A Preference f

Porters, Pickerings and Other Families
in Staffordshire, Shropshire, Derbyshire, Liverpool
and Kansas

Part 3

The Pickering Line 0 all round the Wrekin

Ann Porter née Pickering, late Boote, has always seemed to me to be a
formidable character. Born in Rodington in Shropshire in October 1816, a year after
Napol eonds defeat at Waterl oo and at the hei
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two marriages and two continents to die aged nearly 904,500 miles away in Topeka
in a very different century. She was baptised on 20h October 1816 in Rodington as:

Ann, daughter of Joseph and Ann Pickering, Rodington, butcher

Rodington - on the River Roden - was, and is, a small village, owned mainly at that
time by the Corbett family of Sundorne (lords of the manor) and some commoners.
In 1801 the population was only 372 and by 1811 this had dropped to 361. By 1841 it
had risen again, to 466 people and 88 houses.The coming of the canal at the end of
the 18h century must have opened up what was probably an isolated rural

backwater. It was not far from either Wellington or Withington, both of which

pl aces were given on census returns as
Rodington, | suspect she grew up in Wellington.

All Saints Wellington

At the age of 22 she married for the first time, by licence taken out on 7
November 1838 (see tree 238 p. 113). The marriage took place at Wellington a week
later, on 14h:

Thomas Boote Full bach Grocer, Wellington, Joseph Boote farmer
Ann Pickering, Full spins Dressmaker Wellington Joseph Pickering butcher

Both parties signed, and her sister Sarah Pickering and John Dax were witnesses. A
short-lived daughter named Sarah Ann was born d and died & the following year.
The address given on both baptism and burial was Church Street. On 20" January
1841, Thomas and Ann baptised a son at Wellington, naming him Joseph Henry.
Thomas gave his occupation as grocer and their address as New Street. A few
months later, the census found them at the same address:

New St. Wellington, Salop

1 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/ , HO 107/907/2, 1841 census, Wellington
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Tree 23 - Descendants of Thomas and Ann Boote

Thomas
Boote
Born: Abt. 1814
Died: 21 November 184/
in Wellington, Salop
Burial: 26 November 184/ |
Wellington, Salop [

Ann
Pickering
Baptism: 20 October 181
Rodington, Salop
Married: 14 November
1838
in Wellington, Salop
Died: 16 September 190
in Topeka, Kansas, U.S.4
Burial:
Topeka Cemetry, Kansaj
US.A

T

[

I

Sarah Anne
Boote
Born: 1839
in Wellington, Salop
Baptism: 16 October 183
Wellington, Salop
Burial: 8 November 183
Wellington, Salop

Joseph Henry
Boote
Born: 5 January 1841
in Wellington, Salop
Baptism: 20 January 184+
Wellington, Salop
Died: 13 May 1877
in Walton Workhouse,

Elizabeth Hampden
Jolly
Married: 7 June 186
in Liverpool Registel|
Office

Baptism: 20 May 186
Liverpool, St Peter

in Liverpool, Lancs
Baptism: 5 May 1867
Liverpool, St Francis

Xavier

in Liverpool, Lancs

Xavier

in Liverpool, Lancs
Baptism: 16 July 187
Liverpool, St Francis

Liverpool
I T T T L T 1
Henry Ernest Alfred Stanley Emily Serena Adelaide Florence Elizabeth Edith Laura
Boote Boote Boote Boote Boote Boote
Born: 1865 Born: 16 February 186 Born: 1869 Born: 18 June 1871| | Born: 13 February 187| Born: 25 July 1876

in Liverpool, Lancs
Baptism: 3 March 1874
Liverpool, St Francis
Xavier

in Liverpool, Lancs
Baptism: 21 August 187
Liverpool, St Francis
Xavier

Also part of the household was a 15 yearold servant, Mary Helks . Soon after this
the little family must have moved to Market Place in Wellington, for this was given

as

Thomas

Boot eds

27 years old when he died of consumption.

a b o de tNovemben E41b Herwasarly

It is not known at what point in her widowhood Ann took up with James 2
Porter. Maybe she knew him already, but this is unlikely as in 1841 he was in
Lichfield. Maybe her dressmaking skills provided a link. However, by early 1846 at
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December that year. Itis impossible to know why, in a strictly moralistic Victorian
society, they did not marry straight away. Maybe James?, seven years her junior,

wa s

not

ready

t o

settl e

down.

Maybe i

independence. There may have been the intention to marry, or at least to convince
the locals that they had done so, as a newspaper announcemerton 11t March 1846
suggested a fait accompli, although no ceremony seems to have taken place:

On the 5h inst. at Liverpool, James, second son of Mr. Porter of Heywood,
Staffordshire, to Mrs Ann Boote, second daughter of Mr. Joseph Pickering,
Butcher, of Wellington,

2 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/

Shropshire, and the Principality of Waldd.31846

, Eddowes's Journal, and General Advertiser for
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Perhaps they felt a need for outward conformity at least. However, although
informal, the relationship persisted and produced five more children, three before
their marriage in 1855.

Joseph Henry Boote

It is unclear how far Joseph Henry was part of the new household. In 185
he was enumerated with his maternal grandparents, but this may have been because
Ann was so close to giving birth to James, and had two other small children to care
for. By 186% he had joined the 10" Brigade of the Royal Artillery and was stationed
at Portsea So although the photo printed above is labelled as James Porter in the
Royal Atrtillery, it is almost certainly a picture of his step -son. Two years later,
Joseph was back in Liverpool, living with his mother and step -father at 84 Finch
Street when he married d on 7 June 18633 Elizabeth Hampden Jolly at Liverpool
Register Office. In 1872, he was probably working for his stepfather, as he gave his
occupat i on assistand Asaweleas Blizsabeth, there were three young
children: Henry, Alfred and Emily. An article on his son Ernest ¢ explains that Joseph
was supported in his career by his step-father James Porter:

Boote was born into a reasonably well-to-do family of Elizabeth and Joseph

Henry Boote in Liverpool, England, on 20 May 1865. His father, on leaving

the Army, entered the business world as a clothier thanks to the financial

backing of a generous stepfather who bankroll

3 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/ , HO 107/2185, 1851 census, Liverpool
4 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/ , RG9/639, 1861 census, Portsea

5 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/ , RG10/3811, 1871 census, Everton

6 http://asslh.org.au/hummer/vol  -3-no-5/henry -boote/
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two occasions (one thousand pounds each time). According to Henry, the
business failed due to his fatherods o6convi vi

This last sentence may partly explain why Joseph Henry was destined for a short
life. According to an Ancestry tree 7, he died of bronchitis in Walton Workhouse on
13h May 1877.

Henry Ernest Boote

| suspect the register office wedding denotes a mixed marriage, with Joseph
an Anglican and Elizabeth Catholic. Henry, the first child, was christened at St.
Peterds as C of E. Emi |l yds baptism has not
children 0 Serena, Florence and Edith were all baptised as Catholics at St. Francis
Xavier. Several of the family emigrated to Australia; Henry first, probably in 1889.
According to Wik ipedia®, as well as being a journalist and editor he was also a
prominent trade unionist, and rubbed shoulders with several Australian prime
ministers. His mother, with his sisters Florence and Edith, followed him to Australia
in 1894°. Consequently Ann Pickering has descendants in three continents: Europe,
America and Australasia, and in two of them at least, her descendants were involved
in political decision -making. Not bad for a girl from an insignificant Shropshire
village.

Al t hough short on direct documentary evid
devel opment from butcherds daughter to dress

7 http://person.ancestry.co.uk/tree/53042226/person/13446322496/facts
8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry Ernest Boote
9 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/ , UK Outward Passenger Lists, 18901960
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partner and eventually wife of a respectable outfitter, to pioneer emigrant, to
farmerds wife, to matriarch, to American wid

Annds father was Joseph Pickering. He wa
Pickering and was baptised at Withington on 12t June 1791. By 1812, when he
married, he was living in nearby Rodington, where the register records:

Joseph Pickering of this parish and Ann Passand of this parish married in
this church by banns this 11th day of May in the year 1812

Both signed the register and the ceremony was witnessed by William Robinson and

Mary Pickering, Joseph6s sister. The first
William Robinson of Ercall Mill, but it is more likely his son William, whose

marriage to Elizabeth Turner at High Ercall two years earlier had been witnessed in

turn by Joseph. Joseph and Ann had three children, all baptised in Rodington. Sarah

was baptised on 1st November 1812 as the daughter of:

Joseph Pickering butcher of Rodington

Unusually for thisperiod, t he mot herds name was not enter
was born four years later, but there was a seven year gap before the final child, Jane

Mary, who was baptised on 1st November 1823. Sarah never married, and was

buried at Wellington aged 27, from the Market Place, on 10t April 1840. Her death

was reported in the newspaper10 as follows:

Friday after a lingering illness borne with Christian resignation to the Divine
Will, aged 27, Sarah, the eldest daughter of Mr. Joseph Pickering, of
Wellington

St George Rodington - 17901

10 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk  , Shrewsbury Chroniclel7.4.1840
11 SA, 6001/372/2/78, Watercolour of Rodington church. Courtesy of Shropshire Archives
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It seems likely that Jane Mary died young as well, as there is no further trace of her.

Joseph Pickering seems to have had a foot in both Withington and Rodington
in early adult life, and the two small parishes lie side by side. Joseph took part in
parish lifein Rodington, and hi s signature appea#tfis fir st
on 14 February 1819. Between 27 August 1819 and 16" February 1821 he was
Overseer for the Poor. His signature appeared as one of the Vestry at three meetings
in 1823. He also signed as one of the Opar.i
Rate Book3in 1814:

It was agreed at the vestry meeting this 1st day of April 1814 that a lewn
shall be collected for the use of the poor after the rate of one shilling in the
pound throughout the parish of Rodington by us who have hereunto signed
our hand.

Lewn is a Shropshire dialect word for a tax, especially a church rate. The next page
lists the assessment, and shows that Joseph held land in Rodington:

An assessment of the lands hereditaments in the parish of Rodington in the
county of Salop as hereunder mentioned viz:

of rent of lewn total
Joseph Pickering 4 8 8 0O 4 7 0O 4 7

Similar entries are to be found for 1815 and 1816, some with the date of payment,
showing him to be prompt in paying his dues. On the 16 th June 1817 the following
entry appears:

Joseph Picker bn3 @s

0 Comming 2 70
total levy 18/ - whole sum received 14 June

Comming seems to be a dialect version of common, so presumably he had acquired
another piece of land.

There is a gap in the record then until 1831, when another run of entries!4
reveal him branching out from his work as a butcher:

Rodington township

Names LSD arrears Quarterly ARP Annual Value LSD Rateat1/-i n A when recd6d amoun:
[9.4.1831]

PickeringJoseph 3 0 17 20 5 O 103 Augt9h 1 0 3

[5.9.1831]

PickeringJoseph 3 0 17 20 5 O 103 Nov2lst 1 0 3

[19.12.1831]

Pickering Joseph(mill) 30 17 205 O 10 1% Jan 14 10 O

12SA, XP230/L/4/1, Rodington Poor Law Minute Books, 1819 -54
13SA, XP230/L/1/2, Rodington Rate Book 1812 -17
14 SA, XP 230/L/1/3, Rodington Rate Book, 1831 -6
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[16.1.1832]

Pickering Josephmill3 0 17 20 5 O 10 1% 10 O
This mill is described®>as having a base 216 in diameter
opposed doorways 30 wide, and two 30 square

paper-making mill and first mentioned in 1829, so would have been quite new when
Joseph became involved with it. However, as it is supposed to have fallen into

disuse by 1842, presumably it was not a going concern. The demand for paper rose
rapidly in the first half of the 19 th century, with output in the UK rising from 20,000
tons in 1820 to 43,000 tons in 1841, so it is perhaps not surprising that Joseph thought
this might be a lucrative sideline. In the 1820s, the number of paper mills in England
and Wales peaked at around 560, but by 1840 this had fallen to around 360, with
small mills, such as | suspect the one at Rodington was, being the most vulnerable.

Despite his high profile in Rodington, he was also paying taxes in Withington.
In 1825 he paid 4 on property with a rateable value of £1 6/8; in 1833 the rate had
doubled, so he paid 8. Further entries appeared in 1838, 1839, 1840 and 1842, with a
final appearance on 23t July 1847. Other members of the Pickering family seem to
be assessed fairly erratically, whether this was bureaucratic inefficiency or
something else is hard to tell.

Wellington & Market Street and pedestrian precinct

At some point before 1841, the family moved to Wellington, a few miles to the
south-east, and a much bigger place than Rodington. Wellington, named after
Watling Street which runs through it, is the market town for the area, and was
presumabl y a s tsduchardpbudiness owihgte its patgdr population.
It lies close to the Wrekin, a prominent hill which is a significant landmark rising out
of the Shropshire plain and offers superb views from its summit. | grew up with the
expression o6all round the Wrekind, which mea

15SA, LR 64 vf,Historical Notes on the Parish of Rodington
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your way, without knowing that it referred to a real place. Presumably it was an
expression passed down from the generations which lived in its shadow.

In 184116, with Ann married to Thomas Boote, only her parents Joseph and
Ann were enumerated at Crown Street in Wellington, both aged 50, born in county
and with Joseph a butcher. (Crown Street is now part of the pedestrian precinct
south of the market square.) There was a 15 year old livein servant called Elizabeth
Fitch. A year later, Joseph advertised himselfinPi g¥®©:t 6 s

Wellington, Butchers: Pickering, Joseph, Market Place

Interestingly, the 1838 map of the town18 calls the road off the Market Place, now
Market Street, Butchers Lane. Two years later he had moved to the township of
Admaston, asrecorded in S| at er 0 $° Thé moeecptobablytook place in the
summer of 1843 as an advertisement placed in the local pape?® suggests:

MARKET -PLACE, WELLINGTON
TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION
BY MESSRS
DOWNES AND POOLE
On the premises lately occupied by Mr. Pickering, in
The Market-Place, Wellington, on Monday, June

5, 1843, without any reserve;
GENTEEL and useful Household Furniture,
Feather Beds, Pianeforte, handsome Sofas,
Two capital Carts, and various other Effects.
Particulars in Catalogues.0Sal e at 12 o0dcl ock.

By 18521 he and Ann had moved again; this time they settled in Liverpool, in
Richmond Row, just off St. Anne Street. Joseph was enumerated as head of
household, a 59 year old butcher, born in Withington. His wife Ann is curiously
unnamed, as in the register nearly 30 years earlier. She appears as a dot followed by
a ditto under the name Pickering in the line above, with her age given as 61 and
place of birth Withington. 22 year old Londoner Betsy Fitch is still in service with
them, and a lodger, John Gill, 25 and from Withington is also part of the household.
The final name on the enumeration sheet is that of Joseph Boat, Ann Pickeringd s s o n
from her first marriage, aged 10, a scholar and born in Withington. Clearly, Joseph
was a little impatient with bureaucracy, leaving his wife nameless and lumping

16 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/ , HO107/907 p.35, 1841 census, Wellington

"7Pigotds Directi8&2y of Shropshire

18 http://www.british _ -history.ac.uk/vch/salop/vol11/pp204 -211

S|l ater 6sl8Mi rectory,

20 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/  , Eddowes's Journal, and General Advertiser for
Shropshire, and the Principality of Wal€.5.1843

21 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/ , HO107/2185, 1851 census, Liverpool
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baptisms at Rodington and Wellington together under the heading Withington, his
own place of birth.

Joseph died on 2%t January 1858, at Warren Street, just over half a mile from
Richmond Row, which maybe suggests he had retired by this time. The certificate
shows that his daughter Ann was present when he died:

23d January 1858, 50 Warren St, Joseph Pickering, Male, 66 years, Butcher
(Master), Softening of the brain, about 4 months certified, Ann Porter
present at the death 50 Warren St Liverpool, 234 January 1858, Joseph
Horn registrar.

Cause of death was notoriously inexact on early certificates. Softening of the brain
could be caused by syphilis, but was a term which also denoted a stroke or cerebral
haemorrhage, both of which would not be unusual in a man of his age, especially
one who had probably eaten a fair amount of red meat during his career as a
butcher.

Toxteth Park Cemetery Chapel

He was laid to rest on 26" January 1868 in Toxteth Park Cemetery?, in the
consecrated part of the grounds, section S, Grave 112. Interestingly, the index, while
agreeing with name, age and occupation on the death certificate, gives his address as
50 Mason Street. | suspect, given that the number is right, that this is a mis
transcription somewhere along the line.

Josephds widow, n®e Ann Passand, survived
which she spent living with her daughter Ann Porter, as witness the 1861 census?3.
However, when she died on 31st January 1869 she was living at St. Albans, Everton:

Thirty -first January 1869, 20 St. Albans, Everton, Ann Pickering female,

22 hittp://www.toxtethparkcemetery.co.uk/
23 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/ RG9/2391, 1861 census, Liverpool
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78 years, Widow of Joseph Pickering a butcher, Atrophy certified, James
Porter Present at death, 20 St. Albans, Everton, ¢ February 1869, Samuel
Potts Registrar.

Atrophy is another indefinite term. It simply means wasting away, without defining
areason. Perhaps, here, given that she was 78, it was simply a symptom of old age.
Like Joseph, Ann was buried in consecrated ground in Toxteth Park Cemetery?24, on
4th February 1869. However, they were not placed together and she lies in Section B,
grave 51. Her probable parentage will be dealt with later.

The Pickering line (see tree 240 p. 122)can only be traced with certainty for
one more generation. Josephos father didnot
several possible baptisms for someone with his name, none of which can be proved
definitively. Calculating back from the age given on his headstone, John Pickering
should have been born around 1746. Only three baptisms for this name and year
have been found; the nearest is at Wellington, where John, son of Robert and Mary
Pickering was baptised 0 but this baby is recorded in the burial register a few weeks
later. John son of Thomas Pickering was baptised at Market Drayton, about 15 miles
away, and John son of John and Catherine Pickeringappears as a textonly reference
on Ancestryat Hodnet, around 10 miles away. There is nothing conclusive to link
either of these to our man. However, there is a fourth possibility, for reasons which
will be explained later, namely that John had links to two Pickering families in
Ellesmere and Bridgnorth, 20 and 22 miles from High Ercall respectively.

The first concrete documentary evidence of J o h ax@tence was the
obligation and allegation drawn up on 21 stMay 1774 in order for him to be granted a
licence to marry Sarah Robinson. This states him to be:

John Pickering of High Ercall, cooper

To compound the mystery of hisorigins, he was supported in the bc
Doed®6 which is a sham name, so his supporter,
identity. According to the bond, John and Sarah were both unmarried, over 21 and

living in High Ercall. The marriage duly took place on 21 stMay 1774, at St. Michael

and All Angels High Ercall . Both signed the register, and
brother William Robinson and Francis Smith 8 who withessed most Ercall weddings

at this time.

John and his brother-in-law appear together in the same document again, in a
series of advertisements in the local newspape®> between 1776 and 1778:

24 http://www.toxtethparkcemetery.co.uk/
25 http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk , Shrewsbury Chronicle1.12.1776, 4.1.1777, 20.6.1778,
17.1.177811.7.1778 andl9.12.1778
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Tree 24 - Descendants of John and Sarah Pickering

John Sarah
Pickering Robinson
Born: Abt. Baptism: 1
1746 January 1751
Died: 13 May| | High Ercall,
1824 = Salop
in Burial: 24
Withington, February
Salop 1808
Withington,
Salop
[ I I I I I I ! I I 1
William Jane Mary Elizabeth Mary John Emma (Amy) Thomas Joseph Ann Mary Robert Rebecka Richard
Pickering Pickering Pickering Pickering Pickering Pickering Hawkins Pickering Pickering Passand Pickering Williams Pickering Ward
Born: 1775|| Born: 1776 || Born: 1778| | Born: 1780| | Born: 1783 | | Born: 1785|| Married: 14 | | Born: 1787 Born: 1791 | | Married: 11 | | Born: 1794 | | Married: 14| | Born: 1796| | Married: 15
Baptism: 2| | Baptism: 16 | | Baptism: 20| | Baptism: 24| | Baptism: 20 | | Baptism: 13 February || Baptism: 22 Baptism: 12 May 1812 Baptism: 15| | May 1814 | | Baptism: 13 | August 1814
February || October 177€ | September|| September|| September || June 1785 1809 September June 1791 | | in Rodington,| | January 1794 in November | | in Pontesbury
1775 High Ercall, 1778 1780 1778 Withington, in 1787 Withington, Salop Withington, | | Withington, 1796 Salop
High Ercall, Salop Withington, | | Withington, | | Withington, Salop Withington, || Withington, Salop Died: 31 Salop Salop Withington,
Salop Burial: 1 Jung Salop Salop Salop Died: 8 || Salop Salop Died: 23 || January 1864 L Salop
Burial: 24 1779 Died: Bef. Burial: 8 Junel | November [| Died: 20 Burial: 21 January 185¢ | in Everton, [
June 1839| | High Ercall, 1783 1784 1872 January 1857 | November in Liverpool, Lancs
Withington, Salop Withington, in in 1839 Lancs Burial: 4
Salop Salop Withington, | | Withington, | | Withington, Burial: 26 February
Salop Salop Salop January 185¢ 1869
Toxteth Park| | Toxteth Park
Cemetery, Cemetery,
Liverpool Liverpool
[ I I I ‘\ I I 1 [ ! I 1
James John William Robert Thomas Henry Rebecka Joseph Thomas Ann James Sarah Jane Mary
Pickering Pickering Pickering Pickering Pickering Pickering Pickering Pickering Boote Pickering Porter Pickering Pickering
Born: 1809 | | Born: 1812| | Born: 1814| | Born: 1816 | Born: 1819 | | Born: 1821| | Born: 1824/ | Born: 1827 Born: Abt. Baptism: 20| | Baptism: 17| | Baptism: 1| | Baptism: 3
Baptism: 27| | Baptism: 23| | Baptism: 23 | Baptism: 19 | Baptism: 1 | | Baptism: 30 | Baptism: 29 | Baptism: 26 1814 October 181¢ February November| | August 1823
August 1809 | February || April 1814 || May 1816 | | January 1819 | December | | March 1824 | April 1827 Married: 14 Rodington, 1823 1812 Rodington,
Withington, 1812 Withington, | | Withington, | | Withington, 1821 Withington, | | Withington, November Salop Little Rodington, Salop
Salop Withington, Salop Salop Salop Withington, Salop Salop 1838 Died: 16 Haywood, Salop
Salop Salop in Wellington, | | September Colwich,
Salop 1905 Staffs
Died: 21 in Topeka, Married: 22
November Kansas, January 185
1841 L USA. || in St.
inWellington,[|  Burial: || Nicholas,
Salop Topeka Liverpool
Burial: 26 Cemetry, Died: 6 June|
November Kansas, 1903
1841 US.A. in Topeka,
Wellington, Kansas,
Salop US.A.
Burial:
Topeka
Cemetry,
Kansas,
US.A.

122




We whose names are hereunto subscribed, inhabitants of the several villages
within the parish of High -Ercall, herein after-mentioned, have bound
ourselves in articles, to prosecute at our joint expense, all housebreakers,
horse-stealersand persons guilty of any manner of felony, committed against
our persons or properties. And by the said articles, any person who hath
thereunto subscribed, having any of their property stolen from them, shall
give the earliest notice thereof to the several members of this society, who
shall immediately on such notice given, go or send one sufficient man and
horse to the place or places, in the said articles assigned them, as they

are determined to spare no cost to bring the offender or offenders to public
justice. If any offender be apprehended and convicted by information given
by any gate-keeper, or other person, he shall be handsomely rewarded by
the said society. Hedgetearers, cutters of springles, pearaises, etc. will be
prosecuted with the utmost severity.

This statement was followed by several names, including John Pickering and
William Robinson. A hedge -tearer was a poacher and a springle a snare, but the
meaning of pea-raise eludes me.

John and Sarah had a large family, though not all survived infancy. The first
two were baptised at High Ercall, William on 2 nd February 1775 and Jane on 16
October 1776. William doesndt appear to hav
Withingtonon24thJ une 1839. Janeds | ife was consi de
High Ercall on 1stJune 1779. The rest of the children were baptised at Withington,
another small, probably sleepy, backwater until the coming of the canal. Even today,
according to Wikepedia, the population is only just over 200. The current church
buildingspost-d at e t he Pickeringsd time here, but t
old farmhouse, now divided into cottages, which stands beside the churchyard.

Church Farm Withington

Mary came first, on 26t January 1778, but must have died as an infant, as the
name was re-used five years later. Elizabeth, baptised on 24h September 1780, may

123



also have died young as there is no further trace of her. Another Mary was baptised

on 26" January 1783, but was buried (with a fee of 3d recorded) on & June 1784The

next child, John, was more successful. Baptised on 18 June 1785, he married Emma

Hawkins in his home parish on 14t February 1809 and raised a family of eight:

James,John, William, Robert, Thomas, Henry, Rebecca and Joseph. He followed his
fatherods craft and was | i st ed%alhndiednmast er co
1872, but the 1841 censud’ shows that two of his children, John and Henry, also

becamecoopers. William became a butcher like his uncle Joseph, James a farmer.

Withington St John the Baptist - 17908

Thomas came next, baptised on 224 September 1787. He too reached
adul thood but Rheeenarned.tHe was bumed atdVithington on 21 st
November 1839. After Joseph, born 1791, came another Mary, baptised on 1%
January 1794. On 1# May 1814 she married Robert Williams at Withington, and the
couple later baptised two daughters there, named Sarah and Rebecca. The witnesses
to the marriage were either her father or more likely her brother 8 John Pickering 8
and Maria Passand, who was almost certainly the sister of Ann Passand who
married Joseph Pickering. After the <chi
Williams hasbeenfound. The | ast of John and Sarahos chi
baptised 13" November 1796. She married farmer Richard Ward on 15" August
1814 at Pontesbury, about 15 miles away on the other side of Shrewsbury. Here they
raised a large family: Richard, Rebecca, William, Emma, John, Charles and Timothy,
but Richard slipped in statusto become anagricultural labourer. After 1871 29 when
the couple are enumerated at Pontesbury, there is no further sign of Rebecca.

Shortly after John and Sarah settled in Withington, John took on an apprentice30;

16h Sept 1780 John Pickering Wythington Salop Cooper Ben Cooper

26 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/ , HO107/1991, 1851 census, Withington

27 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/ , HO107/907/9, 1841 census, Withington

28 SA, 6001/372/2/79, Watercolour of Withington church. Courtesy of Shropshire Archives

29 http://home.ancestry.co.uk/ , RG9/1863, 1861 census, Pontesbury

30 http://home.ancestry.couk/ , UK Regi ster of Duties paid for Appren
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John is almost completely absent from parish records apart from the registers.
Theonly reference | have found is in?3he With
Some time in 1778 comes the entry:

Pd Mr Pickerings man 1/6

About the only thing that can be gleaned from that is that his standing was sufficient

for him to be called 06Mro. Several of his s
1825, the year after his death: John and Joseph fairly regularly, and later, Robert and

William. By the late 1850s, only his grandson Henry is still represented in the

accounts. Little else is known about John, not even the date of his burial as the

register is missing for the time of his death. Fortunately, his headstone in

Withington churchyard survives and reads as follows:

Sacred
To the memory of
John Pickering
Late of Withington
Departed this life
May 13th 1824
Aged seventy-eight years

John Pickeringd s h e a dWithirggtore

't is the inscription on Johnds graveston
1746. As has already been said, there is nothing concrete to connect our John to

31SA, XP309/B/1/1, Withington @a8&M88rchwardensd Accounts
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either of the Johns baptised in Shropshire in that year. Of course, the record of his
baptism may not have survived o there do seem to be lots of gaps in many of the
Shropshire registers 8 but | do wonder whether he had any connection to two other
families which included coopers amongst their number. Coopering was very much
the kind of trade which was handed down thro
shows, with his son and two grandsons continuing the craft. It would be highly

likely that he had relatives in the same line of business. A cooper makes and repairs
all manner of wooden vessels. In a town, these might be mainly for storing goods in
transit, wet or dry. In the countryside, as John was, more of his work would be
making pails, churns for butter, and tubs for laundry as well as the more traditional
barrels for storing food and drink. It took an apprenticeship of four or five years,
often with a father or other relative, before the cooper was sufficiently skilled to first
become a journeyman, then take on an apprentice of his own and eventually be
considered a master cooper.

A few years after our John took an apprentice at Withington, in 1786, another
cooper named John Pickering took on an apprentice32in Bridgnorth. He took a
second on in 1791, perhaps confirming that an apprenticeship lasted around four to
five years. This man married twice in Bridgnorth, in 1782 and 1790, so obviously
i sndét John of Withington. There is no I|ikel
the son of William and Margaret Pickering, who baptised three other sons at
Bridgnorth in the mid -1750sd William, Thomas and George. William must have
been a cooper, as, after his death (in 1776), his wife Margaret, as a cooper, took on
her own apprentice in 1778. Her son Thomas presumably carried on the business,
and he and his wife Elizabeth baptised three children at Bridgnorth between 1782
and 1788 and buried a fourth in 1778. Thoma
Bridgnorth register as having taken place at Ellesmere. The Ellesmere register
confirms that this took place in 1776 and th
groom was from Bridgnorth. The couple must have spent their early married life
there, asin 1773:

Thomas Pickering of Ellesmere, cooper

took Andrew Trantham as an apprentice. The narrative outlined above shows that
the two parishes of Bridgnorth and Ellesmere were not too far apart to have links in
the 18h century. The question that remains is whether there were links between the
Pickerings settled in Ellesmere and Thomas the cooper.

On 12h May 1737, one Joseph Pickering married Eleanor Jones at Ellesmere.
The eldest child, Mary, was buried at the chapel at Cockshutt (in Ellesmere parish,
about 15 miles from High Ercall, on 25" March 1740. Three further children were
baptised there: Jane, on 10 March 1744, John on 20 January 1750 and Thomas,
confusingly on 4t August 1754 d the same year as Thomas the cooper was born. His
abode was given as Crowsmere, or as it is now spelled, Crosemere, almost part of

32http://home.ancestry.couk/ , UK Regi ster of Duties paid for Appren
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Cockshutt. | suspect both child and mother died, as nine years later, on 7
November 1765, Joseph remarried at Ellesmere, and his new wife, Margaret Morris,
gave him another son Thomas, baptised on 3¢ February 1765, also at Cockshultt,
which is where Joseph was buried on 14" April 1768.

Although there is no direct proof, and although John son of JosephPickering
of Ellesmere is technically too young to be John Pickering of Withington, it is
tempting to wonder whether he perhaps served an apprenticeship with Thomas
Pickering, cooper of Ellesmere and Bridgnorth, and whether his father Joseph - after
whom, perhaps, Johndsodwapaso alcooper. pCertamyg theren a me d
is no further sighting of him at Ellesmere, but several others seem to have slipped
through the net as well.

There are three other Pickering graves in the churchyard at Withington,
including that of his son John and his wife Emma who appears as Amy on the stone.

John and Emma Pickeringd s h e a dWithirgtore

Robinson et al d mainly High Ercall

Although nothing certaini s known about John Pickering
family of his wife Sarah Robinson is more easily traceable (see tree 250 p.132). She
was baptised at High Ercall on 1st January 1752, the oldest child and only daughter
of William 2 and Elizabeth Robinson, and the family had lived in the parish since the
beginning of the eighteenth century.
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| suspect this parish had much more bustle than Rodington or Withington.
High Ercall (pronounced Arkell) was a market town, and for some time had a
Jacobean manor house at its heart and a mill which may well have its roots before
Domesday. The Robinsons were millers here for several generations. Sarah had
three brothers: William 3, baptised 14" October 1753, Thomas, baptised 1# March
1756 and John, baptised 27 August 1758 ¢ all at High Ercall. In 1774, aged 22, Sarah
married John Pickering, and over 20 years gave birth to nine children. Her youngest
child, Rebecka, would have been 11 when she died. Sarah was buried at Withington
on 24h February 1808. Apart from these bare facts, nothing is known.

Sarahos el de sts3 wasaotillérdike his fattet and geandfather.
He married Elizabeth Gregory of Upton Magna by licence33wi t h her grandf at
consent, her parents being dead. The wedding took place on 3@ June 1774, and
Williambés brother Thomas was a witness. Wi |
children, one of whom, inevitably called William 4, became miller in his turn.
William senior was buried from Ercall Mill on 22 nd August 1813. His brother

Thomas, who doesndt seem to have marrided, wa
February 1817, so it seems likely that he too was a miller. There is no further sign of
the youngest brother, John. Wililam4al so had a son named Wil Il i ar

follow the family tradition of at least four generations to become a miller.

Ercall Mill 34

William 2 Robinson married Elizabeth Morgan on 10t February 1750 at High
Ercall. The bride was 30 years old, having been baptised in the same parish on 18
January 1720 as:

A base daughter of Richard Perry and Sarah Morgan

33 http://search.findmypast.co.uk/ , Staffordshire, Dioceses of Lichfield & Coventry marriage
allegations and bonds, 16361893
34 SA, PH/H/14/85, Ercall Mill. Courtesy of Shropshire Archives
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No further definitive sign of either of her parents has been found. Elizabeth was
buried on 14t March 1764 at High Ercall as:

Elizabeth, wife of William Robinson of the Mill

She was 44 years old.

Her husband William 2 only survived her by four years and was buried in his
turn on 11t March 1768 at High Ercall, also identified in the register asbelonging to
Ercall Mill. He had been baptised on 20t April 1715, the son of William 1 Robinson,
miller at Ercall Mill, and his wife Ann. The mill was mentioned in the Domesday
Book, although the current building, now a B & B, dates from the late 18t century.
The building which Sarah and her antecedents knew presumably pre -dated it.

William 1 Robinson is the earliest certain ancestor in this line. It seems likely
that he was born after 1688 as, when he married Mary Russell of Ercall at St.
Alkmund, Shrewsbury on 1 st May 1709, it was by licence and the bond and
allegation suggest that both parties were minors:

éRi chard Wall of the parish of Al kmund i
[ hospitem] and JoeMay Dbe®9¢é Dated 1

éthat William Robinson of the parish of
parish of Ercall Magnaé may [ marry] éand
parents or other governors be thereunto

St Alkmund from Butchers Row

However, his wife Mary was actually 21, just, so either he was under age or it
was a formulaic and meaningless statement on the document. Given that the first
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child was born 6 months later, the young William may have found himself pressured

to marry his pregnant girlfriend despite his youth. He gave his abode as Shawbury,

the next-door parish to High Ercall. A little further to the north -west is the parish of

Clive, where a Wi lliam Robison (no 6nd6) was
Mary Robison on 10t July 1692. It is perhaps conceivable that this is our William,

but there is also a baptism at Wem some years earlier of William son of George and
Alleson20hFebruary 1674. As Wem, al onwperewi th Pre
mentioned as possible sites for the wedding,
supposed John Doe of Wem, this is also a likely contender, and only just over 6 miles

from Shawbury. However, Robinson is an extremely common surname.

The couple settled to child-rearing, with the first two infants baptised at
Shawbury, Mary 8 13" November 17098 and Anne 0 3@ April 1711 (buried on 12th
February the following year). By the time Jane was baptised, on 29 May 1713,
William was already established, as the High Ercall register puts it as:

William Robinson of Ercall milner
Howe ver, this was a change of venuen ot occupation as Maryods ba

Mary y e daughter of William Robinson and Mary his wife of Shawbury Mill
was baptised

William 2 came next, baptised on 2@ April 1715, followed by John & 239 November
1717, Thomaso 14 November 1719, Josephd 239 March 1722 and finally Ann & 22nd
May 1726. Mary may have been the:

servant at Ercall Hall

buried on 12t July 1731. The evidence is inconclusive,buh er f at her ds wi | |
shedied before 1741. Joseph also died young, and was buried on 9 February 1723.

High Ercall Hall
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William 1 wrote his will on 15 t December 1740. He described himself as of
Ercall Mill, and a yeoman of Ercal/l Magna.
prerogatived of being sole executor, and the

full and entire possession of all the cattle and chattels now in my possession
and then that:

my eldest son William Robbinson be next to his mother in possession of my
substance

Interleaved between this and the next bequest is the statement:
that my second son John Robinson of legacie receive five shillings
He then divides his estate between his remaining, surviving children:

that my son Thomas Robbinson my youngest son if they agree to live
together and help one another my desire is that during the life of their
mother that what they shall be possest of at her decease shall be equally
divided between them sharer Anne Robbinson my only surviving
daughter

Clumsily enough put to upset a modern lawyer maybe, but clear enough in
meaning. William 1 made his mark, and the will was witnessed by William Onions
and Thomas Lindop. William 1 was buried at High Ercall on 30t January 1740, just
two weeks later, and probate was granted to his widow Mary on 23 ™ October 1741.

St Michael and all Angels High Ercall

| have found no further trace of John or Anne, but | suspect Thomas took his share
when their mother died but continued as a miller, as High Ercall records the burial
on 18" February 1765 of Thomas Robinson from Cherrington Mill.

131



[

I

Tree 25 - Descendants of William and Mary Robinson

William
Robinson
Born: Aft. 1688
Burial: 30 Januarn
1741
High Ercall, Saloy

Mary
Russell
Baptism: 15 Januar
1687
Shawbury, Salop
Married: 1 May
1709
in St Alkmund,
Shrewsbury
Burial: 29
November 1758
High Ercall, Salop

I

[ [ [ [ [ 1
Mary Anne Jane William Elizabeth John Thomas Joseph Ann
Robinson Robinson Robinson Robinson Morgan Robinson Robinson Robinson Robinson
Born: 1709 Born: 1711 Born: 1713 Born: 1715 Baptism: 18 Januar Born: 1717 Born: 1719 Born: 1722 Born: 1726
Baptism: 13 Baptism: 3 April Baptism: 29 May| | Baptism: 20 April 1720 Baptism: 23 Baptism: 14 Baptism: 23 Marcl| | Baptism: 22 May
November 1709 1711 1713 1715 High Ercall, Salop|| November 1717 November 1719 1722 1726
Shawbury, Salop Shawbury, Salop| | High Ercall, Salog | High Ercall, Salog Married: 10 High Ercall, Salog| | High Ercall, Salop| | High Ercall, Salop| | High Ercall, Salog
Burial: 12 July 1737 | Burial: 12 February | Died: Bef. 1741 | | Burial: 11 March February 1750 Died: Aft. 1741 Died: Burial: 9 February | Died: Aft. 1741
High Ercall, Salop 1711 1768 || inHighErcall, in Cherrington Mill 1723
Shawbury, Salop High Ercall, Saloy | Salop Burial: 18 Februar| | High Ercall, Salop
Burial: 14 March 1765
1764 High Ercall, Salop
High Ercall, Salop
Fact:
Daughter of
Elizabeth Morgan
and Richard Perry
[ [ I [ 1
Sarah John William Elizabeth Thomas John
Robinson Pickering Robinson Gregory Robinson Robinson
Baptism: 1 Januar Born: Abt. 1746 Baptism: 14 Octobe | Married: 30 Jun¢ | Baptism: 14 Marcl| | Baptism: 27 Augus
1752 Married: 21 May 1753 1774 1756 1758
High Ercall, SalopH 1774 High Ercall, Salop H in High Ercall, || High Ercall, Salop| | High Ercall, Salop
Burial: 24 February in High Ercall, Burial: 22 August Salop Burial: 23 Februar
1808 Salop 1813 1817
Withington, Salop| | Died: 13 May 1824|| High Ercall, Salop High Ercall, Salop
in Withington, Salop
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Both the mills at Shawbury (now known as Moreton Mill) and Ercall were on
the River Roden, i.e. water mills, not windmills, and may date from the early 18"
century, although British Listed Buildings 3° places thentowards the end of the
century. However, both would have replaced earlier mills on the same site.

Russell and Jelly +High Ercall, Upton Magna and Shawbury

The Mary Russell who married William 1 Robinson was the daughter of
William Russell and Ann Jelly (see tree 260 p.138). The parentage of neither of these
has been confirmed, though the baptism of a son William to William and Margrett
Russel |l at St Ch ati OctobeB1646 enaypbssiblype ocorrmarl 0
James and Margaret Jelly, who baptised several children at Upton Magna, are likely
parents of Ann, who was probably born before 1653 and recorded in a faded section
of the early register.

The couple married at Upton Magna on 14th November 1668:

William Russell and Ann Jelly after 3 tymes publication in the
churche weare married

Upton Magna

Their first child, Rebecca, was baptised at Upton Magna on 1st August 1669, but was
buried exactly a fortnight later. Maybe this was why the second child, Edward, was
baptised at nearby Stanton on Hine Heath rather than in the church at Upton,
although the two churches may have been roughly equidistant from their home if, as
some sources suggest, the Russells were at Moreton Forge at this time. His baptism
took place on 34 September 1671, but was also followed by a swift burial exactly 3
weeks later. They had better luck with their next child, Margaret, baptised at Upton

35 http://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk
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