras and wife lying in 19/5 ½ 

Pd for burying Scutts child   4/4 
 

All the above entries are disbursements.  The next page is headed ‘Brought 
forward’ and includes the entry, presumably for 1795: 
  
 Pd Mary Hobbs for delivering Sarah Scutts 4/-.   
 

The child in question was Mary, whose baptism and burial are both recorded in 
the register. 
 
 From 1796, when Joseph was born, until about 1811, the entries in the 
Disbursement book follow a similar pattern: payments of mainly between 2 and 
3/- a week – sometimes more; money for rent; money for clothing and other 
‘extras’.  Then in 1812, Thomas was evidently ill again, and received an extra 5/- 
as a result.  In 1815 and 1817, Thomas received extra money as a result of illness, 
and also coal.  Sarah is also listed as a recipient in 1820 – 9 weeks at 2/6, and Ann 
Scutts gets 9 weeks at 1/6.  By this time, Thomas and Sarah’s cottage was clearly 
in a bad state of repair, as further entries in 1820 remark: 
 

For straw £5 thatchers bill £1  9 /4 for Scutts house £6  9/4 
Timber and carpenter’s work    4/6 
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Thomas and Sarah continued to receive parish charity for the rest of their lives, 
with both their daughter Ann and daughter-in-law Joyce being paid to look after 
them as they became increasingly frail.  They must have been quite a drain on the 
parish, which only ever had about five or six people paying the poor rate at any 
one time. 
 
 As if this wasn’t sad enough, there are two further documents to do with 
poor relief for Sopworth which feature the Scutts family quite heavily.   A  Rough 
Memorandum Book of Payments to the Poor100 devotes whole pages to each pauper.  
Bringing payments together in this way highlights the circumstances.  For 
example, in 1807-8, all eighteen entries are to do with sickness; on another page, 
four of the thirteen entries are to do with Sarah’s ill-health.  One later payment 
provided Sarah with a serge petticoat.  The Vestry Minutes relating to Poor Relief, 
1803-36101 also feature the Scutts heavily.  Entries from 1803 and 4 give a flavour: 
 

Memdm of Linnen Allowed to the Poor of Sopworth Easter 1803 
Thos Scutts  1 garment & 1 for his wife 
Easter 1804 
Thos Scut 1 garment for wife & 1 for boy 
Memdm of Linnen allowed to the poor of Sopworth Easter 1805  
Thos Scutt 3 garments   1 for his wife & 2 boys 
Memdm of Linnen allowed to the poor of Sopworth Easter 1806 
Thos Scutts     1 shirt 
 

The same year carries the following entry: 
 
A list of persons to have Potatoe Ground allowed and on what person’s land 
Wm Pert  } 
Thos Wicks  } 
James Clarke  } 
Thos Scutt  }  Mr Wm Witchele’s Farm 
Wm Curnock  } 
Jno Hicks  } 
Rebecca Drew      }   

 

The Minutes also show pay rates.   At Easter 1808: 
 
 Weekly Pay Redus [reduced]  

Thos Scutts   2 for wk 
 

Poor Thomas goes cap in hand every Easter for clothing, which is sometimes 
allowed in full, sometimes only in part.  Monetary payments were also uncertain: 
 

Applicants for weekly pay on 25 March 1816 
Thos Scutt to be alowd 1 shilling a week instead of 1/6 

                                                 
100 W&SHC, PR/Sopworth, St Mary/1228/31 1807-1813 
101 W&SHC, PR/Sopworth, St Mary/1228/30  Vestry minutes relating to poor relief, 1803-36   
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and in 1819 the impenetrable: 
 
 T Scutts Off 1s for week 
 

In 1830 the minutes record: 
 
 Allowed Thos Scutt and Sarah a garment each and Joyce Scutt one shilling  

for looking after them. 
 

The end was near for both of them.  Sarah died in 1831; the register gives the 
following details: 
 

Sarah Scutts  Sopworth  Jany 19 1831  Age 76  Robert Dyer Curate 
 

Thomas is noted in the minutes twice more, in 1832: 
 
 James Scutt and his father wants a shirt each  Thos 

Thos Scutt    2/6 
At a vestry held the 4th day of November  
Thomas Scutt allowd   2/- in Illness 

 

The source which stated Thomas to be a schoolmaster also gives a date of death 
of 4th January 1833.  This is feasible, if not verifiable, as the register merely 
records the burial: 
 
 Thomas Scutts    Sopworth  Jany 17 1833  Age 80       Robert Dyer Curate 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mary Sopworth 
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Tree 12 - Family of Thomas and Sarah Scotts

Thomas

Scutts

Born: Abt.

1751

Died: 1833

in Sopworth,

Wilts

Burial: 17

January 1833

Sopworth,

Wilts

Sarah

Holborough

Born: 1755

in Luckington,

Wilts

Baptism: 18

July 1755

Luckington,

Wilts

Married: 20

April 1783

in Sherston

Magna,

Wiltshire

Died: 1831

in Sopworth,

Wilts

Burial: 19

January 1831

Sopworth,

Wilts

Rebecca

Scutts

Born: 1784

in Sopworth,

Wilts

Baptism: 22

February 1784

Sopworth,

Wilts

William

Scutts

Born: 1785

in Sopworth,

Wilts

Baptism: 23

January 1785

Sopworth,

Wilts

John

Scutts

Born: 1786

in Sopworth,

Wilts

Baptism: 24

September

1786

Sopworth,

Wilts

Elizabeth

Scutts

Born: Abt.

1788

Isaac

Scotts/Scutts

Born: 1789

in Sopworth,

Wilts

Baptism: 19

April 1789

Sopworth,

Wilts

Died: 18

March 1848

in Pimlico,

Middlesex

Ann

Scutts

Born: 1792

Baptism: 8

April 1792

Sopworth,

Wilts

Mary

Scutts

Born: 1795

in Sopworth,

Wilts

Baptism: 7

February 1795

Sopworth,

Wilts

Died: 1795

in Sopworth,

Wilts

Burial: 10

February

Sopworth,

Wilts

Joseph

Scotts

Born: 1796

in Sopworth,

Wilts

Baptism: 29

March 1796

Sopworth,

Wilts

Died: 9 July

1845

in 41,

Rosemary

Lane,

Whitechapel

Burial: 13 July

1845

St. Luke, Old

St.

Harriot

Thompson

Married: 16

May 1818

in St. Andrew,

Holborn

Died: 5 May

1842

in 5, Fosters

Buildings,

Whitecross St,

St. Luke's

Burial: 17 May

1842

St. Luke, Old

St.

Rachel

Scutts

Born: 1798

in Sopworth,

Wilts

Baptism: 15

April 1798

Sopworth,

Wilts

James

Scutts

Born: 1801

in Sopworth,

Wilts

Baptism: 11

January 1801

Sopworth,

Wilts
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The whole of the above account begs the question of what led Thomas 
Scutts into such an impoverished life.  He was sufficiently literate to write his 
name, and of his offspring, one made a living as a blacksmith, and two as 
publicans.  Isaac, indeed, clearly did well for himself, if the amount of property 
and rents outlined in his will is anything to go by.  It is of course entirely possible 
that Thomas was a skiver who would prefer to live on the parish rather than do 
an honest day’s work.  He obviously had bouts of illness which made him unfit 
to work, but, as I have said, he wasn’t too ill to father ten children, and if the 
burial register is to be believed, he lived to be a ripe old age.  Even if his age was  
exaggerated, the least he could have been (assuming he was at least 15 at the 
time of his first marriage) was 72 – still a good age for the time. 
 

One clue lies in the Vestry Minutes.  There is a page stuck in to the book 
entitled: 

 
 A scale of weekly allowance to the poor regulated by the price of the galleon loaf. 
   

Below the heading is a list of the allowances dependant on bread prices.  This 
showed the Speenhamland System was in use.  This was an innovation 
introduced with good intentions in 1795 as an attempt to alleviate poverty 
brought about by high grain prices during the Napoleonic Wars.  Poor relief was 
to be means-tested and on a sliding scale according to the price of bread, and 
labourers’ wages were topped up (as we see from the entries above) accordingly.  
It allowed landowners to keep wages low, knowing they would be topped up by 
the poor rate.   This was followed by Gilbert’s Act in 1796 which insisted on 
‘outdoor relief’ for those fit enough to work.   Ultimately: 
 
 The net result of the resolution of 1795 and the act of 1796 was that by 1834  

the Speenhamland System was at work pauperising the labourers and  
corrupting their employers in every county in England except Northumberland 
and Duham102 

 

and: 
 
 the new dependence was seized upon as a form of social control which assumed  

an unprecedented significance103 
 

Certainly one inference from reading about Poor Relief at the time is that 
labourers were almost better off as paupers.  Thomas was obviously ill in the 
years leading up to the introduction of Speenhamland; maybe by the time he had 
got back on his feet it was too late. 
 

                                                 
102 The Parish Chest W.E.Tate; 1983; Philimore and Co; Chichester; CUP 
103 The Development of the English Rural Proletariat and Social Protest (Journ. Peasant Studies, 6), 
R.A.E.Wells, 1979 
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 There is no baptism for Thomas Scutts at Sopworth, and his origins 
remain a mystery.  I have checked all the registers in the north-western corner of 
Wiltshire where Sopworth lies, with no success.  Further afield, at Purton (just 
under 20 miles away), a Thomas Scutts son of Richard was baptized on 10th July 
1757.  Apart from the fact that there is no subsequent reference to this child in the 
register, which implies he didn’t die or marry in the parish, there is nothing to 
connect him with the Sopworth Thomas.  The age would be approximately right, 
though, as this would have made Thomas 76 rather than 80 at the time of his 
death.  In my experience, ages do tend to stretch rather at the end of life, and 80 
could have been a round number supplied by James or even the vicar.  If this is 
right, then his parents married just a few weeks before his birth; Richard Scutts 
and Mary Baker were married at Purton by banns on 24th April 1757. 
 
 The Purton register doesn’t give a lot of help.  It is a further ten years 
before another child is recorded for this couple, and then it appears in the 
register as Elizabeth daughter of William and Elizabeth – baptized 19th April1767 
– with the parents’ names underlined and Richd and Mary written above.   This 
child seems to have been buried, aged 17, daughter of Richard and Mary, in 1784.  
Another child, Joannah, baptized 28th May 1769, has the same confusing 
parentage recorded, and to compound the problem, John son of William and 
Elizabeth Scutts is baptized on 29th July 1781, and Edward son of William and 
Elizabeth Scutts on 11th January 1778.   The only other Scutts baptism is an 
illegitimate daughter to Mary Scutts in April 1768.  Three children in 25 months 
seems unlikely, even if Mary had the energy for a fling so soon after giving birth 
to Elizabeth, and Richard’s sister Mary was already married, so this Mary is a bit 
of a mystery unless this was not an infant baptism. 
 
 If we accept the link between Sopworth and Purton – and it’s a big if, 
especially as there is no Richard in Thomas’ extensive family (maybe he left 
because he didn’t get on with his father!), then Richard was probably the son of 
Richard Scutts and Mary Ball, who married at Purton on 29th March 1733; 
however, no baptism has come to light for this link, either.  These two at least 
had the decency to be buried at Purton, Richard Scutts on 16th September 1677, 
aged 77 and Sarah Scutts widow on 27th July 1779, aged 76.  Maybe their 
longevity is a clue; maybe the Wiltshire air was healthy. 
 

Another candidate is Thomas Scutts, baptized 27th March 1751, son of 
James Scutts and Henrietta at Fairford in Gloucestershire.  This is about 27 miles 
from Sopworth, and only 11 from Purton.  Again, the age would be feasible; 
Thomas would have been 82 at time of death, but there is nothing apart from the 
fact that he names one of his own sons James to link the two. 
 



 108 

More likely links, in my view, could be made to three other Scutts families 
in the area, who, like Thomas, appear out of nowhere.  An Isaac, a William and a 
John Scutts all raise families within a stone’s throw of Sopworth in the late 1700s 
and my gut instinct is that they, and Thomas, were brothers, especially as they all 
seem to use the same name pool for their children.  However, despite intensive 
searching, I can find nothing to back my thesis, so only record what I have found. 

 
Isaac Scutts married Mary Hardin in 1771.  At least, banns for this 

marriage exist, dated 8th, 15th and 24th December 1771, called at Brinkworth, 
about 13 miles from Sopworth.  The marriage didn’t take place there but a note in 
the register says it took place at Cowage.  This is not a parish per se.  There are 
two Cowages in Wiltshire, one at Hilmarton near Calne, where there is no record 
of the marriage; the other is at Bremilham, which is now part of the more likely 
Foxley, only four miles away.  Unfortunately, the requisite register doesn’t 
survive, so we have to take the marriage on trust.  This couple had five children, 
the first four being baptised at Foxley: Sarah in 1772, Elizabeth in 1774, Jane in 
1776 and Joseph in 1778.  Another possible daughter, - Mary - appears on the 
1861 census giving her place of birth as Brinkworth.  Joseph, when he had 
children of his own, perpetuated the names John and Isaac. 

 
William Scutts married Hannah Brumming in 1772 at Westonbirt104, just 

on the Gloucestershire side of the county boundary and even closer to Sopworth.  
They raised three children, Ann (1773), Rebecca (1775) and Thomas (1777), all 
baptised at Malmesbury.  The third ‘brother’, John, married at Garsdon, nearly 
fourteen miles from Sopworth, but only four from Malmesbury.  His name is 
spelled Skutts in the register when he marries Elizabeth Walter on 11th October 
1767 at Garsdon.   Both are listed as ‘of this parish’ and he is a labourer who 
makes his mark.  Their children, all baptised at Garsdon, were William – 1768, 
Thomas – 1770, John – 1773, Joseph – 1775, Elizabeth – 1778, Sarah – 1778, James - 
1781 and another Joseph in 1783.  Although the names are not all unusual, the 
similarity in choices between these three and Thomas are striking. 

 
If these four are related, John would probably be the eldest, and would 

realistically have had to have been born by about 1748 at the latest.   In fact, the 
record of John’s burial, in 1831, gives his age as 86, which gives a year of birth of 
1745. This would allow Isaac and William to be born around 1750 and Thomas 
about 1753.   However, it is of course, all speculation. 
 
 Of Thomas of Sopworth and Sarah Scutts née Holborough’s children, the 
eldest – Rebecca - married James Wells in Tetbury in 1805; she was still alive, 
aged 76, and living as a former laundress in Rodmarton in Gloucestershire when 

                                                 
104 SoG Boyd’s Marriage Index, GLoucestershire 
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Tree 13 - Family of William and Joan Holborough

William

Holborough

Joan

Chapple

M arried: 20 M ay

1755

in Luckington,

Wiltshire

Sarah

Holborough

Born: 1755

in Luckington, Wilts

Baptism: 18 July  1755

Luckington, Wilts

Died: 1831

in Sopworth, Wilts

Burial: 19 January

1831

Sopworth, Wilts

Thomas

Scutts

Born: Abt. 1751

M arried: 20 April

1783

in Sherston M agna,

Wiltshire

Died: 1833

in Sopworth, Wilts

Burial: 17 January

1833

Sopworth, Wilts

M artha

Holborough

Born: 1757

in Sherston, Wilts

Baptism: 29 July  1757

Luckington, Wilts

William

Holborough

Born: 1758

in Sherston, Wilts

Baptism: 21 October

1758

Luckington, Wilts

the 1861 census105 was taken.  She had at least two children, James and Elizabeth, 
but seems to have been widowed for some time. 
 

William and his wife Hannah were living in Keynes Somerford in 1841106 – 
then enumerated as Wiltshire, now Gloucestershire – but they settled eventually 
in Bibury, in Gloucestershire; they appear on the 1851 census107 (he as an 
agricultural labourer), along with his widowed sister Ann Peart, and his burial is 
recorded there in 1858.    
 

John married local girl Ann Matthews in Sopworth in 1814, but she died 
only three years later - her burial is recorded at Sopworth.   He married a second 
time, probably in Gloucestershire, as he turns up on the 1841 census108 in the 
Hamlet of Hanham in the parish of Bitton, Gloucestershire, working as a 
blacksmith and with a wife named Sarah.   Some time in the ensuing decade, he 
followed his younger brothers to London, where he appears in the 1851 census109 
in Westminster, still with wife Sarah and still working as a blacksmith; his 
nephew Joseph, son of brother Joseph, completes the household.   Possibly his 
bequest from Isaac instigated the move, but he may have already been there.    
 

                                                 
105 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1861 Census, Rodmarton, RG9/1783 
106 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1841 Census, Keynes Somerford, HO107/1178/25 
107 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1851 Census, Bibury, HO107/ 1969 
108 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1841 Census, Bitton, HO107/361 
109 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/  1851 Census, Westminster, HO 107/1479 
 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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Elizabeth married an unknown Cox and lived in Sedgley in Staffordshire.  
One daughter, Ann, was a recipient in Isaac Scutts’ will.  Elizabeth appears alone 
on the 1841 census110 as a pikelet maker, aged 57, not born in county; by 1851 she 
is living with her married daughter Sarah Wilker, aged 64, and giving Chipping 
Sodbury as her place of birth.  This ancient market town is about 8 miles from 
Sopworth, and from a Staffordshire perspective might be the nearest ‘big town’ 
even though Malmesbury is geographically slightly closer. 
 

Isaac’s history has already been outlined; Ann married Thomas Peart at 
Sopworth in 1820 and appears on the 1861 census111 at Bibury with sister-in-law 
Hannah Scutts – William’s widow; her death is recorded in 1863.  Rachel married 
Thomas Walker in 1821 in Bristol.  She was still alive, residing in St. Catherine 
Street Bristol as a former laundress with her son Thomas Walker, a butcher, 
when the 1871 census112 was taken. 

 
 James, the youngest child, married Joyce Skirton in Hawksbury, 

Gloucestershire in 1820.  He is the only member of the family to have stayed in 
Sopworth.  Maybe, as the youngest, he was the only one left to look after 
increasingly infirm parents.  Like his parents, he seems to have lived in poverty 
and sickness.  He makes a first appearance in the Poor Relief records113 in 1815: 

 
Pd Thos Scutt and James and his illness   16/6 

 

(although he was probably one of the ‘boys’ in receipt of a shirt114 in 1804) and 
again in the Disbursement book in 1820: 
 
 James Scutt in illness     13/- 
 

His wife Joyce appears in the same document in 1829 
 
 Joyce Scutt 52 weeks for washing for them at 9d a week  £1 19/- 
 

The ‘them’ referred to are Thomas and Sarah Scutts.  In the previous year, the 
vestry minutes115 record the following: 
 

James Scutts wants a shirt Allowed his wife and ...[illegible] to wash for  
Thos Scutt & wife  

 

                                                 
110 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/1841 Census, Sedgley, HO107/981/1 
111 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1851 Census, Bibury, HO107/ 1969 
112 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1871 Census, Bristol, RG10/2559 
113 W&SHC, PR/Sopworth, St Mary/1228/29  1784-1836 Disbursement book 
114 W&SHC, PR/Sopworth, St Mary/1228//30  Vestry minutes relating to poor relief, 1803-36 
115 W&SHC, PR/Sopworth, St Mary/1228/30  Vestry minutes relating to poor relief, 1803-36 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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I think this means that James got his allowance on the proviso that his wife care 
for Thomas and Sarah.  Joyce received 9d a week in this period.  In 1830 the same 
document has: 

 
A Garment for Thomas Scutt, Sarah and James, and more per week for  
washing to Joyce Scutt. 
Allowed Thos Scutt and Sarah a garment each and Joyce Scutt one shilling  
for looking after them. 

 

James was also granted 1/- a week to make up wages.  In 1831 both Thomas and 
James applied for a shirt; only James’ request was allowed, but in the same year, 
Joyce was ill and received 1/- from the parish, so this may be why he was looked 
on more favourably at this time.  In January 1833, Joyce was pregnant, and James 
was allowed: 
 
 5/- to pay midwife 
 

In May of the same year, James received another 5/- because of his own illness.   
 
 James appears on the 1851 census116 at Sopworth as an agricultural 
labourer, with wife Joyce and children Rebecca, Elizabeth, Thomas and Ann.  He 
is recorded in 1861117 as widowed, and a labourer.  Joyce had died in 1851, but 
despite long term poverty and bouts of illness in his youth, James lived on until 
July 1867; his age in the burial register at Sopworth is given as 67.   

  
Having followed the lives of Thomas and Sarah and their children, it is 

striking that they, and all their children who lived entirely or mainly in rural 
Wiltshire and Gloucestershire (with the exception of baby Mary and James) lived 
to be at least 70, while Isaac died aged 58 and Joseph was only 49.  While hardly 
a statistical survey, it does seem to be an indictment of the living conditions in 
the capital. 

 
Further information about this part of the Scutts family can be found on a 

website devoted to a one-name study of Scutts, Scudds, Skutt and Scutt families 
at http://scutt.familytrees.nl/  

 
 Sarah Holborow, Thomas Scutts’ second wife, was baptised at Luckington, 
the parish directly south of Sopworth (See Tree 13 - page 109): 

 
Sarah daughter of Wm and Joan Holborow baptised 18th July 1755 

 

                                                 
116 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1851 Census, Sopworth, HO107/1895 
117 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ 1861 Census, Sopworth, RG9/1279 

http://scutt.familytrees.nl/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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St. Mary with St. Ethelbert Luckington 

 
The Joan in question was Joan Chapple, who married William Holborow at 
Luckington on 25th May 1755, when she must have been heavily pregnant.  There 
were two further children born to this couple: Martha – who married James Box 
in 1783 - baptized on 29th July 1757 at Luckington, and William – baptized 21st 
October 1758, also at Luckington, though from a note in the register it would 
seem that the parents were living at Sherston Magna at the time of their younger 
children’s births.  William may have married Ann Guest, as a settlement at 
Sherston118 notes: 
 
 Holbrow William, aged 30, wife Ann nee Guest Born Todmarton Glos,  

worked Luckington 

 
The Holborough clan was obviously well represented in the area, but no baptism 
of William has yet come to light.  
 
 I have called this account Jessie Brown’s Lot.   This is perhaps a misnomer, 
as it covers only half of my mother’s ancestry, focusing on her father’s family.   
His roots, in a rapidly-growing Victorian London to begin with, and mainly 
working class, have provided more of a challenge than researching  ancestors 
who left helpfully detailed wills and lived in small, tightly-connected, rural 
communities.  This was a different world, but just as fascinating to try and piece 
together. 
 

                                                 
118 SoG, Wiltshire Local History Material WL/L35 
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Appendix 
 
An update on the Lawrence family – Cowdenbeath, Cupar; Luton, Flamstead 
 
 I spent many fruitless hours searching for the death record of Mary 
Brown, née Lawrence.  I had discovered her as a 48 year old Painter’s Widow at 
197, High Street Scoonie in 1851119, with five of her children and five Beveridge 
grandchildren, but as she didn’t appear as Mary Brown in 1861, I assumed she 
had died in the intervening years.  Trawling through Ancestry trees one day, I 
was startled to find ‘my’ Mary Lawrence married to a Henry Pearson.  Further 
investigation showed that he had also been married before, but his wife had died 
in 1851.  Henry and Mary were living next door to each other in Leven, and 
maybe had each supported the other in their widowhood. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

54 High Street Leven 
 
The marriage certificate turned up a few more surprises: 
 

On the 29th day of December 1856 at Manse of Kennoway Marriage  
(after banns) was solemnised between us according to the forms of  
the Established Church of Scotland.  
Signed: Henry Pearson; 56; High St. Leven; Agricultural Labourer;  
Widower; David Pearson, Mill Weaver Decd; Elspit Martin Decd; 
Signed: Mary Daylell Maxwell Laurence; 54; High St Leven; House  
Painter (Mistress) Widow;   
No relationship; Matthew Lawrence, Betsy Lawrence, maiden name  
Barclay; 
Signed: David Bell, Minr, Thomas Mackis, Isabella Mackis, witnesses. 

                                                 
119 http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ 456/00 001/00 039,  1851 census, Scoonie 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/


 114 

Reg at Kennoway 31.12.1856 
 

This was clearly the right Mary Lawrence – father’s name Matthew, mother’s 
Betsy or Elizabeth Barclay; Mary had listed herself as a painter’s widow, and son 
Nichol as a house painter on the census return, so House Painter (Mistress) was 
also right, but where did the names Daylell and Maxwell come from?  There is no 
record of these names connected with either her or others in her family.  Were 
these the names of others she had had relationships with?  Or was she trying to 
increase her status in some way?  Or was it just a mistake in the register? The 
name Maxwell appears on her death certificate as well, but without explanation. 
 
 She and her new husband Henry moved to Cowdenbeath, where they 
were recorded in 1861120 aged 62 and 59 respectively.  Ten years later121, their 
address was given as Bridgend, which suggests they were living near where 
Cowdenbeath Golf Course (founded in the 1880s) now is.  She died in 1876, and 
her Scots certificate is full of detail: 
 

Mary Maxwell Pearson married to Henry Pearson Labourer; 1876  
September 20th 5 h a.m.; Cowdenbeath, parish of Beath; F; 69;  
Matthew Lawrence Groom (dec) Elizabeth Lawrence M.S. Barclay (dec);  
Disease of the heart 3 yrs, Dropsy 2 yrs, as cert by Robert Mungall MD;  
Alex Dawson Neighbour; 1876 Sept 22nd at Oakfield, George Ferris Asst 
Registrar. 

 

Widowed a second time, Henry lived on until 1882, dying aged 85. 
 
 Given that all there was to go on to trace Matthew Lawrence’s ancestry 
was a reference to the Rutlandshire Cavalry, England given as his place of birth 
on the census returns and an approximate year of birth as variously 1772, 1775 
and 1778, it seemed unlikely that his antecedents would ever come to light.  
Lawrence is not an uncommon name, and as nothing likely turned up in Rutland 
or nearby counties, I accepted that this was a brick wall which wouldn’t come 
down. 
 
 Then, out of the blue, I was contacted by a researcher I had been in touch 
with regarding Mary’s daughter Jessie Beveridge.  He in turn had been 
approached by a researcher descended from Thomas Lawrence, one of Mary’s 
brothers.  Thomas’ son, the researcher’s grandfather, had been called Freeman 
Lawrence, and the name was sufficiently unusual to surmise a link with a 

                                                 
120 http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ 410/00 004/00 036, 1861 census, Cowdenbeath 
121 http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ 410/00 004/00 021, 1871 census, Cowdenbeath 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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Tree 14 - Family of Matthew Lawrence and Elizabeth Barclay

Matthew
Lawrence
Baptism:
17 March

1776
Luton,
Beds

Died: 31
August
1862

in Cupar,
Fife

Elizabeth
Barclay
Baptism:

13 October
1782

Cupar, Fife
Married: 20
April 1800
in Cupar,

Fife
Died: 7
October

1860
in Cupar,

Fife

Alexander
Brown
Died:

in Leven?

Mary
Lawrence
Born: 31
January

1801
in Cupar,

Fife
Baptism: 4

January
1823

Cupar, Fife
Died: 8

September
1876

in
Cowdenbea

th, Fife

Henry
Pearson

Married: 29
December

1856
in

Kennoway,
Fife

Margaret
Lawrence
Born: 10
March
1803

in Cupar,
Fife

Baptism: 4
January

1823
Cupar, Fife

David
Young

Married: 26
February

1826
in Cupar,

Fife

John
Lawrence
Born: 1806
in Cupar,

Fife

Sarah
Lawrence

Born: 2
April 1808
in Cupar,

Fife
Baptism: 4

January
1823

Cupar, Fife

Thomas
Forret

Married: 5
March
1842

in Cupar,
Fife

Matthew
Lawrence
Born: 11

December
1809

in Cupar,
Fife

Baptism: 4
January

1823
Cupar, Fife

Thomas
Lawrence
Born: 28
January

1812
in Cupar,

Fife
Baptism: 4

January
1823

Cupar, Fife

Isabella
Matthew

Married: 5
January

1834
in

Abbotshall,
Fife

Elizabeth
Lawrence
Born: 28

May 1815
in Cupar,

Fife
Baptism: 4

January
1823

Cupar, Fife

William
Lawrence
Born: 23
March
1817

in Cupar,
Fife

Baptism: 4
January

1823
Cupar, Fife

Dinah
Fensom

Married: 6
August
1836

in Luton,
Beds

Jane
Lawrence
Born: 16
February

1819
in Cupar,

Fife
Baptism: 4

January
1823

Cupar, Fife

William F.
Burtt

Married: 13
April 1852
in Cupar,

Fife

Agnes
Lawrence

Born: 5
February

1821
Baptism: 4

January
1823

David
Dick

Married: 14
August
1843

in Cupar,
Fife

Fanny
Lawrence
Born: Abt.

1823
in Cupar,

Fife
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Lawrence family in Luton, in Bedfordshire, which had named successive 
generations of sons Freeman.   
 

Initially, this seemed like a long shot, but while checking to see if any 
other of Matthew’s children had used Freemen in naming their offspring, (See 

tree 14 - p. 115) I discovered that William Lawrence, Matthew’s son, had married 
his wife, Dinah Fenson, in Luton on 6th August 1836 and was recorded there on 
the 1841 census122 with his wife and children Lucy and Martha.  He was a tinman 
– born in Scotland, and she a bonnet maker.  Incidentally, this was the occupation 
given 10 years later by Dinah’s sister-in-law Sarah Forret in Cupar.  Bedfordshire 
was renowned for straw-plaiting for hats, which was an important source of 
income for women from poorer families.  There seems to be no reference to this 
as a common occupation in Cupar in The Statistical Accounts of Scotland123 for the 
town, so it begs the question whether Dinah brought the skill with her and 
taught other members of the family when she and William eventually settled in 
Cupar, where several more children were born, each with their mother’s name 
Fensom recorded in the register.  James, Amy, Betsy, Wilhelmina, Charles and 
Mary Ann Lawrence had all made their appearance by 1861. 

 
Of Mary’s other siblings, Margaret probably married David Young at 

Cupar in 1826 and raised a family; Sarah married Thomas Forret there in 1842 – it 
was her daughter Cecelia who was living with her grandfather on census night 
in 1851.  Thomas, whose descendant opened up this line of research, married 
Isabella Matthew at Abbotshall in 1834.  At some point, this couple and their 
three children – Freeman, Elizabeth and Ann – moved to Australia.  Jane married 
Walter Foreman Burtt in 1852, either at Cupar or Ferry Port on Craig, where he 
was minister.  This couple also went to Australia, with a son Thomas. Agnes 
seems to have married David Dick in Cupar in 1843 and had a son. 

 
Mary Lawrence’s death certificate gave her father’s occupation as groom - 

rather than weaver, which is what the census returns say.  Given the fairly 
humble origins which have been discovered for Matthew Lawrence in 
Bedfordshire, I suspect it was in the role of groom that he served in the 
Rutlandshire Cavalry.  The hasps outlined above make a convincing case for 
Matthew Lawrence baptized on 17th March 1776 at Luton as: 

 
son of Freeman Lawrence and Sarah his wife 

 

being the man who spent most of his adult life in Cupar.  Earlier generations 
stayed in or close to Luton, making the search easier, but frustrating in that there 
are no surviving churchwardens’ or overseers’ accounts that might shed further 

                                                 
122 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ HO 107/4/19, 1841 census, Luton 
123 http://stat-acc-scot.edina.ac.uk/sas/sas.asp?action=public  

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://stat-acc-scot.edina.ac.uk/sas/sas.asp?action=public
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light on them, and they left virtually no other paper trail that I have found 
outside the registers. 
 
 Luton began life as an agricultural market town but was later well-known 
for two major industries.  One was brick-making, which began in the 16th century 
as brick-built houses became the preferred option.  However, by the 18th century, 
straw-hat making, which had also begun two centuries earlier, was the dominant 
industry in the area.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mary Luton 
 
Lawrence, appearing in the records also as Laurence, Larrance and other 

approximations, was a common name in the Bedfordshire area.  So although 
Freeman2 Lawrence married Sarah Lawrence in 1772 at St. Mary Luton: 
 
 by banns this tenth day of August  
 

there is nothing to suggest that they were related.  Both made their mark and the 
witnesses, Thomas Glenister and James Jackson (who signed several entries) do 
not seem to have been family connections.  Matthew was the couple’s second 
child: Sarah came first – baptized 14th July 1773; Elizabeth followed Matthew on 
3rd August 1777; Fanny was baptized on 4th November 1781, Thomas on 6th June 
1784 (although erroneously recorded as the son of Lawrence and Sarah Freeman!  
At least the 3d duty was paid!) and Freeman1 – born on 6th June – was baptized 
on 24th September 1786.  Their father was buried on 1st March 1829, when he 
would have been about 79 years old.  Sarah, his wife, seems to have survived 
until 1837, when she was buried on March 22nd.  There are a number of possible 
burials for this woman, but her recorded burial age of 85 is closest to the 82 that 
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would have been calculated from her baptism, and elderly people’s ages were 
often inflated slightly. 
 

I suspect this family struggled to make ends meet.  Thomas (born 1784) 
appeared on the 1841124 census working in some kind of occupation involving 
straw hats, and in the 1851125 census as a greengrocer, but by 1861126, aged 76, he 
was recorded as a pauper, clearly not having managed to save enough for his old 
age.  With him were his wife Mary and a lodger, both sewing bonnets.  Freeman1, 
born 1784, managed to get himself into trouble.  In 1807, he married Ann 
Cheshire, and with nine mouths to feed – assuming all the children baptized 
survived – money was no doubt tight.  Whether this was the reason or pure 
venality, on 14th March 1829, the 46 year old Freeman1 – prisoner number 516 - 
was convicted and sentenced to seven years for stealing from a warehouse127.  He 
seems first to have been sent to the Prison Hulk Justitia at Woolwich, but 
correspondence two years later in April 1831 suggests he should be removed to 
the Discovery at Deptford.  By 1833 he was on the Ganymede Hulk on the Thames, 
and still under sentence of transportation.  However, he had clearly behaved 
himself while in prison, so his name appeared on a list of men to whom the 
crown was: 
 
 graciously pleased to extend our grace and mercy…and to grant them  

our free pardon for their said crime [and they are] to be discharged out of 
custody. 

 
The document is dated 8th November 1833 and ends: 
 
 By HM Command 
   Melbourne 
 

In other words, the Prime Minister was acting on behalf of King William IV.  The 
grounds given for clemency were that: 
 

 having served more than one half of their sentences with orderly  
and good conduct they have been selected as the best behaved men  
on the hulk deserving of the Royal Mercy.  

 

By 1851128 he was back living with his wife and working as an agricultural 
labourer; 10 years later he was similarly employed129. 

                                                 
124 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ Ho 107/4/26, 1841 census, Luton 
125 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ HO 107 1757, 1851 census, Luton 
126 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ RG9/1013, 1861 census, Luton 
127 http://www.findmypast.co.uk/ HO 17/17/75 and other documents in the range. 
128 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ HO 107 1757, 1851 Census, Luton 
129 http://www.ancestry.co.uk/ RG 9/1014, 1861 Census, Luton 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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 The line of Sarah Lawrence, Matthew’s mother, does not go back very far 
with any certainty.  She was baptized at Luton on 2nd November 1755, the 
daughter of Jennings and Elizabeth Lawrence, and the penultimate child of the 
family.  Her two eldest siblings were baptized at Ridgmont, about 14 miles 
north-west of Luton.  Mary and Ann were baptized on December 1744 and on 4th 
May 1745 respectively; Ann was buried on 7th April the following year.  The rest 
were baptized at Luton: Elizabeth on 24th January 1747, William – 28th January 
1749, Ann again – 16th August 1751, Thomas – 26th August 1753, Sarah in 1755 
and Hannah on 31st August 1760.  Jennings’ wife Elizabeth was buried at Luton 
on 25th July 1762. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

All Saints Ridgmont 
 

No certain marriage has come to light for Jennings and Eliza; I have found 
reference on a tree to a marriage between Jennings Laurence and Elizabeth Clark 
at Luton on 26th May 1742, which sounds feasible, but I haven’t verified it.  After 
her death, though, he married again, to Sarah Crossley, at St. Mary’s on 18th 
March 1764, and fathered two more daughters, Catherine – baptized 1st July the 
same year, and Susannah on 15th June 1766.  His burial has not come to light. 
 
 Nor has his baptism.  A likely parentage, which would explain his 
unusual first name, would be Edward Laurance and Elizabeth Jennings, who 
married at Maulden, about 6 miles from Ridgmont, on 4th May 1719 (See tree 15 - 

p.120).  Between 1721 and 1724 this couple baptized 4 children at nearby Flitton - 
Edward, Elizabeth, Mary and William.  Could Jennings be this couple’s eldest 
son, baptized at his mother’s home parish?  After his first wife’s presumed death, 
Edward married again – to Sarah Bruer at Clophill on 14th February 1725 - and 
had three more children, Sarah, John and Thomas.
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Tree 15 - Hourglass Tree Jennings Lawrence

Jennings Lawrence

?Edward Lawrence

Baptism: 4 October

1676

Flitton, Beds

Married: 4 May 1719

in Maulden, Essex

?John Lawrence ?Elizabeth

?Elizabeth Jennings

Baptism: 17 July

1698

Maulden, Beds

?John Jinings ?Mary Dauerne

Jennings LawrenceElizabeth ?Clark

Married: 26 May

1742

in ?Luton, Beds

Burial: 26 May 1742

Luton, Beds

Elizabeth Lawrence

Born: 1747

Baptism: 24 January

1747

Luton, Beds

Ann Lawrence

Born: 1745

Baptism: 4 May 1745

Ridgmont, Beds

Burial: 7 April 1746

Ridgmont, Beds

Mary Lawrence

Born: 1744

Baptism: December

1744

Ridgmont, Beds

William Lawrence

Born: 1749

Baptism: 28 January

1749

Luton, Beds

Ann Lawrence

Born: 1751

Baptism: 16 August

1751

Luton, Beds

Thomas Lawrence

Born: 1753

Baptism: 26 August

1753

Luton, Beds

Sarah Lawrence

Born: 1755

Baptism: 2 November

1755

Luton, Beds

Burial: 22 March

1837

Luton, Beds

Freeman Lawrence

Baptism: 30

September 1750

Luton, Beds

Married: 10 February

1772

in Luton, Beds

Burial: 1 March 1829

Luton, Beds

Sarah Crossley

Married: 18 March

1764

in Luton, Beds

Catherine Lawrence

Baptism: 1 July 1764

Luton, Beds

Susannah Lawrence

Baptism: 15 June

1766

Luton, Beds
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If my surmise about Jennings’ parentage is correct, then Edward enters the 
line of descent probably as the son of John Lawrence and Elizabeth, baptized on 
4th October 1676 at Flitton.  Elizabeth seems to have been baptised on 17th July 
1698 at Maulden as Elizabeth Jinings or Daurne or Daburne, daughter of John 
Jinings and Mary Daurne or Dauirne.  This entry suggests an illegitimate birth; 
maybe Elizabeth then jumped the gun with her own first pregnancy – but of 
course this is all speculation. 
 
 The line of Matthew’s father Freeman2 can be followed for several 
generations.  He was baptized on 30th September 1750 at St. Mary’s as the son of: 
 
 Freeman Laurance and Ann 
 

and like Matthew was the second child in the family.  Sarah came first, baptized 
on 13th July 1748.  An unnamed son was baptized on 5th March 1761, followed by 
Martha – 9th June 1765, John – 4th June 1769 and another Martha on 5th January 
1772.   
 

The register gives a final daughter Ann on 29th August 1779.  By this time, 
Freeman2 junior was also producing children, and I have wondered whether 
there was a transcription error and in fact this was a child of Freeman2 and Sarah 
rather than Freeman3 and Ann.  There is a gap between Elizabeth and Fanny 
which would support this hypothesis; Freeman3 senior would have been 61 by 
this time, and his wife 53, which stretches credulity somewhat.  It is also just 
possible that Ann was an illegitimate daughter of elder ‘sister’ Sarah, born 1748, 
and was baptized as the parents’ child to avoid a scandal. However, attitudes to 
illegitimacy were less harsh in the 18th century than later, and also I suspect that 
this Sarah is the one who married one John Walker at Luton on 29th January 1769. 

 
Nothing else is known about Freeman2 Lawrence other than the fact that 

he was buried on 1st March 1829.   
 
His parents, Freeman3 Lawrence and Ann Green married: 
 
both of this parish by banns 

 

on 30th September 1747.  Ann was a local girl born and bred, daughter of Robert 
and Elizabeth Green, baptized on 4th February 1726.  A sister Elizabeth was 
baptized the following year, on 11th June.  The parents were married at her 
mother’s home town of Leighton Buzzard, about 13 miles to the west.  The 
register reads: 
 
 These were married Anno Domi 1724  

Robert Green of Luton and Elizabeth Perrin of this town Dec 31 
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but nothing more is known about them.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All Saints Leighton Buzzard 

 
Ann’s burial has yet come to light, although Freeman3’s entry in 1784 

reads: 
 
 Feb 9  Freeman Lawrance  Parish 
 

The final word appears in the register at this time as an alternative to ‘duty paid’ 
and is attached to perhaps half the entries, suggesting a relatively poor 
community overall. 
 
 Freeman3 had been born over the county boundary, 6 miles away, at 
Flamstead in Hertfordshire.  The register there notes: 
 
 Freeman son of Freeman Lawrance and Ann his wife was born the 16th day  

of June and baptised the 29th day of the same month in the year 1718. 
 

His parents are perhaps the most shadowy of the whole line.  No marriage has 
been found for Freeman4 and Ann; nor have their burials been found.  They did, 
however, baptise two other children at Flamstead: Ann on 24th March 1716 and 
John on 25th October 1719. 
 

Freeman4 Lawrence was also born in Flamstead, probably in 1683. The 
year is in some doubt as three of the children are listed together in a register 
which was presumably written up some time after the events.  The register 
shows: 
 

Ann dafter [sic] of John Larance and Anne his wife was baptised  
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June the 12th 1682 
Joseph sonne of John Larance and Anne his wife was baptised  
April the 28th 1684 
Freeman sonne of John Larance and Anne his wife was baptised  
April the 14th   

 

 
Unfortunately, although 168 is clear, there is a blob of ink obscuring the final 
numeral, and only the top is visible.  This, though, judging by the writing in 
other entries, looks most like the top stroke of a figure 3.  A firstborn son is 
recorded as: 
 
 Jamas s of John Larrances and Ann his wife was baptised  

July 13th 1679 of Popshall End 
 

I suspect this is an idiosyncratic spelling of Pepsal End, part of a hamlet called 
Pepperstock, which is described by the Victoria County History130 as: 
 

in the extreme north-east of the parish [Flamstead] the hamlet of  
Pepperstock forms a small settlement on the Luton road and near  
is Pepsal End Farm  

 

so it would seem that the Lawrences hadn’t moved far from their Luton roots, 
less than 3 miles. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Leonard’s Flamstead 
 
It is with this generation that the mystery of the unusual surname finally 
resolved itself.  Before moving to Flamstead, John and Ann had baptised two 
                                                 
130 http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/herts/vol2/pp193-201#p3  

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/herts/vol2/pp193-201#p3
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Tree 16 - Descendants of John Lawrence and Mary Stevens

John
Lawrence
Burial: 30
November

1653
Luton, Beds

Mary
Stevens

Married: 1
January 1647

in Luton,
Beds

Burial: 13
June 1666

Luton, Beds

John
Lawrence

Baptism: 10
March 1649
Luton, Beds

Burial: 8
September

1710
Flamstead,

Herts

Ann
Freeman

Married: 13
October

1673
in Luton,

Beds

John
Lawrence
Born: 1674
Baptism: 26
March 1674
Luton, Beds

Thomas
Lawrence
Born: 1677
Baptism: 14

January 1677
Luton, Beds

James
Lawrence
Born: 1679
Baptism: 13
July 1679
Flamstead,

Herts

Ann
Lawrence
Born: 1682
Baptism: 12
June 1682
Flamstead,

Herts

Freeman
Lawrence
Born: 1683
Baptism: 14
April 1683
Flamstead,

Herts

Ann Joseph
Lawrence
Born: 1684
Baptism: 28
April 1684
Flamstead,

Herts

Ann
Lawrence

Baptism: 24
March 1716
Flamstead,

Herts

Freeman
Lawrence
Born: 16

June 1718
in Flamstead,

Herts
Baptism: 29
June 1718
Flamstead,

Herts
Burial: 9
February

1784
Luton, Beds

Ann
Green

Married: 30
September

1747
in Luton,

Beds

John
Lawrence

Baptism: 29
October

1719
Flamstead,

Herts

Sarah
Lawrence

Baptism: 13
July 1748

Luton, Beds

Freeman
Lawrence

Baptism: 30
September

1750
Luton, Beds

Burial: 1
March 1829
Luton, Beds

Sarah
Lawrence
Born: 1755
Baptism: 2
November

1755
Luton, Beds
Married: 10

February
1772

in Luton,
Beds

Burial: 22
March 1837
Luton, Beds

Unknown
Lawrence
Baptism: 5

March 1761
Luton, Beds

Martha
Lawrence
Baptism: 9
June 1765

Luton, Beds

John
Lawrence
Baptism: 4
June 1769

Luton, Beds

Martha
Lawrence
Baptism: 5

January 1772
Luton, Beds

?Ann
Lawrence

Baptism: 29
August 1779
Luton, Beds

Sarah
Lawrence

Baptism: 14
July 1773

Luton, Beds

Matthew
Lawrence

Baptism: 17
March 1776
Luton, Beds

Died: 31
August 1862

in Cupar,
Fife

Elizabeth
Barclay

Baptism: 13
October

1782
Cupar, Fife
Married: 20
April 1800
in Cupar,

Fife
Died: 7
October

1860
in Cupar,

Fife

Elizabeth
Lawrence
Baptism: 3

August 1777
Luton, Beds

Fanny
Lawrence
Baptism: 4
November

1781
Luton, Beds

Thomas
Lawrence
Baptism: 6
June 1784

Luton, Beds

Mary
Large

Married: 3
August 1807

in Luton,
Beds

Freeman
Lawrence

Baptism: 24
September

1786
Luton, Beds

Ann
Cheshire

Married: 2
November

1807
in Luton,

Beds

earlier children at Luton: John – 26th March 1674 and Thomas – 14th January 1677.  
Also at Luton, on 13th October 1673: 
 
 John Lawrence and Ann Freeman was married 
 

Little could this couple have known that their use of the wife’s surname as a 
Christian name would survive into the 20th century.   
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John Lawrence/Larance seems to be the only one of his line to have left a 
will.  It’s not very informative, but describes him as a husbandman, which 
suggests a better standard of living than that enjoyed by some of his 
descendants.  The only people named are: 
 
 Anne Lawrence my loving wife 
 

who receives: 
 
 all the rest and residue of my personal estate moveable goods and  

chattels whatsoever unbequeathed my debts being paid and my  
funeral expenses discharged 

 

and son Thomas, who is appointed executor.  The only other bequest is as 
follows: 
 
 I give and bequeath unto all my children one shilling apiece of good  

and lawful money of Great Britain to be paid to each of them by my  
executor within one month after my decease 

  
It sounds like there wasn’t a lot to pass on, and often, the shilling bequest is a 
device to stop any of the heirs making a fuss.  The will was witnessed by 
Timothy and Thomas Smith and John Birchmore and proved at Great Gaddesden 
on 18th September 1710.  John was buried at Flamstead on 8th July 1710: 
 

John Larance was buried in nothing but sheepswool only according to  
act of parliament... 

 

It is possible to take this story back one further generation, as John was baptised 
at Luton on 10th March 1648 to another John Lawrence and his wife Mary Stevens 
(See tree 16 – p. 124).  They had married there on 1st January 1747, but John seems to 
have been the only child.  Maybe the fact that his father died only 5 years later, 
and was buried on 30th November 1653 had something to do with it.  Mary 
Lawrence, widow, was buried on 13th June 1666. 
 
 A map of the area around Luton shows a number of hamlets with ‘End’ as 
their second element – Pepsal End has already been mentioned, but there are also 
a Church End, Slip End, Clement’s End and Ansells End to name but a few.  Just 
south-east of Luton, not far from the airport, is a hamlet named Lawrence End.  
Is it too fanciful to imagine that this is where this branch of the family may have 
originated? 
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